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Novel Coronavirus Forces Closures;
Tribal Council Issues Rules to Keep Community Safe
•
•
•
•
•

Please do not host parties or meals with people who
live outside of your home. Keep your kids and teens
at home.
Please do not allow sleepovers or childcare in your
home.
Only leave the reservation if absolutely necessary.
This limits outside contamination.
Going outside for walks or exploration around the
reservation is allowed alone or with members of your
household only.
Harvesting food and gathering medicine is allowed
alone or with members of your household only.

Also implemented was a closure of Point Julia’s beach
except for harvesting.

On March 24, to help protect its community from the novel coronavirus (also known as COVID-19), the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal government closed down all—except
the most essential—services. This is expected to remain in
effect until, at least, April 24.
In a letter to families, dated March 24, PGST Chairman
Jeromy Sullivan outlined several rules Tribal Council was
immediately enacting to help keep community members
safe:
• Stay in your home or yard and severely limit contact
with anyone outside your home. Elders should reach
out to designated family members or tribal employees
for any non-emergency need.
• All parks and playgrounds will be closed as they cannot
be properly sanitized. Closed parks include: the skatepark, neighborhood parks, basketball courts, and baseball fields.
• No gatherings of groups over two (2) people unless
they are from your immediate household.
• Do not share or sell food to those outside your household.
This includes baked goods, clams, or any prepared foods.

These rules were approved by Tribal Council on the recommendation of the Emergency Response Team, which
includes medical, admin, and leadership staff who are
best suited to design strategies to help manage the coronavirus outbreak.
So community members can get the information and
help they need during this challenging time, the Emergency Response Team has put in place several communications protocols, including a COVID-19 Health Alert
page on the PGST website (www.pgst.nsn.us/COVID)
and an Emergency Operations Center, which can be
reached at 360-297-9689. Community members are
asked to call this number for any questions or needs they
have while government operations have been suspended.
One of the few government departments still open on a
regular schedule is the Medical Clinic. Dr. Luke McDaniels and his team responded to the outbreak early and set
up a COVID-19 testing facility on campus grounds isolated from the main clinic.
~COVID, continued on page 2
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to
be self-sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure selfdetermination and self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health,
welfare and economic success of a vibrant community through education, economic development,
preservation and protection of the rich culture, traditions, language, homelands, and natural
resources of our Tribe.
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This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. For advertising inquiries or to submit
items for publication, please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at
ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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COVID-19
Continued from page 1

While the Medical Clinic has been able to test for
COVID-19 for several weeks, like many clinics across the
state and country, they’ve had some difficulty obtaining
supplies on a timely basis. To ensure those who need the
test receive it, they have put in place a strict pre-screening
procedure and ask anyone who thinks they should be tested
to call 360-297-2840.
As the scope of this outbreak started to emerge, the Emergency Response Team began to meet on a daily basis to
create strategies to protect the community through the use
of risk management and social/physical distancing protocol.
Early on, the Team advised Elders to stay home and made
recommendations to cancel all Tribal events and staff travel
for at least 90 days.
Fast and decisive action has paid off: as of the end of the
March, there are no positive cases of COVID-19 among the
PGST community. The Emergency Response Team is working hard to keep it that way.
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follows the pattern of other tribes across Washington state,
some of which were among the first in the nation to issue
stay-at-home orders to protect community members.
Tribal Council and the Emergency Response Team have
had to grapple with some difficult decisions, ones that go
against the culture and attitudes of the S’Klallam people to
be warm, loving, and inviting. They know though that the
decisions they are making could quite literally mean the
difference between life and death.
In a video address to the community on March 13, Chairman Jeromy Sullivan said, “All of our lives are going to
change for a while. It will be difficult, but necessary. Tribal
Council and leadership are continuing to collaborate with
health department staff to monitor this situation and make
decisions to protect our community. This is my number one
priority and I’m asking for your help. Consider your actions
and how they might affect others. Wash your hands. Cancel
travel. Stay home. Most importantly, take care of yourself
and your loved ones. If you need help, please do not hesitate
to call. We’re all in this together.”

PGST has responded more quickly to the threat of
COVID-19 than many state or local governments. This

Point Casino & Hotel, other PGST businesses,
suspend operations; Heronswood cancels events
On March 16, Washington Governor Jay Inslee, responding to
the threat of the coronavirus, issued an Executive Order closing all bars, restaurants, and entertainment venues. In response,
Noo-Kayet Development Corporation shut down operations of
The Point Casino & Hotel, as well as all on-property restaurants, as of March 18.
Soon after, the state’s “Stay Home, Stay Healthy” directive was
put into place, ordering the closure of non-essential businesses
and asking Washington state residents to stay home as much as
possible.
To protect its customers and staff, NKDC decided to close the
espresso stand and deli on property at the Gliding Eagle Marketplace, which is running on reduced hours from 9 am to 7
pm daily. Gas pumps remain on 24 hours a day for credit/debit
transactions only.
Kountry Korner has closed its convenience store, but its gas
pumps remain open for credit/debit transactions.

High Point remains open from 9 am to 7 pm daily.
NKDC is monitoring the situation and will make decisions to
reopen properties only after they can be assured that it is safe
to do so.
Also affected by the coronavirus outbreak are operations at
Heronswood, which is managed by the Port Gamble S’Klallam Foundation. While the Garden is continuing to bloom
on its spring schedule, events, such as various classes and the
Spring Plant Sale (originally slated for April 4), have had to
be cancelled. Also postponed until 2021 is an art exhibit by
Duane and Betty Pasco.
Heronswood’s seasonal public opening has also been delayed
and a new date has not yet been determined. This and any
other informational postings about the Garden in Spring can
be found on the Events page of Heronswoodgarden.org.
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PGST in the Time of COVID-19:

Essential facts you and your family need to know!
What is COVID-19 and who is at risk of getting it?
COVID-19 is a virus, also known as “coronavirus disease 2019.”
Everyone is at risk of contracting COVID-19. While it can be
particularly harmful to older people and those with underlying
health conditions, such as heart disease, lung disease, or diabetes, people of any age and those that are healthy can become ill
and suffer moderate to severe cases.
In addition, the disease has a long incubation period up to14
days, so people can be carriers, but present with no symptoms.
Because of this, medical professionals urge everyone to act as
if they might have it and practice social/physical distancing to
minimize risk.
What are the symptoms of COVID-19?
Most people who contract COVID-19 experience symptoms
that include fever (100.5 Degree F or 37.8 degree C), dry
cough, shortness of breath, and sore throat. Other symptoms
can include body aches, headache, chills, and fatigue. Nasal
congestion or a runny nose are rare in those suffering from
COVID-19.
What should I do if I start showing symptoms of COVID-19?
Call the Medical Clinic to set up a screening and a possible test.
DO NOT walk into the Clinic. Call first.

How can I protect myself and others from COVID-19?
The best way to protect yourself and loved ones from COVID-19
is by taking some simple common-sense precautions, including:
• Following rules set by Tribal Council to protect the community. You can find these on the front page article in this
issue and by visiting www.pgst.nsn.us/COVID.
• Stay home, if you can. Stick to essential errands only, like
the grocery store or medical appointments, and avoid being
in groups of people.
• Practice social/physical distancing, which includes maintaining a distance of six feet when you must be around others.
• Do not travel. If you have a trip or vacation planned for
outside the area, please cancel or postpone until restrictions
have been lifted.
• If you live on reservation, limit trips off reservation. If you
live off reservation, do not come on reservation, unless requested by medical staff or tribal leadership.
• Stay away from people over 60 or those with underlying
health conditions.
• Wash your hands frequently with warm, soapy water for at
least 20 seconds. See opposite page for instructions!
• Cover your mouth with tissues whenever you sneeze, and
discard used tissues in the trash.
• Clean frequently touched surfaces.
• Do not give handshakes and avoid other direct physical
contact.
• Do not provide, sell, or consume communal food.

Important Phone Numbers and Contact Guidelines
Emergency Operations Center:
360-297-9689
Please call for any need during the PGST government shutdown. Due to high volume of calls, you
may need to leave a message.
Elders Liaison:
Alena George at 360-337-9935 or 360-297-9689
Elders should not be leaving their homes or going
into public at all. Please call Alena for any needs.
Medical Clinic:
360-297-2840 (M-F, 8 am-4:30 pm)
360-200-1386 (after hours and on weekends)
Please call before coming to the Clinic for any need.

Dental Clinic:
Open for emergencies only.
Call Emergency Operations.
Wellness Clinic:
360-297-6326
Running on limited staff during regular business
hours. Please leave a voicemail and someone will
get back to you. The Food Bank is also open.
Natural Resources:
360-516-3206
If you are having a medical or other emermgency,
please call 9-1-1.
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How to Properly Wash Your Hands: Step-by-Step Instructions

We all know washing hands is the easiest and one of the most effective ways to prevent illness, but do you know
how to do it as medical experts recommend? You might be surprised. Follow these steps from the World Health
Organization to ensure the most beneficial handwashing technique.
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Filing for Unemployment:

Who’s eligible, how to apply, and more
If, like a lot of people
right now, you find yourself laid off or furloughed
with no or reduced pay
due to the coronavirus
outbreak, you might be
eligible for unemployment benefits through
the state of Washington.
Applying for unemployment, especially if it’s your first
time, can seem like a daunting process, but the state’s
website tries to make it as straightforward as possible by
answering frequently asked questions about the benefits,
the process, and more.
What are unemployment-insurance benefits?
Unemployment benefits partially replace your regular
earning and help you meet expenses while you look for
another job. They are not based on financial need. While
receiving benefits, it’s your responsibility to get back to
work as quickly as you can. Note: The Coronavirus Relief
Package approved by Congress extends benefits to people who
otherwise might not have been eligible. Please see opposite
page for details.
How do I apply for benefits?
You can apply for benefits online at https://secure.esd.
wa.gov/home/. This is the much faster process and is encouraged.
You can also call the claims center at 800-318-6022.
If you call, be prepared for long wait time. Call to the
Claims Center are open Monday – Friday from 8 am – 4
pm as follows:
• Monday: New applications for those with Social Security numbers ending in 0-3.
• Tuesday: New applications for those with Social Security numbers ending in 0-6.
• Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday: Everyone can submit new applications.
These restrictions apply to calls only. Anyone can submit
an application online anytime.

How long can I get benefits?
Your claim is good for a “benefit year”, which is 52 weeks,
beginning with the week you file your application. You cannot file a new claim in Washington until your benefit year is
over, even though you may have received all of your benefits.
Most claims received between 13 to 26 weeks of benefits.
How much will my weekly payment be?
Several factors are taken into account to determine your
weekly check amount. You can review these and calculate
your benefit at https://esd.wa.gov/unemployment/calculate-your-benefit.
May I have my benefits deposited directly into my bank
account?
Yes. If you apply online for a new claim, you will be offered
the option of direct deposit.
I did not work last week. Can I backdate my claim?
You may backdate your claim by one week when you apply
for benefits online. If you request to backdate your claim by
more than one week, you will be asked to provide additional
information.
As the department has been particularly busy with the current crisis, they have said they may backdate claims further
without additional information if the claimant was unable
to get through.
Can I collect unemployment benefits if I work part-time
or if my hours were cut, but I wasn’t laid off?
Yes. If you work part-time, we reduce your benefits. You
must also still meet the job-search requirements. Working
part-time usually extends the number of weeks you can draw
benefits.
Where can I find more information?
On Washington state Employment Security Department
website, located at esd.wa.gov. If you do a Google search for
“tips for filing for unemployment in Washington state” it
should be the first result.
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Applications must be received by 3:45 pm on April 22;
Winners to be chosen via Facebook Live at 4 pm
Applications are now open to be a 2020 Fireworks vendor.
These are to be turned in only on Wednesdays from 8 am to 4
pm in the Tribal Center Accounting office.
The Council will allow four fireworks booths to be operated by tribal members during the upcoming season. Interested
tribal members (21 or older) can be licensed by a drawing of
those paying a $1,000.00 license fee plus a $500.00 damage deposit, cash-in-advance. You must be 21 years or older
at the time of the drawing. The deposit will be returned at the
end of the season if stand area is clean and undamaged, less
a fee for Sanikan, dumpster, and recycle bin. License will be
valid only for the authorized tribal member(s) and shall not
be transferable, please note your license must be posted at all
times.

insurance. Proof of insurance, naming the Tribe as “insured”
as well as the license, will be required before any fireworks
sales can occur. A copy of insurance must be submitted to
the accounting department before opening day.
SELLING STANDS SIZES: Stands will be 12 feet wide by 24
feet long. The long side will be the sales counter. There will
be no extensions/add ons to your stand. The Tribe will stake
the site for each licensee.
CLEANLINESS: The sales stands will be required to keep
their locations clean and free from litter. The stands and all the
signs, both on and off reservation must be removed by July17,
2020 at day end or the full deposit is forfeited and all materials
and property remaining will be disposed of.

SEASON DURATION: Fireworks can be sold beginning on
Friday, June 5, 2020 (4 weekends before the 4th). The last day
of selling will be July 11, 2020 (1 week after the 4th). Firework stands can be set up as early as May 29, 2020.

SLEEPOVERS: Although licensee will be allowed to stay overnight with their stands, no partying will be allowed. THERE

INSURANCE: The license will be required to obtain liability

~FIREWORKS, Continued on page 9

WILL ALSO BE NO ALCOHOL OR MARIJUANA
IN THE STANDS AT ANY TIME.

The Federal Coronavirus Relief Package:
What does it mean for you?
On Friday, March 27, the bill that allocates $2 trillion in aid to
deal with the economic fallout from the coronavirus pandemic was signed. The package includes relief for small businesses,
hospitals, and various industries that have been hardest hit, but
what does it mean for the average American?
The bill includes one-time payments of $1200 for adults, plus
an additional $500 for every child in a household under the age
of 16. Whether an adult is eligible for the payment depends on
income: single adults with an income of $75,000 or less a year
or married couple earning less than $150,000, will receive the
full amount. This is based on a taxpayer’s 2019 return, if filed.
If not, it will be based on 2018 income.
Those with income more than the threshold amount will see a
reduced payment up to earnings of $99,000 for single people
and married people jointly earning $198,000.
There is no application to receive the payments, which are expected to be issued starting mid-April. The payments will be
made via direct deposit if the IRS has bank account informa-

tion on file (e.g. this information is provided when taxes are
filed for refunds or payments). Otherwise paper checks will be
sent and should arrive by the end of April or the beginning of
May.
This federal bill also expands unemployment benefits for those
who find themselves unemployed or under-employed due to
coronavirus-related reasons, and wraps in workers not usually eligible for unemployment benefits, including the self-employed, gig workers, independent contractors, and those who
must stay home to care for a child or family member whose
school, daycare center, or other facility has shut down due to
the coronavirus. All eligible workers will receive an extra $600
a week above and beyond their state-issued unemployment
check. This will last up to four months.
The bill also suspends payments through September 30, 2020
on student loans held by the federal government. According to
the Institute for College Access & Success, 90% of loans are
eligible. Check with lenders for more information.
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Spring CleanUp: Now
through April 13

Spring Cleanup is on now!

There are eight dumpsters located at
the old Waste Water treatment plant.
Seven are for garbage; the other is for
scrap metal and appliances. Please
place your items in the correct dumpster.
Drop off is open Monday through
Friday from 8 am to 8 pm, as well as
on Saturday and Sunday from 8 am
to 5 pm. Gate will be locked outside
of open hours. Please no refrigerators,
electronics, tires, paint, or hazardous
waste.

Elders will have their items picked up
by staff.
Need garbage bags? Pick them up at
the Emergency Operations Command Center, which is located next
to the Police Station on the Tribal
Campus.

There’s Still Time:
Complete Your Census!

The 2020 Census is happening now!
Help us reach our goal of 100%
self-responding by filling yours out
today. Go to 2020census.gov.
To help inspire people, if we can beat
Suquamish’s reporting numbers, we

Port Gamble S’Klallam
Student Wins National
Art Contest
Addie Bendixsen has won first-place in the
Johnson-O’Malley National Art competition in
the pre-K to 3rd grade category.
In addition to receiving a prize of $200, Addie’s
beautiful art is shared along with her Tribe’s
name in the organization’s conference programs.
Addie’s proud parents, Derek and Ange Bendixsen, shared the news with the Tribe.
The National Johnson-O’Malley Association is
a non-profit, educational organization that, in
part, works to advocate for the rights of Indian
children from aged 3 through 12th grade.
Way to go, Addie!

will throw a community party later
this year with prizes! Nothing like a
little friendly competition!
Be counted! Do it today!

Our Hands Are Up:

To the members of the Emergency
Command Team, who have been
working tirelessly to keep the community safe and healthy. They’re
working hard and doing their best to
make sure everyone is taken care of!

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS
FIREWORKS
Continued from page 7

SANIKAN/DUMPSTER/RECYCLE BINS: An additional sanikan and dumpster will be rented for the sales
season for the area. The cost for these will be deducted
from the deposit after the final billings are received by
Accounting.
ELECTRICITY/PHONE LINES/INTERNET: Electricity will be available in the 2020 location. Phone lines
and internet ARE NOT available in the 2020 location.
Set up for internet through PGST IT Department may
be an option and the cost for this will be deducted
from the deposit after the final billings are received by
Accounting. Otherwise set up will be at the licensee’s
discretion.
NO FIREWORKS ARE TO BE EXPLODED AT ANY
TIME, WITHIN 300 FEET OF THE FIREWORKS
STANDS AND/OR ANY NKDC BUILDINGS OR
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STRUCTURES!!!! FIRST INFRACTIONS WILL RESULT IN THE OFFENDING LICENSEE’S BOOTH
BEING CLOSED 24 HOURS. SECOND INFRACTION WILL RESULT IN PERMANENT CLOSURE.
Tribal members interested in entering the drawing to
sell fireworks can do so by filling out the information
below and returning this application with all fees and
deposits. (By money order or cashier’s checks- - no
personal checks will be accepted) to the Tribal Center
Accounting Offices by 3:45 PM on Wednesday April
22, 2020 in a sealed envelope marked with your name
and to the attention of, Tawny DeCoteau - Executive
Assistant.
One application per Tribal member. You must be 21
years old to submit an application. Although deposits
will be refundable to a successful applicant, license fees
will not. Unsuccessful applicants will be given a full
refund of all the monies submitted. A Facebook live recorded drawing will be held at 4:00 PM April 22, 2020.

FIREWORKS VENDOR APPLICATION

The undersigned wishes to submit an application for a fireworks license under the terms and conditions stated above.
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Evening Phone:__________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:_____________________________________________________________________________
License Fee: $1,000.00
Damage Deposit: $500.00
Total: $1,500.00 (This should be payable to the ‘Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’)
The undersigned realize that upon delivery of this application to the Executive Assistant, it may not be
cancelled or pulled until after the drawing. The location of the fireworks stand will be located within the Ravenwood area near the center road.
Signed: ______________________________________________________
Date:________________________________________________________
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A Happy Birthday to You!

Celebrating your special day in the month of APRIL!
April 1
Cherish Goodall
Cheri Ives
Dennis O’ Conner
April 2
Breana Ballmes
Braydon Flores
Arnold Fulton
Kaylee Jones
Cloe Sullivan
April 3
Jodi Fulton
April 4
Elizabeth Fulton
Michael Fulton
Anika Kessler
Eleanor Phillips
April 5
Edward Stark
April 6
Jaymon DeCoteau
Jordan DeCoteau
Zachary French			
Jalesa Johnson
William Lund
Brenda Seachord
Donald Sullivan
Stella Wellman
April 7
Susan Hanna
Donna Jones
Michael Nilluka
Courtney Sullivan
Nathaniel Swift
April 8
Camilia Ives
Eric Meyer
Shayna Reynolds

April 10
Melia Moore
Lenore Edwards
Jordan Hankin
Sejena Hempeel
Theodore Moran
Julianna Sullivan
Fred Woodruff IV

April 17
Fawn Fredericks
Brian Lawrence

April 11
Jasmine Cole
Judy Fulton
Rachel Hudson
Zachary Johnson
Giovanni McPhaul
Izak Moran

April 19
Ryan Charles
Marjorie Tom
William Trevathan

April 12
Andrea Ashworth
Darren Ashworth
Michael Cole III
Aidan Purser
April 13
Elaine Fulton
Mark Ives
Joan Ann Murphy
Victoria Purser
Ryan Wellman
April 14
Kimberly Friesen
April 15
Roxanne Cummings
Jessica Hankin
William Jones III
Dawn Jones
Beverly Michalscheck
Xzavier Roberts-Jones
April 16
Christy Lawrence
James Price
Heather Sullivan
Victor Tom

April 18
Shirley Greshem
Julie Lawrence
Barbara Schoenberg

April 20
Brian Groves
Benjamin Ives Jr.
Dwayne Ives
Foster Jones
April 21
Marcy Henderson
Jeremiah Hayes
Emily McBride
April 22
John Agauyo
Tayana Caldera
Teresa Hudson
Matthew Macomber
Debra Majerus
Daylon Martin
Raina Perry
Tleena Ives
Lena Tunkara
April 23
Ariyah Caspersen
Jayden Fulton
William Headley
Judith Hunt
Victoria Jackson
Gordan Nyjera
Deyani Purser
Jacqueline Smith

April 24
Jasmine DeCoteau
Sharilyn Michalscheck
Rose Purser
Timothy Seachord
April 25
Brandon Halsey
April 26
Nicole Aikman
Mayson Fulton
James Ives III
Kathleen Jones
Shelaya Landers
Dakota Purser
April 27
Tiani Doleman
Michael Johnson Jr
Amber Kalina
Alyssa Purser
Jazen Purser
Terrence Wellman
April 28
Nancy Bannach
Sharon Castro
Sierra Fox
Wendy Fulton
Rogina Beckwith
Lilly Tom
Tierrah Wellman
April 29
Kayla Nabors
Willow Sullivan
April 30
Jelen Cole
Shayla DeCoteau
Colleen Loux
Orion Mosher
Nancy Townsend

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
by Tomi Whalen, Branch Manager, Little Boston Library
COMMUNITY NEWS — To help minimize the risk
of coronavirus exposure among patrons and
staff, Kitsap Regional Library is closed at least
until April 20.
We know that this creates a hardship for many
in our community, but it is imperative that we
all do our part to slow the spread of COVID-19.
While the Library is closed:
• We will not be responding via email or chat.
• Book drops are closed, so please keep
your items until we reopen.
• Due dates on any materials that are
currently out have been adjusted to April
24. This does not apply to ebooks and
audiobooks.)
• We have extended the pick-up date to April
27 for holds that are waiting to be picked
up.
• Online payment processing has been
temporarily stopped.
• The limit for ebooks and audiobooks
checked out online has been increased
from 10 items to 20 items.
Remember, you don’t have to visit the Library
to get great library service! Through the
Download or Research sections of our website,
www.krl.org, you can:
• Download an ebook, audiobook or music to
your favorite device.
• Browse more than 3,500 online magazine
titles through RBDigital.
• Research, with access to more than 40
online learning tools and databases.
• Learn through online courses on Lynda.
com, Mango Languages, Learning Express,
and more.
• Read local and national newspapers.

Access everything free with your library card.
If you don’t have a Library card, you can easily
get a digital Library eCard and start using the
Library online today. Visit www.krl.org/cards
for more information.

For updated information, check
our website krl.org or call us at
360-297-2670.

See you at the library!
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