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Stillaguamish Tribe Gifts Canoe Carved by
Brian Perry to Port Gamble S’Klallams

“Honoring My Uncles”, a 3-seat canoe carved by PGST member Brian Perry, is
seen here at left coming ashore at Point Julia. The PGST Family Canoe travels alongside.

After more than a year of social distancing, celebrating
and mourning from afar, on Wednesday, July 28, the Port
Gamble S’Klallam Tribe was able to finally gather together
and host distant family and friends for the first time since
the start of the pandemic. As PGST welcomed members
of the Stillaguamish Tribe to shore at Point Julia, they
were all brought together for a singular purpose: a new canoe and to honor its creator, Brian Perry, an artist familiar
with taking chances.

shade of a giant maple for about a year. Every time I noticed it, I kept thinking that it is not quite big enough for
a house post and it had rot in the dead center from an old
railroad spike, but I kept thinking it should be utilized,”
said Perry.

“The slab laid outside at the old “Canoe House” under the

~Honoring My Uncles, Continued on Page 4

Collaborating with friends and other artists—including
mentor Duane Pasco—Perry came up with a plan: take
that forgotten cedar slab and turn it into a canoe. Because
of the state of the log, Perry decided to employ two difLast year, as a long, dark winter loomed, PGST mem- ferent techniques: dugout building—where a single log is
ber Perry pondered how to give new life to a cedar slab hallowed out and shaped as a canoe—and strip building,
log, which he first saw after becoming a carver and art- which uses individual “strips” of wood to build the sides
of a canoe, joining them at the stern and bow.
ist-in-residence for the Stillaguamish Tribe in 2019.
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Greg Trueb, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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PGST Purchases Development Rights
on Port Gamble Mill Site

ble S’Klallam Tribe. “Being able to grow and strengthen
the relationship between our Tribe and Rayonier’s team
has been essential in our ability to reach outcomes with
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe and Rayonier have an- shared benefits. We look forward to what the future
nounced the closing of the sale of a conservation ease- holds.” The Port Gamble S’Klallam reservation is located
ment for 18.4 acres on the former Pope & Talbot mill site directly across from the site, separated by Nookayet, the
in Port Gamble, Washington from Rayonier’s subsidiary Tribe’s name for Port Gamble Bay.
Raydient. The conservation easement will restrict development and sets out the process for restoration and public “This transaction demonstrates Rayonier’s commitment
access on portions of the former mill site. The funding for to follow through with the historic agreement struck in
the acquisition came from the Estuary and Salmon Resto- 2019 between the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe and Pope
ration Program, the Washington Wildlife and Recreation Resources,” said David Nunes, President and CEO of
Program, and the Aquatic Lands and Enhancement Ac- Rayonier. “We see this as an important step in helping to
count, administered by the Washington State Recreation preserve the rich heritage of the historic townsite of Port
and Conservation Office and the Washington Depart- Gamble and look forward to continuing to strengthen
our relationship with the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe.”
ment of Fish and Wildlife.

Note: This is a joint press release between PGST and Rayonier.

“Over the last several years, there has been tremendous
progress in protecting, restoring, and preserving areas that
have great cultural and historical importance to the Port
Gamble S’Klallams. This agreement is particularly significant as the mill site provides a direct connection to
our Tribe’s ancestors, who once had a village at that location,” said Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman of the Port Gam-

“The conservation and restoration of this portion of the
mill site will serve as a cornerstone as we move forward
with the redevelopment of the town of Port Gamble,” said
Jon Rose, Vice President of Raydient. “The restored mill
site will be a great amenity for the town and for the surrounding communities.”
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Honoring My Uncles
Continued from Cover
Not only is this hybrid design unusual, but Perry’s plans were
also further complicated by the fact that he had never made a
canoe by himself before. Perry, whose work includes a house
post-style totem pole installed at Heronswood Garden, is relatively new to being a full-time artist. While he had concerns
about his skills, his supervisor, Tara Smith encouraged him to
move forward and quickly embraced gifting the little Salish
Bay canoe to Brian’s Tribe when he presented her with the
idea.
“I’m amazed by the generosity of the Stillaguamish,” said
Perry. “The first canoe I worked on for them was a river canoe that they then gifted. For this canoe (that was gifted to
PGST), I’m on the clock making this canoe, and I had all
these doubts in my abilities. My boss just told me to do it
and this really allowed me to put the doubt aside and move
forward.”
And that’s how, on a sunny day in late July, the canoe,
(pronounced “na na too kwuh - na tsa yotchss”) was welcomed by the Port Gamble
S’Klallams. The name means “Honoring My Uncles.” Laura
Price, PGST’s Cultural Resources Director, explains: “Brian
dedicated the canoe in memory of his uncles and mentors the
late Robert Michael Jones Sr., the late Oliver George Jones
and the late Gerald Jacob Jones.”
A delegation from the Stillaguamish tribe pulled the 3-seat
canoe through the bay, known as Nookayet, to Point Julia,
gliding alongside PGST’s canoe. Members of Perry’s family—
including his mother, Donna—welcomed the Stillaguamish
ashore and shared thanks in the S’Klallam language.
After a brief ceremony at Point Julia, the PGST Canoe Family brought
to the PGST
Longhouse to finish the Waking the Canoe ceremony and
celebrate with a feast, songs, gifts, and reunions with family
and friends that lasted well into the night.
During the festivities, Perry was moved by memories of growing up on the PGST reservation surrounded by family and
friends, many of whom were in attendance to celebrate his
work. “I’ve been grateful to have such strong, gentle men in
my life. When I lived here, I always had a place to go,” said
Perry. “Reconnecting with people here I’m reminded that this

Above: Honoring My Uncles makes its
journey from Point Julia to its welcoming
ceremony in the Longhouse
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Artist Brian Perry is joined by his mother, Donna Jones, as he addresses the gathered family and friends in the Longhouse during the ceremony for Honoring My Uncles. Cousin Anthony Jones, who helped welcome the canoe ashore,
stands in the background.

is still my home. With this canoe I honor where I came
from and where I am.”

canoe is all things beautiful: environmental, social, spiritual. It’s everything.”

Throughout the evening, several people spoke of the importance of canoes—and Canoe Journey—in uniting
tribes. “Our culture was taken from us and we’re taking
it back. Canoe Journey brings us all together,” said PGST
member Joe Price.

At the ceremony, Steiner joined sister, Kara Horton-Wright, to gift their brother several items on behalf
of PGST, including a cedar hat made by Horton-Wright.
Three beads were added to each side of the hat: one side
representing Perry’s two children and grandchild, the other for his past, present, and future.

“Canoes rekindle the flame of a living culture,” said Anthony Jones, Perry’s cousin. “The flame flickers, but it
has never gone out. The culture of the canoe has kept the
flame alive.
Perry’s sister, Gina Steiner, worked with the rest of the
family in planning the celebration and is humbled by
Stillaguamish’s generosity and what it represents. “The
canoe is one of our greatest assets for bringing people together,” said Steiner. “It unifies us, strengthens us, and
allows us to be outdoors, on our ancestral highways. The

For Perry, who, in his early 50s, gave up a stable job for
the uncertainty of being a full-time artist, the future is
exciting.
“It feels like chasing dreams is not ridiculous. Quitting
my job was one of the scariest things I’ve ever done in
my life, while being scared of not making it was all too
real. But if you have the courage to push through it can
happen,” said Perry.
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Events @ Heronswood

Gardening in High Summer
with Dan Hinkley

After the exuberance of spring, late summer can
sometimes fall flat, with a distinct lull in the floral
feast. Dan will explore how to fill this gap with a
wide selection of exciting plants and a peek at his
own garden’s to-do list.
12 - 1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

Bring on the Bulbs
with Dr. Patrick McMillan

The Traveler’s Garden: Argentina
with Sue Milliken & Kelly Dodson

In their last adventure before COVID-19, Sue and
Kelly from Far Reaches Botanical Conservancy
explored the diverse landscapes of Argentina.
From cactus-filled deserts to cloud forest, from
grasslands to alpine zones, join them as they
recount their adventures.
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

Palms & Exotics for PNW Gardens
with Dr. Ross Bayton

Learn the process of choosing good, healthy
bulbs! Patrick will also show you how to plant
them, demonstrate bulb ‘lasagna’ container planting, and reveal his favorite spring-flowering bulbs.

Nothing creates a more tropical effect in the
garden than a palm tree. Join this discussion on
hardy palms, their cultivation, and the many exotic palm-like plants you can grow in your garden.

10 am-1 pm in-garden class
Pricing for PGST community: $35
Social distancing and masks are required. Class
may be rescheuled in event of poor weather.

12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

For the full 2021 Event Calendar: Heronswood.odoo.com/event
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

PGST Reissues Mask
Mandate

With a rise in positive COVID cases,
PGST leadership has reinstituted a mask
mandate for all Tribal Government
offices, including the Tribal Center, all
department buildings, the Foundation,
and Tribal Gaming. This went into
effect on Monday, August 2 and will
continue indefinitely.

The vaccine is still highly recommended
and is the best protection from infection
and, in rare breakthrough cases, developing the worst symptoms, including those
resulting in hospitalization or death.
Health staff are telling us that, of the
current cases, vaccinated people have far
fewer symptoms than those who are not.

New Health Center
Now Open!

After over a year of construction (that
continued during the pandemic), the
new integrated Health Center opens
its doors to the PGST community on
Monday, August 9.

The 22,500-square-foot space is two
stories and includes space for medical, dental, and mental health care all
under one roof. it also provides space
for community gatherings. Check out
next month’s issue, which will cover the
Grand Opening festivites!

Tribal Council
Election Results

Jeromy Sullivan was elected again as
Chairman. Sullivan provided steady
leadership and support during the
pandemic and has been recognized for
his direction on various issues, including
those related to Natural Resources.
Donovan “Doc” Ashworth won a third
term as Council Person II. A former
member of the Tribe’s Fisheries Committee, Ashworth makes his living as a
commercial diver and fisherman.

•

another clinic outside PGST or if
you received your final dose after
July 8, 2021.
Completed new vendor form,
which can be picked up from the
front desk or accounting.

To be eligible for the $200 payment,
requests must be received by August 31.

Discounts at High
Point now available
for PGST members

Matthew Ives was reelected as Council
Person III, a position he has held since
2017. A treaty commercial fisherman,
Matt is the Council’s liaison to the
Tribe’s Fisheries Committee.

High Point has announced a 20% discount on all non-discounted products
to enrolled PGST members over the age
of 21. This discount does not extend to
non-Tribal spouses or family.

Tribal Council elections were held on
Monday, July 12. Only enrolled Tribal
members were eligible to vote. Voting
was held in-person and via absentee
ballot that had to be received by election
night.

In order to receive a discount, in addition
to being a PGST member and being over
21, eligible customers must have a valid
PGS Tribal ID AND a valid State ID or
driver’s license. Upon verification of eligibility, each PGST member customer will
be offered a one-time option of choosing
to receive the 20% discount or remain
enrolled in the current point system.
With the exception of 10% online order
discount, no other discounts are available
to those who use the 20% discount for
PGST members.

It’s Not Too Late:
Claim Your $200 Vax
Reward

If you missed the distribution of the
$200 rewards for vaccinated individuals
or weren’t vaccinated in time, it’s not
too late: you can still submit a request to
mail a check!
To request your $200, send an email
to tashejoy@pgst.nsn.us. In the email
include:
• Proof of vaccine if received from

Joint accounts will no longer be allowed
unless both customers are PGST members. If only one person has a valid Tribal ID then separate accounts will be required.
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...to
August 1
Kyle Clausen
John S. DeCoteau
Cynthia Thompson
August 2
Domynique Archambault
Gordon Donaldson
Justin McGovern
Tyler Streun
August 3
Talia DeCoteau
Richard Fulton
Thaddeaus Harrison
August 4
Skylene Gritton
Joseph Tom
August 5
Earl Affonce
Kolby Carpenter
Dakota Gaines-Melton
Janie Whisler
August 6
Tristan DeCoteau-Gurney
Brooklyn Weaver
August 7
Ian Baze
Lisa Magdaleno
August 8
Ciarra Hanna
Faith Williams
August 9
Sophia Clifton
Sabrena Edwards
Naomi Reynolds
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Happy Birthday!

everyone celebrating in AUGUST
August 10
Derek Bendixsen
Phillip Davis
Brad Ives
Bradley Ives
Kiana Jones
Alishawnee Pierce
August 11
Devlin Bowling
Justeen Komok
August 12
Lenny Murphy
August 13
Walter Jacobsen
Georgia Makris
Gregory Sullivan
Halle Trevathan
Linda Turman
Ann Zent
August 14
Geronimo Jones
Nakaya Purser-DeCoteau

August 17
Tawny DeCoteau
David Perry
Victor Tom
Joshua Wooster

August 25
Marissa Fulton
Bailey Horton
Ryleigh Horton
Jeffrey Lund

August 18
John DeCoteau
John Ewing
Randal Michalscheck
Jayla Moon
Johnathan Smart II

August 26
Rayna Espinosa-Ives
Misty Gamble

August 19
Penny DeCoteau
Edna Ives
Sara Leavitt
Presley Veregge
August 20
Benjamin Jones-Stewart
Alexander Moff
Alan Nystrom
August 21
Derryck DeCoteau

August 15
Sylvia Charles
Judith Fitzgerald
Viola Loescher

August 22
John Gresham
Benjamin Knowlton
Conlee McDonald

August 16
Cheyenne DeCoteau
Leonda Najera
Aaron Newman
Katrina Plankenhorn
Christine Verveer

August 23
Rodolfo Alarcon
Josef Swift
August 24
Scott Fulton
Darlene Peters
Marcelene Sparks
Adrienne Trevathan

August 27
Lorreena Broten
Aletcia Ives
Jennifer Wise
August 28
Hillary Purser
Francine Swift
Samantha Wise
August 29
Cindy Combes
Mark Nilluka
Kelly Tom
August 30
Carla Edwards
Sharlene Jackson
Cassandra Laroche
Danielle Maxwell
Patricia Melton
August 31
Kish Castonguay
Grace Gouley
Misty Bowechop
Payton Moyer
Ashton Purser
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — There is new excitement
at your library. Construction on the Health
Center is finished, and parking will be available
closer to the library soon.
We no longer have limits on occupancy nor
on the length of time you can stay inside the
building. You can:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Browse
Check out movies, music, books and video
games
Find a seat to read and study
Use a public computer
Print and copy
Enjoy free Wi-Fi on your personal devices
Get reference and account assistance at
the desk
Pick up your holds in-branch or curbside

There is still time to finish Summer Learning
and pick up a prize beginning August 1 while
they last.
By the time you read this, masks will not
be required for vaccinated patrons. Face
coverings and social distancing will continue
for unvaccinated individuals. Curbside Service
will be an option for holds pick up. Because
our parking may change soon due to finished
construction, please call to make a reservation
for curbside pickup. That way we can let you
know where it is currently located.

Please call us at 360-297-2670 for
more information on our transition
back to full services. You can also
visit our website at KRL.org.
Hours are 10 am to 4 pm weekdays
and 10 am to 1 pm on Saturdays.
Visit us to sign up for Summer
Learning!

We will see you soon at
the library!
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