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PGST Community Asked
to Stay Vigilant Against
COVID-19

During an update to Tribal Council,
Dr. Luke McDaniel and Dr. Scott
Lindquist shared some distressing news:
COVID-19 infection and hospitalization
rates are up throughout Kitsap County
and most of Washington state. They recommended that the PGST community
continue its protective measures to keep
everyone safe.

PGST Health Clinic staff pose with Lumiere, the LightStrike robot

As the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
(PGST) continues to look at ways to keep
the community safe from COVID-19,
their Health Clinic has announced the use
of a new, innovative technology: LightStrike Germ-Zapping Robots. Created
by Xenex, LightStrike robots have been
proven 99.99% effective at disinfecting
surface areas—including hard-to-clean and
reach areas—against the virus that causes
COVID-19.
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Health Clinic
sees thousands of patients a year. With that
many people coming in and out of offices,
waiting areas, and exam rooms, it’s always
a challenge to ensure proper sanitization of
every room and surface, especially in between patients. This is why PGST Health
Clinic officials chose LightStrike.
LightStrike Germ-Zapping Robots use
pulsed xenon to create intense bursts of
broad spectrum ultraviolet (UV) light that
quickly destroy bacteria and viruses on
surfaces without damaging materials in the

room. It produces no chemical residue or
toxic fumes, like some other disinfection
technologies. The robot works quickly and
does not require warm-up or cool-down
time, so facilities are able to disinfect dozens of rooms per day, per robot.
The PGST Health Clinic has two robots,
which are operated by cleaning team members after hours in common areas and in
exam rooms between patients. A LightStrike robot can kill SARS-CoV-2—the virus responsible for COVID-19—in as little
as two minutes. In a full five-minute cycle,
it can destroy a wide range of pathogens,
including Ebola, anthrax, and even Candida auris. Microorganisms cannot develop
resistance to the robot’s intense bursts of
light. More than 40 peer-reviewed studies
confirm the efficacy of LightStrike robot
technology.
Each robot arrives from Xenex pre-named,
though these can be changed by their new
owners.
~ROBOT, Continued on Page 7

Every community member is asked to
follow these measures:
• Get vaccinated. All PGST community members are eligible.
• Stay home if you have any cold or
flu-like symptoms.
• Continue to wear a mask and wash
hands throughout the day. Masks are
required in all Tribal buildings.
• Limit indoor gatherings to 10 people.
• Limit outdoor gatherings to 50
people.
• Transports will be provided on a
limited basis.
• Tribal buildings are not available for
rental or fundraisers until further notice. (In addition: the Tribal Kitchen is closed for at least six months
during the remodel of the Accounting offices and Lobby.)
• In-person services at S’Klallam
Worship Center are limited to 50%
capacity. Services will continue to be
offered on Facebook Live every Sunday. Those attending in-person will
be socially distanced. Families will be
allowed to sit together.
•
The Gym is now open for limited activities. This will be coordinated by
Scott Moon.
~COVID, Continued on Page 7
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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In Remembrance: Rose Purser
Rose was beloved by anyone who was fortunate enough to get to know her, and many
referred to her as “Gramma Rose” or “Auntie Rose”, even those not related to her.
Rose loved meeting and talking with those
who visited her office and she would greet
everyone with a big smile. She was always
willing to listen to anyone needing help and
comfort.
Known for her kindness and generosity,
Rose frequently gave any spare money she
had to folks in need. She also enjoyed ordering items by mail, which were delivered to
her home and given away as gifts for birthdays and Christmas.

Rose Purser at the 2020 ceremony
for the Ted George Legacy Award

The family of Rose E. Purser of Little Boston is saddened to announce
that she passed away on March 24, 2021, at her home, surrounded by
loving family.
Born April 24, 1930, to Inez and Fred Wellman, she was the oldest
living female member of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe. Rose was
preceded in death by her mother, Inez (Fulton) Wellman, father Fred
Wellman, brother Fred Terrance (Loral) Wellman, sister Marlene Moran, sister Inez Rogers, husband Orville (Bud) Purser, son Rudy (Sharon) Purser, Jr. and husband Rudy Purser, Sr. She is survived by sister
Betty (Skip) George, daughter Marcelene (George) Sparks, and many
grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great grandchildren.
After attending North Kitsap Schools, Rose spent the majority of her
life in Little Boston raising her family. She was employed by Martha
and Mary nursing home for several years before she took a job with the
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe at Little Boston. Rose loved working for
her tribe, where she held a number of positions for over 40 years, retiring in January 2021 when she became ill. She served for many years in
the position of Tribal Judicial Officer.

Rose was the tribal representative for many
years to various boards and committees,
dealing with health matters, and was well
regarded by tribal folks around the Northwest.
A favorite place you could frequently find
Rose was at the beach at Point Julia, the site
of the tribe’s ancestral village, where she remembers watching it burn in 1940 when it
was condemned by the government.
Rose was a long-time member of the S’Klallam Worship Center in Little Boston.
She will be missed and certainly not forgotten by all those who came to know her. Rose
will be laid to rest at the Tribe’s cemetery in
Little Boston.
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Re-Entry Spotlight: Kwangshun DeCoteau
Editor’s Note: Every month we will be featuring the stories of people who have turned their lives around in the Re-Entry program.
If you have questions about the program, please call Val at 360-865-0697 or Sha’ree at 360-865-1197.

old ways, the coping mechanisms that hadn’t served him
well, but were all he really understood.
Kwagshun
DeCoteau
(at right) with a
friend having fun.
DeCoteau has
been in recovery
for over a year.

On February 24, 2020, as the rest of the world was just
weeks away from battling a deadly illness that would take
over their lives, Kwangksun chose to face the sickness that
was destroying his head-on. This bravery to fight for a better life, a life he deserves, lead him to the Tribe’s Reentry
program.

“Kwangksun came into recovery in a whole new mindset,”
said Valarie Jones, his Reentry Success Coach. “He was
At 14 years old, most teenagers are traversing that awk- willing to do what was needed to be the best version of
ward period between being the child they once were and himself he can be.”
becoming the adult they’re meant to be. Many times, this
means pushing boundaries, exploring the world around With now over a year in recovery, Kwangksun’s life looks
them, and thinking about what they want out of their fu- so different than it once did. He has completed his proture. While raising a teenager can test the patience of even bation, earned his driver’s license, and is working towards
the best parent, the good news is most kids make it out of his GED. He now has a job with the Noo-kayet Developthis period, relatively unscathed, ready to begin a life of ment Corporation maintenance department and was just
approved for housing through the Tribe. While he knows
their own.
there’s a long way to go, he is working hard every day to
keep moving forward so he can earn the trust of his family
Sometimes, though, obstacles get in the way.
and the community he calls home.
When Kwangksun DeCoteau was 14, he began down
the road of addiction. While some people are able to “Kwangksun has had hurdles throughout this year and he
dabble with drugs and alcohol with few consequences, hasn’t let any of those get in his way,” said Valarie. “If anyKwangksun wasn’t so lucky. For the next 11 years, drugs thing, these have made him stronger and more persistent
to conquer whatever is in front of him.”
would take center stage in his life.
As his peers were graduating high school and making
plans for what would come next, Kwangksun dropped out
of school and was navigating the harsh reality of homelessness. With no family support, he dove deeper into his
addictions. Instead of being at the peak of health in his
young life, his body began to deteriorate.

Kwangksun credits Reentry with helping him get his
life on track with support and life skills training that has
taught him how to stick to a schedule, complete tasks on
time, and be accountable to himself and others in his life.
He has built a work ethic and has pride in what he has
accomplished.

Like many addicts, he didn’t want to live life as he was. He
wanted to get better—be better. He tried several times.
Seven, to be exact. Unfortunately, while he was able to
get clean, without the tools to change his behavior and
circumstances for the long-term, he turned back to his

“Kwangkson is definitely a go-getter and willing to fight
to have a good life. He wants to be a productive member
of his community and do what he can to give back,” said
Valarie.
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Heronswood® Expands
Garden Open Schedule for 2021

Heronswood® Garden is now open! For 2021, Heronswood
is expanding its open days to five days a week—Wednesday
through Sunday from 10 am to 3 pm. This is up from three days
a week in 2019 and 2020.
“We are thrilled to be welcoming visitors back to Heronswood
this spring. The garden is in glorious display and will delight
our visitors with a set of new exhibits that have allowed us to
increase the collection and connections to our S’Klallam History,” said Patrick McMillan, who transplanted from South Carolina in late 2020 to become Heronswood’s Garden Director.
McMillan took over for renowned plantsman and Heronswood
co-founder Dan Hinkley, who has stepped down—not aside—
from day-to-day work in the garden to focus on other projects.

In 2020, due to the pandemic, Heronswood cancelled its popular Plant Sale & Garden Open events. While the Garden was
able to open on a limited schedule to the public during the summer and held a steady number of video classes throughout the
year, far fewer people were able to experience the beauty and
diversity of Heronswood than usual.
McMillan and his team are hoping to change that in 2021 with
the expanded garden open hours as well as a broadened class and
lecture schedule, which offers both in-garden and online op-

tions. These include guided on-site tours, classes for the budding
home horticulturalist, tutorials to make the most of fragrance
and color; and the Lunchtime Lecture series, which will often
bring in guest lecturers to talk about their plant adventures all
over the world.
“We hope to see more visitors from the community and from
throughout the world this year and have increase our open days
to better serve the public by offering a refuge from today’s often
hectic world in a space where you can lose yourself in a garden of
unparalleled diversity. I look forward to seeing everyone in the
garden,” said McMillan.
The cost to visit the garden on a regular open day is $10 for
adults, $5 for kids aged 7 to 17, and free for aged 6 and younger.
Garden members and PGST community members also receive
free entry.
Heronswood has several monthly virtual and in-person events
scheduled for throughout 2021. Pricing begins at $15 with special rates for Garden and PGST community members.
For all on-site events, facial masks are required and social distancing is observed.

Events @ Heronswood

Bird Song Basics with Dr. Patrick McMillan

Bird song is the quintessential sound of spring
and in this class, you’ll train your ears to understand the language. Patrick will discuss why birds
sing, what they are saying, and help you identify
garden birds by their song alone. Bring binoculars.
8-11 a.m. in-garden event
mask & social distancing required
Pricing for PGST community: $35

The Traveler’s Garden:
Chile with Dr. Patrick McMillan

Heronswood has a long history collecting plants
in Chile and who better to guide us through the
landscape of this fascinating country than Patrick, who lived in Chile for many years!
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

For tickets, and full 2021 Event Calendar: Heronswood.odoo.com/event
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ROBOTS, Continued from Page 1
The PGST Health Clinic’s new droids are—for now—
named Lumiere and Sally.
“Lumiere and Sally are another tool to help us protect
our community. We already had stringent safety and sanitizing protocols in place; the robots provide yet another
layer of protection,” said Jolene Sullivan, PGST Health
Director.
Before LightStrike goes to work, every room has to be
cleaned as usual by cleaning team members. This includes wiping away all visible dirt and fluids, emptying
trash cans, and removing linens. Once the room is visibly
clean, LightStrike robots can get to work. Because of the
intense UV light used, no human beings can be in the
room during the process.
All cleaning data is stored in a cloud server for easy tracking by staff.
The PGST Health Clinic is looking forward to bringing
Lumiere and Sally with them into their new facility when
it opens this summer. To celebrate, they will be holding a
community naming contest to welcome the Clinic’s robot
cleaning crew.
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COVID, Continued from Page 1
• Parks and playgrounds are now open and cleaned
daily.
• Picnic areas are open.
• Traveling if you are not vaccinated is strongly discouraged to avoid bringing COVID-19 back to the
community.
COVID-19 is still a very real threat. Testing remains
available as needed. Call the Health Clinic to make arrangements.
It is strongly advised that all adults get vaccinated
against COVID-19. The Tribe’s doctors and Health
Clinic leadership believe that vaccinations are the key
to keeping the community safe.

All PGST community members can
make an appointment to get vaccinated now by calling 360-297-9674 or
scheduling online at
bookpgst.timetap.com.

Events @ Heronswood

Sex Lives of Plants with Dr. Ross Bayton

The beauty of flowers is uplifting and a balm to
the soul, but plants do not produce blooms for
our benefit. In this class, Ross describes the
many ways garden plants procreate.
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. in-garden event
mask & social distancing required
Pricing for PGST community: $35

Designing Gardens for Wildlife Diversity
with Dr. Patrick McMillan

A garden filled with colorful flowers need not be
at the expense of birds, mammals, and other
creatures that make their homes in our yards!
Patrick will show you how to ensure your garden
is beautiful and buzzinf with life!
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

For the full 2021 Event Calendar: Heronswood.odoo.com/event
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Tribal Government
Admin Building
Under Renovation

The Tribal Government Administration building is undergoing renovations to expand the Accounting department among other changes.
While construction is ongoing, the
current reception area will be closed.
Some Accounting and Receiving staff
will be moved to the Tribal Kitchen,
which will also be closed. Renovations
are expected to be completed in six
months. Reception can still be reached
by calling 360-297-2646.

Education Recognizes Star Students

The Education Department would
like to honor the following S’Klallam
students for their excellent hard work
and their 100% attendance during the
first semester!

Earth Day Cleanup
Contest

Natural Resources is holding an Earth
Day contest! Starting April 7, come
by the NR department to pick up
some biodegradable bags and gloves.
Starting April 12, bring your bag back
at least half full to the designated spot
outside the NR offices. Every bag you
bring in will earn an entry into a drawing on April 22.
BONUS: if you separate recycleable
items from the garbage, you will receive an extra entry!
Snap before and after photos of the
area you cleaned and send it to Nikki or Stormy OR post it to Facebook
with the hashtag #PGSTLovesOurPlanet for an extra entry!

Crabber and
Scientist Exchange

Elementary: Kolbie Carpenter, Kylie
Carpenter, Damien Charles, Logan
Charles, Savannah Fulton, Dayla Ives,
Kaleb Murphy, Ava Venneman, Madden Swift and Grace Roberts

Attention crabbers! Meet the Pacific
Northwest Crab Research Group and
learn more about the important work
they do. This is also a great opportunity to share your observations about
the species and ask questions!

Middle School: Cherish Goodall,
Trinity Ives, Jazlin Moran, Tayana
Decoteau and Rylee Tom

Topics will include larval crab monitoring, ocean acidification, hypoxia,
nearshore habitat, and more.

High School: Jacob Toney, Nathaniel
Gregory, Haley Hagen and Ella Hjert

This online event will be held on Tuesday, April 20 from 7-8:30 pm. Access
the video feed at
https://washington.zoom.
us/j/93027258874

Keep up the great work!!

More information can be found at
www.pnwcrab.com. Contact pnwcrab@gmail.com with any questions.

Questions about
the COVID-19
Vaccine?
Ask the Doctor!

While many PGST community members and staff have already received
their vaccine against COVID-19,
there are still people with questions
and concerns. To help address these,
the weekly memo is launching a new
Ask the Doctor column with your
questions answered by Dr. Luke McDaniel or Dr. Scott Lindquist.
Whether your concern is about a specific condition and how it might be
impacted by the vaccine, side effects,
immunity, or another topic, send your
vaccine related question via email
to lmcdaniel@pgst.nsn.us. Dr. McDaniel will review your question and
answer in an upcoming issue of the
weekly memo.
For immediate questions or to schedule an appointment for a vaccine
against COVID-19, please call 360297-9674.
ALL PGST Community members
and staff are eligible NOW for the
vaccines through the PGST Health
Clinic.
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Reminder: Check
the Tribe’s Website!

With all of the COVID closures,
many community members have
turned to social media for the latest news and information. While we
post as much as we can, as quickly as
we can on the Tribe’s Facebook page,
the Tribe’s website (pgst.nsn.us) often
offers expanded information on cur-

rent closures, disaster relief, and other
benefits being made available to Tribal members during this time. In addition, the front page of the website
will link to important forms or other
information, and appropriate contacts
to be able to access relief.
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Our Hands Are Up:

To Hatsi Trevathan who has worked
so hard scheduling and managing
appointments for the Tribe’s vaccine
clinic. Thank you for your hard work!
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Happy Birthday!
...to

April 1
Cherish Goodall
Cheri Ives
Dennis O’ Conner
April 2
Breana Ballmes
Braydon Flores
Arnold Fulton
Kaylee Jones
Cloe Sullivan
April 3
Jodi Fulton
April 4
Elizabeth Fulton
Michael Fulton
Anika Kessler
Eleanor Phillips
April 5
Edward Stark
April 6
Jaymon DeCoteau
Jordan DeCoteau
Zachary French			
Jalesa Johnson
William Lund
Brenda Seachord
Donald Sullivan
Stella Wellman
April 7
Susan Hanna
Donna Jones
Michael Nilluka
Courtney Sullivan
Nathaniel Swift
April 8
Camilia Ives
Eric Meyer
Shayna Reynolds

everyone celebrating in April!

April 10
Melia Moore
Lenore Edwards
Jordan Hankin
Sejena Hempeel
Theodore Moran
Julianna Sullivan
Fred Woodruff IV

April 17
Fawn Fredericks
Brian Lawrence

April 11
Jasmine Cole
Judy Fulton
Rachel Hudson
Zachary Johnson
Giovanni McPhaul
Izak Moran

April 19
Ryan Charles
Marjorie Tom
William Trevathan

April 12
Andrea Ashworth
Darren Ashworth
Michael Cole III
Aidan Purser
April 13
Elaine Fulton
Mark Ives
Joan Ann Murphy
Victoria Purser
Ryan Wellman
April 14
Kimberly Friesen
April 15
Roxanne
Cummings
Jessica Hankin
William Jones III
Dawn Jones
Beverly Michalscheck
Xzavier Roberts-Jones
April 16
Christy Lawrence
James Price
Heather Sullivan
Victor Tom

April 18
Shirley Greshem
Julie Lawrence
Barbara Schoenberg

April 20
Brian Groves
Benjamin Ives Jr.
Dwayne Ives
Foster Jones
April 21
Marcy Henderson
Jeremiah Hayes
Emily McBride
April 22
John Agauyo
Tayana Caldera
Teresa Hudson
Matthew Macomber
Debra Majerus
Daylon Martin
Raina Perry
Tleena Ives
Lena Tunkara
April 23
Ariyah Caspersen
Jayden Fulton
William Headley
Judith Hunt
Victoria Jackson
Gordan Nyjera
Deyani Purser
Jacqueline Smith

April 24
Jasmine DeCoteau
Sharilyn Michalscheck
Rose Purser
Timothy Seachord
April 25
Brandon Halsey
April 26
Nicole Aikman
Mayson Fulton
James Ives III
Kathleen Jones
Shelaya Landers
Dakota Purser
April 27
Tiani Doleman
Michael Johnson Jr
Amber Kalina
Alyssa Purser
Jazen Purser
Terrence Wellman
April 28
Nancy Bannach
Sharon Castro
Sierra Fox
Wendy Fulton
Rogina Beckwith
Lilly Tom
Tierrah Wellman
April 29
Kayla Nabors
Willow Sullivan
April 30
Jelen Cole
Shayla DeCoteau
Colleen Loux
Orion Mosher
Nancy Townsend
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — Curbside Service is
available so you can check out movies, books,
and magazines from your library. We provide
service in the Tribal Center Parking Lot 10 a.m.
to 3:40 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays. Come and talk to us there or call
us if you have any questions.
Any time you see us out in the parking lot with
a library crates, you can return items to us.
Both our book return bins are open all the time
now.
If you prefer to download books, music, or
magazines, please call us or check our home
page for instructions and available titles.
Online self-paced learning courses and
instructional videos on topics such as
technology, business, and design skills are
available with just your library card and a
device.

For general question and/or
updated COVID-19 information,
check our website krl.org or call
us at 360-297-2670.

Stay safe and we hope
to see you soon at the
library!

To get a virtual library card or make an
appointment to pick up items, please call 360297-2670 or visit our website at KRL.org. We
are here for you!

Schedule your COVID-19 vaccine now
online at bookpgst.timetap.com
or by calling 360-297-9674
Appointments are available weekly.
Get vaccinated to protect yourself and the community!
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