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PGST Administers First Doses of
COVID-19 Vaccine

PGST Chairman Jeromy Sullivan (left) and Dr. Scott Lindquist (right) were among the first ten PGST frontline
workers to receive vaccines on December 28.

On December 28, ten PGST leaders and frontline staff
became the first in the community to get the COVID-19
vaccine.

cine, which, in clinical trials, has proven to be about 95%
effective at protecting against infection from COVID-19.
It also all but eliminates the worst outcomes among those
who do become infected. The vaccine requires two doses
Those who were vaccinated agreed to have their experience with the second given 28 days after the initial jab.
documented to help calm any fears over the vaccine and its
possible side effects. This group included Chairman Jero- In a video released soon after the first doses were adminmy Sullivan, Misty Bowechop (Emergency Command & istered, Jolene Sullivan lays out the Tribe’s plan for makTribal member), Sue Hanna (Elder Program Manager & ing the vaccine available to every community member
Tribal member), Kara Horton (Administrative Director & who would like it. The first priority are Health Clinic and
Tribal member), Jolene Sullivan (Health Director & Trib- frontline workers, such as police officers and those working
al member), Kelly Sullivan (Executive Director & Tribal in Emergency Command. The next priority are elders and
member), Chief Domingo Almirol (PGST Police), Sgt. those with underlying conditions that would make them
Mauricio Benitez (NR Enforcement), Dr. Scott Lindquist, particularly vulnerable to COVID-19. The Tribe has lowand Dr. Luke McDaniel.
ered the eligible age for people in this group to 55, down
from the CDC recommended 65.
Each person received the first dose of the Moderna vac~VACCINE, Continued on page 7
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Office,
Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Center and its
related offices remain closed until

January 20

Critical staff will be brought back first with additional staff returning every two weeks thereafter.
If there are no COVID-19 outbreaks or other
related causes for concern, the Tribal Center
will be open again at full staff on

February 17

Important Phone Numbers and Contact Guidelines
General Inquiries:
360-297-2646
Elders Liaison:
Alena George at 360-337-9935 or 360-2979689
Elders should not be leaving their homes or
going into public at all. Please call Alena for
any needs.
Medical Clinic:
360-297-2840 (M-F, 8 am-4:30 pm)
360-200-1386 (after hours and on weekends)
Please call before coming to the Clinic for
any need.

Dental Clinic:
Open for emergencies only.
Call Emergency Operations.
Wellness Clinic:
360-297-6326
Running on limited staff during regular business hours. Please leave a voicemail and
someone will get back to you. The Food
Bank is also open.
Natural Resources:
360-516-3206
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Noo-Kayet Development Corporation
Appoints New CEO
PGST Chairman Jeromy Sullivan, who also serves on
the NKDC Board of Directors. “We’re proud of the
groundwork that has been laid by our previous CEOs;
we also know that we must grow our business holdings
to ensure financial sustainability, as well as employment and entrepreneurial opportunities for our community. Troy can help lead us in this direction.”
Over the last decade, Clay has served as the President
and CEO of Mno-Bmadsen, the non-gaming investment enterprise of the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi,
based in southwestern Michigan. Clay is also a member of the tribe.
The first person in his family to graduate from college,
Clay served in the U.S. Navy and attended Western
Michigan University through the G. Bill. He holds a
Master’s in Public Administration.

Troyland “Troy” Clay (pictured above) will begin
work as NKDC’s new CEO in mid-January

The
Noo-Kayet
Development
Corporation
(“NKDC”)—the economic development arm of the
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe (“PGST”)—has announced the selection of its new CEO, Troland “Troy”
Clay, a recent Michigan transplant with deep business
roots in financial management, investment planning,
and business diversification for tribal entities.
In his new role, Clay will oversee the existing business
assets and operations of NKDC, while diversifying investments to help guide the financial future of the Port
Gamble S’Klallams. This includes executing projects
outlined in the Tribe’s Master Plan, sourcing new investment opportunities, and managing existing business entities such as The Point Casino & Hotel, Gliding
Eagle Marketplace, Kountry Korner, and Miller Bay
Properties.
“Troy’s appointment and leadership style represent a new economic direction for our Tribe,” said

After a stint working for the Seminole Tribe in Florida, Clay returned home to Michigan where he was
elected Treasurer of his tribe’s government and gaming authority. Gaming operations were launched and
expanded under his tenure. Later, he helped found
Mno-Bmadsen, after the Pokagon Band Tribal Council
recognized the need to diversify the tribe’s economy to
ensure economic interests were not wholly dependent
on gaming revenues.
As President and CEO of Mno-Bmadsen, Clay—who
has been recognized by multiple organizations for his
business acumen—headed a team in charge of following a long-term plan for managing investment portfolios in professional services, manufacturing, construction, and real estate. It is this experience he hopes to
deploy in his new position with NKDC.
“I’ve been leading (Mno-Bmadsen) for 10 years and its
success is proof positive that our investment strategy
has worked,” said Clay. “After sitting down with the
(NKDC) Board and explaining my leadership philosophy, how I value and manage employees, and my
overall business philosophy, we clicked.
~CLAY, continued on page 7
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PGST and Suquamish Release Joint Statement
Condemning January 6 Riots
On Wednesday, January 6, as members of the U.S. House
and Senate were meeting to certify the results of the November 3 election naming Vice-President Joe Biden and
Senator Kamala Harris as the next U.S. President and
Vice-President, a violent mob stormed the Capitol in
Washington DC.

U.S. Capitol Police officer, Brian D. Sicknick. A second
USCP officer, who was one of the first to respond to the
scene, died by suicide a few days later.

In response to these tragic events, their obvious connection to racist and fascist ideologies, and the seditious attack on our demoracy, the Tribal Councils of the Port
This action resulted in the direct deaths of at least four Gamble S’Klallam and Suquamish joined together in a
individuals, including three of the insurrectionists and a statement:

“Tribal leaders were saddened by the events that occurred in the nation’s capital on Wednesday. We can’t say we were shocked. President Trump has been empowering white supremacist and anti-democratic sentiments throughout his campaign and his presidency. As Indian people, we know the impacts and dangers of racism, as past federal policies attempted
to assimilate us into the “American” mainstream in a vain attempt to erase our presence in
this nation and deny us our legal rights.
Jan. 6, 2021 will be remembered as the day an angry mob tried to bring down our Constitution and overturn a fair and just election. The rule of law held, however. The attack was defeated.
Just as we tribal leaders are held accountable to our people’s expectation that we are honest, fair and just, we rely on the President, Congress and the Supreme Court to tell the truth
and to uphold the law, including treaties, many of which were signed in the very same U.S.
Capitol that was desecrated by the anti-American mob on January 6, 2021. We call on these
leaders to renew their commitment to honesty, fairness, and justice.
Most Americans have now repudiated white supremacism, as we saw in the nationwide Black
Lives Matter protests following the killing of George Floyd and in the landslide rejection of
Trump’s re-election bid. An angry mob should not distract us from the fact that millions of
Americans voted for change. With the help of Native peoples, Vice President Joe Biden and
Senator Kamala Harris will be inaugurated president and vice president on January 20, and
they have already named a Native American woman, Rep. Deb Haaland, to lead the Department of the Interior. White supremacy is a failed belief system, and it will not stand.
This is our history, this is the truth. Stop telling lies to our children. Remember, our Constitution is sacred, our treaties are sacred, our democracy is sacred, and our people are sacred.
Let’s start treating them as such.”
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‘Healthy Washington’ Initiative Aims to Safely Open Up
Restaurants, Fitness Centers, Movie Theaters, and More
Regions may be granted Phase Two status if they meet four metrics, including
a decreasing trend in two-week rate of
COVID-19 cases, decreasing trend in twoweek rate new COVID-19 hospital admissions, an ICU capacity under 90%, and
a test positivity rate below 10%. At least
three of these trends must continue or remain flat in order to remain in Phase Two.
If a Phase Two region reports worsening
conditions, the state reserves the right to
move them back down to Phase One.
Despite being the epicenter for the first cases of COVID-19 in the country, WashingThe eight regions as defined by the ‘Healthy Washington’ campaign.
ton state has fared relatively well, especially
Kitsap shares a region with Clallam, Jefferson, and Mason counties.
in comparison to other similarly populated
During the first week of January, Washington Gover- states. It currently ranks as one of the best in the country
nor Jay Inslee laid out a new approach to opening retail in terms of the number of cases per 100,000. Much of
stores, restaurants, fitness centers, and entertainment fa- this can be attributed to strong restrictions, which have
cilities across the state during the ongoing fight against had the side effect of negatively impacting many small
COVID-19.
businesses and their employees.
Called “Healthy Washington—Roadmap to Recovery”,
the plan presents a two-phase approach that loosens some
restrictions on a regional basis when certain COVID-related metrics are met.
Unlike the previous approach which had counties in different phases based on their case rate, Healthy Washington groups the state into eight regions. Kitsap is in the
Northwest region with Clallam, Jefferson, and Mason
counties.
All regions began in Phase One on January 11. Under
this phase, much remains unchanged from the restrictions
put in place in mid-November, but low risk sports (dance,
no-contact martial arts, gymnastics, and climbing), personal training, and small ticketed events are allowed.
In Phase Two, restaurants may begin indoor dining; fitness centers and movie theaters can reopen at 25% capacity, and sports competitions (such as high school sports)
can resume.

“Our primary concern throughout the COVID-19 pandemic has been the health and safety of all Washington
residents,” Inslee said. “This plan continues these efforts,
and puts us on a path towards recovery. I’m thankful that
people across our state have demonstrated their compassion for others by social distancing, masking up, and
avoiding gatherings. Our efforts have saved lives, but
we’re not done yet. Every single choice we make in the
coming weeks and months could ensure that more people are able to see this pandemic through.”
As a sovereign nation, the Tribe has put in place its own
restrictions concerning COVID. Tribal businesses—
managed by Noo-Kayet Development Corporation—
remain open with strict protocols to keep staff and customers safe, including ongoing employee testing and
closing down to sanitize as needed.
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VACCINE, Continued from page 1
it’s overall safe, I think it’s important for us to listen to them.”
Some of the most common side effects of the Moderna
COVID-19 vaccine include pain, swelling, and redness at the
injection site, as well as fatigue and/or headache. These usually
resolve within a day or so.

Sue Hanna receives her first dose of
COVID-19 vaccine.

In a Zoom taped interview, Dr. Scott Lindquist, PGST
pediatrician & Washington State Dept. of Health epidemiologist, encouraged Tribal members to get the vaccine:
“We have got a unique opportunity here at the Tribe and
that is, we’ve been allocated some of the first doses of vaccine available. It is our real hope that we can get as many
people at the Tribe vaccinated as possible because this is
our best strategy for controlling the disease.”

During the video shoot, participants held up signs explaining
their reason for wanting to be one of the first to receive the vaccine. Two themes emerged: protecting loved ones and community, as well as wanting to get back to a point where people can
come together to gather and in celebration.
“Isolating away from family and friends and loved ones is really
not the S’Klallam Way,” said Jolene Sullivan. “It has been so hard
on all of us. It’s been hard on our culture; it’s been hard on our
community. Getting together and sharing meals those are piece of
our culture. Sharing songs. Weddings. Births of children. We want
to be able to celebrate these things that are important to us.”

A follow-up video—which will include the side effects, if any, the
participants experienced—will be released after the second dose
Chairman Sullivan acknowledged people’s possible con- is administered in late January.
cerns over taking the new vaccine, but said he trusts the
doctors. “I think that when our doctors and our leader- To view the first vaccine video, go to www.pgst.nsn.us. A link
ship in the medical field in the Tribe are telling us that it’s appears at the top of the home page.
safe to take—yes, there could be some side effects—but

CLAY, Continued from page 4

to long-term success. This is especially relevant today: Clay
arrives at his new position during the COVID-19 pandemic.

Clay begins as CEO of NKDC in mid-January but has
already started laying the groundwork with a plan to engage
with every facet of NKDC’s family of companies beginning
on Day One.

“(In my previous position) we put together a core action plan,
assigned a COVID task force that met weekly, and started
executing a communications plan with our employees,” said
Clay. “The number one goal is safety for all employees. After
that, it’s ensuring stability to minimize any damage financially or operationally that we can avoid, if at all possible. This
can only be done by keeping lines of communication open
and making good and timely decisions for employee safety
followed by business stability.”

The Board wants to diversify and grow what they have. I have
the experience of building a diversification arm from scratch.
It’s a good fit and I’m excited about the work ahead.”

“I need to spend time learning from and gaining trust with
the employees and the Tribal community so I can lead our
investment planning and work using my experience, but also
catering it to the unique strength of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe. The work will revolve around the Tribe’s economic
goals and strategically growing existing investments and assets
as well as new ones—including the more important asset,
which is the Noo-Kayet family of employees,” said Troy.
A key part of Clay’s strategy is constantly evaluating business
actions to make sure they are hitting benchmarks. He believes
that empowering a talented family of employees, good communication, and the ability to pivot when needed are essential

Clay is looking forward to working with the NKDC Board
and implementing programs that provide training and opportunities for PGST members.
“I am blessed to be able to do something I love with people
who are passionate about their futures. I love seeing people
grow and look forward to helping the Tribe achieve their
goals,” said Clay.

PAGE 8

| JANUARY 2021 |

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS

Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

PGST Police Dept.
Reminds Community to
Download App

In late 2020, the Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribal Police Department
released an app through My PD,
which allows community members
to report crimes, concerns, and other issues from a smart phone or other
mobile device.
PGST Police Chief Domingo Almirol encourages every community
member who is able to download the
app and use it as it provides a way to
connect quickly with the department.
This is important as the Tip Line that
many have relied on in the past is outdated with messages not able to be retrieved by the department staff.
The app also sends alerts to users related to emergencies, road closures,
general safety info, and more. It includes access to tribal code and court
services information.
Download the app today from the
App Store (for iPhone & iPad) or
Google Play (for Android devices).

Reminder: Check
the Tribe’s Website!

With all of the COVID closures,
many community members have
turned to social media for the latest
news and information. While we post
as much as we can, as quickly as we
can on the Tribe’s Facebook page, the

Tribe’s website (pgst.nsn.us) often offers expanded information on current
closures, disaster relief, and other benefits being made available to Tribal
members during this time. In addition, the front page of the website will
link to important forms or other information, and appropriate contacts
to be able to access relief.
Also remember: internal operations
are running on minimal staff so may
not be able to get back to you about
your inquiry right away. Please have
patience and know they will return
your call or email as quickly as they
can. Thank you!

Sick or Isolating Because of COVID?
Stay home!

The COVID crisis has created many,
many inconveniences, including the
need to isolate after testing positive
or coming in contact with someone
who has tested positive. Having to
stay home unexpectedly is difficult,
but necessary to stop the spread.
There have been reports of community members going to PGST-owned
businesses when they should be isolating at home. Please do not do this.
If you are isolating because of illness
or exposure, you need to stay home
and out of any public place, including those owned and operated by the
Tribe. This includes going in-store or
ordering online or by phone for curbside pickup.

It’s also important to remember that
while many people use its products
for recreation, High Point is a medically endorsed store with clients that
may suffer from pre-existing conditions that put them at risk for the
worst outcomes from COVID-19.
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal
Council and Noo-Kayet Development Corporation ask you to be responsible and stay home if you’re sick
or isolating because of COVID-19.
You should treat any illness (including what may seem like the common
cold) as a potential COVID-19 infection.
Please do your part to keep everyone
healthy!

Our Hands Are Up:

To the members of the Emergency
Command Team and Tribal Council,
who have worked tirelessly to make
decisions to protect the community.
To the Tribal leadership and staff
who volunteered as the first to get the
COVID-19 vaccine. Through their
efforts, it is hoped others will be inspired to do the same when they’re
able.
To the Health Clinic staff, who have
done everything they can to provide
the best information, as quickly as
possible!
Thank you all!
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Stay at least 6 feet from
others whenever possible

Wear a cloth face
covering when you
cannot stay 6 feet
from others

USE PHYSICAL DISTANCING AND FREQUENT HANDWASHING to protect your health
and help slow the spread of COVID-19.
WEAR A CLOTH FACE COVERING: Carry a face covering with you and wear it in places
where you cannot keep a safe distance from others, such as stores and buses.
BE KIND. Some people cannot wear face coverings. Show compassion toward others. Focus
on making good decisions for you and your family.

ABOUT FACE
COVERINGS

CONTINUE TO...
Stay home as much as you can.
Avoid mingling with people from
outside your household.
Wash your hands often with
soap and water, or use sanitizer.

Clean and disinfect objects and
surfaces you use frequently.
Stay away from crowded areas. Choose a
different place to go or come back another
time, unless your visit is absolutely necessary.

• Face coverings are not a substitute for
more effective preventive measures, including
physical distancing and handwashing.
• Face coverings are worn to protect others.
Face coverings are most effective for preventing
the wearer from spreading respiratory droplets.
• Face coverings are not safe for children
younger than 2. Older children should be
supervised while wearing face coverings.
• Avoid touching your face covering and face.
Clean your face covering regularly.

STAY INFORMED
cdc.gov/coronavirus | coronavirus.wa.gov | kitsappublichealth.org | 1-800-525-0127
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Happy Birthday!
...to

January 1
Tyler Bassett
Vera Carpenter
Jesse Ives
Cassandra Tom
January 2
Sarah Black
Darius Cole
Kainan Redbird
Shane Simmons
January 3
Kari DeCoteau
Carol Glenn
Jonathon Hirschman
Joseph Najera
Faith Tom
January 4
Koda Moran
Abby Purser
Tyton Purser
January 5
Michael Abrahamson-Dietrick
Sharon Black
Rick DeCoteau
Angela George
Elliot Mendenhall
January 6
Anthony Adams III
Dominic Aguayo
Tina Rameriz-Oya

everyone celebrating in JANUARY!

January 8
Trevor Broten
January 9
Grace Bennett
Alex Charles
Robert Knox
Ryan Murray
January 10
Betty DeCoteau
Isaiah Jackson
Vanessa PonceRamirez
Bone Redbird
Edward Scheibner
Frederick Stark
January 11
Sarah Fulton
Claire Ives
Michael Reynolds
January 12
Jeremiah Abrahamson-Dietrick
Jason Hayes
Shastin Morrison
Mariya Oliver
Tyler Sullivan
Shawnee Tassitsie
January 13
Karen Abrahamson-Dietrick
Daisy Castro
Kaiya Laroche-Wellman

January 14
Kyle Carpenter
Kimberly Freewolf
Melissa Jones
Mandi Moon
Angela Sanders
Donald Whisler

January 20
Darlaya Ellenwood
Keith Anderson
Dennis Fulton
Justice Hankin
Christopher Sullivan

January 15
Carl Murphy
Keith Murphy
Daisy Nelson
Isabelle Tom

January 21
Arron Abrahamson
John Folz
Tanner Ives
Tyler Ives
Shawna Morrison

January 16
Calvert Anderson Sr
Conner Anderson
Payton Frank
Star Hagen
Catherine Acosta
Richman

January 22
Rowan Bunich
Rose Egnew
Alan Freeman Jr
Patrick Ives
Dennis Jackson
William Windsor

January 17
Tayana DeCoteau
Ronald Rogers III
Jacob Sullivan

January 23
Luella Scheibner

January 18
Mistaya Benefield
Devlin Combes
Kimberly Johnson
Roman Redbird
January 19
Forest McMillan
Matias Miguel

January 24
Keri Bailey
Desiree Sullivan
Betty George
Louise Harvey
Gus Makris
January 25
Megan Beckwith
Rozanne Bowechop
Becky Charles-Dovre
Henry Gresham
Gregory Leonard

Sharon Noah
Dakota Stewart
January 26
Jacoby Lavoie
Natashe Reynolds
Jason Sanders
January 27
Jason Bruce
Skyler Chalcraft-Fulton
Jennifer Garrett
Anthony Hadnot
Bentley Lee
January 28
Selena Fulton
Tannah Ives
January 29
Daniel Castro
Kristina Jones
Layla Purser
January 30
Elliott Edwards
Fred Jacobsen
Amy Zent
January 31
Dennis Bendixsen
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — This will come as no
surprise that there is no change in library
service at this time.
We continue to offer curbside service from 10
am-3:45 pm on weekdays and 10 am-1 pm on
Saturdays. You can pick up library materials
in the parking lot in front of the Tribal Center
by appointment. If you prefer to download
books or magazines, please check our home
page for instructions and available titles.
Our newest service this month is called Book
a Librarian. You can reserve an online session
with a librarian for help with any of our
library services, such as resources, outreach
opportunities, and reference questions.
Also we continue to offer curbside printing,
resources for homework, books to read for
fun, and movies. Safety protocols include
quarantining returned items a minimum of 96
hours, wearing masks all day, and wearing
gloves when working with library materials.
Library items may be picked up at the parking
lot in front of the Tribal Center.

Note that the library will not offer
curbside service on January 18 in
observance of Martin Luther King,
Jr. Day.
For general question and/or
updated COVID-19 information,
check our website krl.org or call
us at 360-297-2670.

Stay safe and we hope
to see you soon at the
library!
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