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Updated Guidance on Celebrating Safely &
the Future in the Fight Against COVID
The holiday season is here and there are plenty of
reasons to celebrate!
After a 2020 Christmas season that was less than
jolly, the arrival of 2021 brought vaccines in the
fight against COVID-19 as Tribal leaders continued to work to keep the community safe.
Now, almost two years since the start of the pandemic, masks have become a wardrobe staple, social events have evolved, and more than 60% of the
adult PGST community has been fully vaccinated.
A vaccine mandate that went into effect on November 1 ensures that 100% of government and tribal
entity staff are vaccinated. Guided by doctors, medical professionals, and science, Tribal leadership has
made—sometimes, difficult—decisions that have,
ultimately, limited the community’s exposure to
the virus.
“It’s been a long road and we’re certainly in a better
place than we were a year ago,” said Jolene Sullivan,
PGST’s Health Director. “We also know that the
threat of COVID is still very real. This means we
have to remain diligent and cautious, balancing the
need for family and togetherness with keeping everyone healthy.”
This holiday season, the PGST Health Center encourages community households to limit gatherings to immediate family members and/or those
people members of the household are already routinely around. For now, they ask that large extended
family gatherings are delayed.

Experts agree that masks are here to stay for now

As 2021 comes to an end, here are a few of the recent developments surrounding COVID-19 and what they might mean for
the pandemic’s future:
Boosters are here for all adults
Recently, the CDC approved boosters for all vaccinated adults.
The U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention generally
recommends a booster dose at least six months after the final
dose of the primary series.
Booster doses have been shown to provide an increased immune response. While breakthrough cases happen, vaccinated
individuals—independent of a booster dose—have much lower
rates of severe illness, hospitalization, and death compared to
the unvaccinated.
~COVID 2021
Continued on Page 7
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346
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This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Kitsap Audubon Counts Birds at Point Julia

Volunteer spots still available for annual Christmas Bird Count on January 2
bon Society, describes it: “Basically, if you’re standing at
the Suquamish pier and look north, that’s the (counting
area).” Included in this newer, northern Kitsap counting
circle is Point Julia.
According to Standish, Point Julia is a very important habitat to include in the Christmas Bird Count because it has
“a really nice sandy beach and there aren’t a lot of those in
Kitsap County. You see some really interesting species (at
Point Julia) that we don’t get at other places in our circle.”

The Western Gull, which is often seen at Point Julia
during the Christmas Bird Count.
Photo credit: Audubon Society

In the late 1800s, there was a tradition called the
Christmas “Side Hunt”. Hunters, farmers, and townsfolk would grab their guns on a designated day around
the holiday season; whomever ended the day with the
biggest pile of feathered and/or furry critters was declared the winner.

One of the species seemingly more unique to Point Julia
is the Western Gull, which, according to the Audubon
Society, is the only gull that nests along the Pacific Coast.
Standish says it is unknown why the Western Gull is just
not as common in other parts of the county.
It’s exactly this kind of information that makes the Christmas Bird Count an important tool in helping conservationists, researchers, and biologists study the health and
vitality of bird populations in the western hemisphere.

As conservationism began to take root around the turn
of the century, an alternative was proposed: instead of
killing birds, what if the time was spent counting them?
In 1900, this idea for a “bird census” was adopted by
the Audubon Society and has continued annually.

“All the data collected allows us to see how different species are doing, whether you’re seeing more than another
kind of bird from year to year, if the populations fluctuate.
It shows the impacts of things like climate change,” said
Standish, who helps to compile data collected by the bird
count.

Today, the Christmas Bird Count boasts over 80,000
participating volunteers working to survey species of
feathered friends throughout the United States and in
parts of Canada, Mexico, and South America. This includes counts taking place in Kitsap County!

Standish, who became interested in birding while she was
living in Hawaii, hopes to see some new faces experiencing
the Bird Count this year. “(The Christmas Bird Count) is
a really fun event and people look forward to it every year.
It’s a great reason to get outside!”

The Kitsap chapter of the Audubon Society has been
participating in the Christmas Bird Count for decades,
counting birds in a 15-mile radius that covers parts
of Bremerton, Silverdale, Port Orchard, Poulsbo, and
Bainbridge Island.

The Kitsap Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count that
includes Point Julia is scheduled for Sunday, January 2.
The organization is still accepting volunteers to participate. For more information or to volunteer, please email
Jennifer Standish at magma1306@gmail.com.

In 2017, another counting circle was added: an area
that includes Port Gamble, Port Ludlow, Hansville,
Indianola, and Kingston, among other locations. As
Jennifer Standish, co-treasurer of the Kitsap Audu-

For more information about the Kitsap Audubon Christmas Bird Count, including survey results since 2018,
please visit https://www.kitsapaudubon.org/christmasbird-count.
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Brownfields: What were those
people with the excavator up to?
Environmental News

December 2021

This fall you may have seen PGST staff poking around in the dirt
with contractors and heavy equipment. What is going on and
should you be concerned?
These activities are part of PGST's Brownfields Program.
What is a brownfield and why should I care?
Brownfields are areas with real or perceived harmful pollution,
for example:
abandoned buildings

empty lots

trash dumps

Importantly, even if pollution is discovered, brownfields can
be cleaned up and turned into safe places to live, work,
and even to grow food!

Addressing brownfields improves everything from health and
jobs to community pride and property values.

Josh Carter (PGST, right) and Aaron
Wisher (Stantec, left) look on as
Ashley Brown (PGST) excavates a
sampling trench to test how far lead
from the shooting range has gone.

Known Brownfield Sites
The Natural Resources Dept's brownfield inventory currently
has 12 sites, shown by blue markers in the map at right.

Known Brownfield Sites
November 2021

Learn more about the brownfields program at:
http://nr.pgst.nsn.us/environmental-program/brownfields
The Bars
Pollution due to dumping and historic activity. Fall 2021
sampling found asbestos in concrete at the site. Please do
not disturb the concrete: it's safe as long as it's left alone.
Illegal Dumping Sites
Most PGST brownfields are due to illegal waste disposal
(cars, appliances, animal carcasses, household trash,
building materials, etc.). Many harmful materials can pollute
water, air, soil, and plants at these sites. NR is evaluating
cleanup options for these sites.
Old Hansville Landfill Plume
Water carries pollution from the old landfill underground
until it emerges in springs. The approximate affected area is
shown in orange. This is why the beach from Roger
Sullivan's house to Middle Creek is closed to all species. Use
of Middle Creek water, and consumption of plants that grow
in the orange area may expose you to toxins. This pollution
is monitored by NR and others, and is improving with time.
Archery Range
Pollution was a potential concern due to past land use.
Assessments were conducted and PGST has already
completed cleanup!

PGST Rez
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Heronswood Goes to Olympia for Christmas!
Garden donates ferns for Capitol holiday display

trees with ferns around their base. For the display, Heronswood donated 15 three-gallon pots of Western Sword Ferns
and Cascade Barberry.

Merry Christmas! A team at Heronswood prepares ferns for the Capitol holiday display

Plants from Heronswood Garden are included in the
living holiday display in the Rotunda of the Legislative
building in Olympia, Washington. The display is active
and available to the public through January 2, 2022.

“Perhaps no plant is as iconic of the great forests of the Pacific
Northwest as the Western Sword Fern (Polystichum munitum),” said Patrick McMillan, Heronswood’s Garden Director. “It often forms a blanket along the forest floor of dark
green, evergreen leaves. This fern is dominant in the forests
of the S’Klallam lands. Cascade Barberry (Mahonia nervosa), another evergreen, is a small shrub, much shorter than its
cousin, the Oregon Grape. Fragrant, yellow flowers are followed by dark purplish berries, which are edible. It is also very
common in the forests of the S’Klallam territory.”
The donation was made at the request of Cynthia Barrett, a
longtime Heronswood fan, who also happens to be the Property Manager in charge of the Capitol grounds for the State
of Washington.

The Capitol holiday display features Washington-made After the holiday display is taken down, the Heronswood
items and native greenery symbolizing hope, resilience, plants will become a permanent addition to the landscaping
and growth. It will feature several varieties of evergreen around the Capitol grounds.

    Trinity Ives

Congratulations
Clara Jones

  Lilly Moff

The team at Career & Education would like to congratulate these
outstanding young people for their attendance and excellent academic achievements. Way to go!
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COVID 2021
Continued from Cover
PGST’s Medical Director, Dr. Luke McDaniel, recommends
a booster for anyone—including the young and healthy—
who spends time with Elders or around people with underlying health conditions. “The booster is protective measure;
not just for the person who gets it, but, almost more importantly, to prevent possible spread to those who are most
vulnerable.”
Vaccine available for kids aged 5+
In May, the Pfizer vaccine was approved for youth aged 12
to 17. Kids as young as five became eligible to receive the
vaccine in November. While young people generally experience mild symptoms, vaccinating youth protects older, more
susceptible members of the community.
Vaccines for children under five are expected to be approved
in 2022.
Treatments for COVID continue to improve
As doctors and scientists have learned more about COVID,
treatments have improved. One of the more effective options is the use of Monoclonal antibodies, which can enhance or mimic the immune system’s ability to fight a virus.
The PGST Health Center has been offering this treatment
to community members since the fall of 2021.
In addition, other possible treatments are being tested or are
under review by the FDA that could decrease symptoms,
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hospitalizations, and deaths from COVID-19.
COVID continues to spread, new variants identified
While vaccines have helped keep people healthy, COVID
continues to evolve and spread. As of December 2021, the
CDC is keeping close watch on two “variants of concern”,
including Delta and Omicron.
Added up, what this all means for 2022, is better immunity
and tools against COVID-19. It also points to the efficacy
of vaccines as well as masks and other protective measures
that are likely here to stay for, at least, the immediate future.
“There’s a lot to be hopeful for; we’ve come so far from the
early days of COVID,” said Sullivan. “We’re so thankful
and proud of our community members who have worked
so hard to protect themselves, their families, and our Elders.
The pandemic has changed all our lives and while the solutions aren’t always perfect, we have found ways to live in this
‘new normal’ that prioritizes keeping our community safe.”
The PGST Health Center continues to host weekly vaccine
clinics. To schedule an appointment for an initial vaccine for
anyone over the age of five or a booster dose for adults aged
18 and older, please visit www.bookpgst.timetap.com.
For any questions related to COVID, testing, or vaccines,
please call the Health Center’s COVID line at 360-2979674.

On November 17, the PGST Police
Department held a food drive in Gliding
Eagle’s parking lot. The goal was to fill
a police car with food and present it to
the Port Gamble Food Bank.
With donations from the Tribal community and the surrounding neighbors,
they were able to reach their goal with a
donation of 28 bags of groceries to the
Food Bank!
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

COVID Community Support Approved by Tribal Council
PGS Tribal Council has approved $5,000 in assistance to enrolled Tribal members, aged 18 years and
older.
In order to receive payment, you must complete an application,
which can be found on the opposite page.
Applications received BEFORE 4:30 pm on December 7, 2021 will receive payment in December. All
others will be processed in 2022. The deadline for applications is March 31, 2022.
Send completed applications to gwapps@pgst.nsn.us. You can also download an application
and review the full policy at www.pgst.nsn.us.

2021 Christmas &
New Year’s
Drive-Thru Event

Due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
is not hosting any in-person holiday
events. To help replace these events,
there is a drive-thru holiday party on
Tuesday, December 21 beginning at 3
pm at the Tribal Center and going until
all supplies are gone.
Supplies bags include items to help celebrate Christmas and New Year’s and are
limited to one per household and you
must attend in person to receive a bag.
Picking up for other families or family
members is not allowed. Also included
in the bags will be sick kits and PPE.
This drive-thru event is limited to
households with enrolled PGST as well
as community members living on the
PGST reservation. Thank you for your
understanding!

Staff Holiday Bazaar
+ Flu Vaccines:
December 16

Calling all staff! Shop for Christmas
or yourself at our Staff Holiday Bazaar
from 8 am through lunch on Thursday,
December 16. Vendors will be set up
outside in front of the Longhouse and in
the Health Center Courtyard.
The Holiday Bazaar is happening at the
same time as staff COVID testing in
the Longhouse. In addition, flu vaccines
will be available from 10:30 am to 11:30
am. in the Longhouse and from 12:30
to 2:30 pm at The Point Hotel.

To ensure that anyone who might need
a COVID test can get one during the
holiday season, the Health Center is
hosting a special COVID testing for the
community on Monday, December 27
from 9 am to 11 am. This drive-thru
clinic is for any community member
who would like a test. No appointment
is necessary.
For any questions on COVID, vaccines,
or testing, please call the Health Center’s
COVID line at 360-297-9674 during
regular office hours.
After hours, please contact Jolene Sullivan at 360-860-0375. For emergencies,
always call 9-1-1.

Special COVID
Sign up for PGST text
Community
notifications
Testing: December 27 Want to receive important informaThe PGST Health Center is closed
December 24-28 and December 31
through January 3.

tion and notifications right to your
cell phone? Register for the Tribe’s text
notifications by texting ‘subscribe’ to
360-996-1635.
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A Happy Birthday to You!

Celebrating your special day in the month of DECEMBER!
December 1
Stormy Clausen
Tristan Combes
Michael Fulton
Lenard Jackson
Joziah Knight
December 2
Brett DeCoteau
James Ives Jr.
Gary Lawrence Jr
Gordon Najera Jr.
Jeminia Tom
December 3
Anthony Bailey
December 4
Keith Fundak
Aiyanna Hlavinka
Sharon Ives
December 5
Kristin McCray
Lily Moff
December 6
Bradley Abad
December 7
Bear Fulton
Rigel Mosher
Loretta Traxel
December 8
Amanda Countryman
Phillip Fulton
Brayden Jackson
December 9
Tauna Clausen
Halle Purser
Angela Straw
Hawa Tunkara

December 10
Dana Folz
Chelsi Hunt
Krista Jacobsen
Xavier Redbird
Brooke Weedman
Larry Wooster
December 11
Marion Ives
Branden Kelliher
December 12
Lisa Brandt
Daniel DeCoteau Sr.
Bruce DeCoteau
Jericho Hanson
December 13
Karalee Crawford
Janice Given
Christopher Jones
Lelaina Knight
December 14
Maleri Ashworth
Marlo Charles
Kalista Flores
Matthew Oliver
Christina White
December 15
Hoksila Archambault
Tonya Bray
Mychal Oliver
Michael Sullivan Jr.
Leanne Tom
December 16
John Aikman
Cody Najera
Leeann Rogers

December 17
Marie Anderson
David Ensslin
Alison Fulton
Heather George
Lawrence George
Jennifer Janas
Daryl Sullivan
Nicholas Sullivan
December 18
Bryce Decoteau
Bronson Folz-Edwards
Destiny Jeffreys
Gabrielle Turnier
December 19
Lori Joseph
Joseph Oliver
Jordan Purser
Elisha Stark
December 20
Theodore George
Jack Grady
Nathaniel Lehman
Dawn McElroy
Sarah Wheeler
December 21
Taylor Purser
Joseph Scheibner
Misty Sorensen
Greyson West
Fred Woodruff III
December 22
Keith Fulton
Bridgette Hart
Ricky Sullivan
Morgan Veregge
December 23
Damien Charles
Terrance Seachord

December 24
Shelby Bray
Forrest Holtyn
Jack Knox
Cyrene Tooze
Aiyana Wellman Merritt
December 25
Alysia Anderson
Samuel Bidtah
Tina Murphy
Debra Payne
December 26
Zachariah Adams
Clara Jackson
Tracy Seachord
December 27
George Jones
Hope Jones-Calhoun
Deanna Lund
Sawyer Purser
December 28
Jonathan Black
Kira Moran
Jaxon Reynolds
December 29
Jo Ann Decoteau,
Anthony Pinkston
Calvin Williams
December 30
Britney Weedman
December 31
Wanda Medina
Matthew Jones
Matthew Tom
Rondi Webb
Lisa Weicht
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS —Your library will be open
five more hours per week beginning December
1, 2021. The new hours will be Monday through
Friday 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m. to
1 p.m.

All branches of Kitsap Regional Library
will be closed December 24 and 25 for
the Christmas holiday.

December is my last month of work. It has been
an honor to serve in this wonderful community.
I have spent most of the last thirty-three years
working here, and I shall miss you all. You are why
I returned to school to become a librarian. Without
the encouragement of Sue Jones, my career
would not have been possible. I shall be forever
grateful. It has been my life’s work to design
custom toolkits to transform a life for a moment or
forever. The staff at your library can be depended
upon to provide excellent service.

Our building is open 10 a.m. to 5
p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays.

The Little Boston Book Group for adults will meet
online December 1, from 1-2 p.m. to discuss “The
Lost Pianos of Siberia” by Sophy Roberts. The
link to the Zoom meeting is on our website under
Classes and Events..

If you would like Curbside Pickup, we
will be happy to serve you. Please call
us at 360-297-2670 to let us know.
Masks are required as of this writing.

We will see you soon at
the library!
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