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COVID-19 Outbreak Hits PGST Community

The PGST community is certainly far from alone in seeing an uptick in cases of COVID-19 as winter sets in.
In the United States, daily cases are over 200,000 with
deaths spiking to 3,000 daily. Washington state has seen
daily cases increase to at least 2,000 a day and, in Kitsap County, there have been recent outbreaks traced back
In a letter distributed to the community in a package of to Suquamish, the Martha & Mary facility in Poulsbo,
PPE, Tribal leadership identified the likely cause of most Bremerton’s Fred Meyer, and St. Michael’s Medical Cenof the recent infections to Thanksgiving-related gather- ter.
ings. “This past week, people got complacent. They had
dinners. They got together with loved ones. We’re now In response to increasing cases, Governor Jay Inslee isseeing the consequences of those actions. If you’re one sued tighter restrictions on public spaces, restaurants,
of the affected, this notice is not meant to shame—we fitness centers, and retail establishments that will be in
hope for a quick and uneventful recovery. It is important effect at least through December 14.
though that we all, as a community, learn from where we
The most recent cases of COVID-19 in the PGST comfind ourselves right now.”
munity have presented mainly with headaches and/or
The letter went on to stress the need for diligence as the gastrointestinal issues. In the early days of the pandemic,
holiday season continues: “However safe you think you’re it was thought that the first symptom of most COVID-19
being, find ways to be safer. Stay home. Keep your kids infections was a fever; now it’s understood that not all
home. Mask up if you do need to head out. Take any cases include a fever.
~COVID Outbreak,
symptom of illness seriously.”
Just after Thanksgiving week, a surge of COVID-19 hit
the PGST community resulting in over 13 cases. As a
result of these positives, close to 50 people were identified
as “contacts of a contact” through contact tracing and
told to self-quarantine.

Continued on page 7
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Jamie Aikman, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• N/A, Chief Executive Office, NooKayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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PGST Police Department Welcomes K9 Unit
In late February 2020, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal
Council voted to allow the creation of a Police K9 program
for the Police Department.
Soon after, the new team—Port Gamble S’Klallam Police
Officer Jeffrey Crippen and K9 Cooper—started the process to become a Washington State Certified Police Canine
Team. On November 15, the team graduated from the certification program and started work.
Officer Crippen, who has 28 years experience in law enforcement, is responsible for the care of K9 Cooper, 24
hours a day, seven days a week.
K9 Cooper is a six-year-old German Shepherd who loves to
play with his ball or Kong toy.
PGST Officer Jeffrey Crippen
and his K9 partner, Cooper

You might have heard K9 Cooper barking—a testament to
how social he is! If you’d like to meet this newest officer,
please contact the PGST Police Department!

Important Phone Numbers and Contact Guidelines
General Inquiries:
360-297-2646
Elders Liaison:
Alena George at 360-337-9935 or 360-2979689
Elders should not be leaving their homes or
going into public at all. Please call Alena for
any needs.
Medical Clinic:
360-297-2840 (M-F, 8 am-4:30 pm)
360-200-1386 (after hours and on weekends)
Please call before coming to the Clinic for
any need.

Dental Clinic:
Open for emergencies only.
Call Emergency Operations.
Wellness Clinic:
360-297-6326
Running on limited staff during regular business hours. Please leave a voicemail and
someone will get back to you. The Food
Bank is also open.
Natural Resources:
360-516-3206
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COVID Contact Tracing: What It Is & How It Works
Throughout the COVID-19 crisis, you’ve probably heard the
term “contact tracing”, but you might be understandably confused by what it means, how the process works, and how it
protects you and the community.
Contact tracing is simply the process of identifying cases of
infection and those who have been in direct contact with those
who are infected. The goal of contact tracing is to stop further
disease transmission.
Contact tracing is done by contact tracers, who are medical
professionals or staff directed by medical professionals. They
are basically detectives tracking down the potential path of the
virus and stopping it before it can do more damage.
The Tribe’s contact tracers are staff members of the Health
Clinic and lead by Jolene Sullivan, Director of Health Services
for the Tribe.

Contact tracers are most concerned with people who can be
defined as a “close contact”. A “close contact” is someone who
had direct contact, where social distancing was not possible or
practiced, for at least 15 minutes with a person who has tested
positive for COVID-19. This is independent of whether masks
were worn or not.
A “close contact” needs to self-quarantine for 10 days and be
tested if they develop any symptoms. They are tested regardless within 24-48 hours before self-quarantine ends to ensure
a negative result.
People who were in contact with the “contact of a contact”, but
not in direct contact with a person infected with COVID-19
have little risk of infection. They do not need to quarantine or
isolate more than they already have been.

Once a case of COVID-19 is identified, contact tracers go to
work. They talk to those sickened to create a list of people they
have had direct contact with within the probable incubation
period.

While being a “contact of a contact” does not mean illness is
inevitable, it is very important that they self-quarantine, which
includes isolating as much as possible even from other people
in their home. This stops the virus in its tracks and prevents
further infections.

Let’s take a moment to talk about incubation. This means the
amount of time from exposure to the virus to actually becoming ill (or testing positive if, ultimately, asymptomatic). Infected
individuals can start experiencing symptoms in as little as two
days. Most people have symptoms within five to seven days. The
potential incubation period for COVID-19 is as long as 14 days,
though most people present symptoms within 10 days.

Tribal leadership recognizes that self-quarantining is difficult
and they do what they can to help. Anyone who is contacted
by a contact tracer needs to take their advice seriously. Also,
community members are encouraged to create their own “sick
day kits”—at least a week’s worth of non-perishable food and
supplies, including pain relievers, cough medicine, and a thermometer.

Cleaning & Disinfecting Your Home After COVID
If someone in your household has fallen ill with COVID-19
or is isolating due to exposure, follow these steps to clean and
disinfect your home:
• As much as possible, an ill or isolating person should stay in
a specific room and away from other people in the home. If
a separate bathroom is not possible, the bathroom should
be cleaned and disinfected after each use by the ill person.
• Other members in the household should wear a mask
around an ill or isolating person, stay distanced as much
as possible, and wash hands frequently. Clean and disinfect
high-touch surfaces daily. These include doorknobs, light
switches, game controllers, phones, tablets, touch screens,

•
•

•

remote controls, toilets, sinks, tables, and countertops.
Wear disposable gloves when cleaning and disinfecting surfaces. If disposable gloves are not possible, reusable gloves
should be dedicated to COVID cleaning only.
A number of on-the-market, common household products disinfect against COVID-19. Many will advertise this
on their label. Generally, look for any product containing
active ingredients such as ethanol, hydrogen peroxide, or
quaternay ammonium.
Clothing, towels, or bedding that has been in contact with
an ill person should be laundered immediately. Use gloves
when handling. Do not shake out dirty laundry.
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Health Clinic Celebrated with Beam Signing
On Monday, November 23, Tribal leaders, Health Clinic staff, project managers, and the on-site crew from Korsmo Construction came
together for a beam signing to commemorate the new Health Clinic, which is currently under construction.
Beam signings allow people involved in a construction project to
leave their “mark” on it by signing their name and a little statement on a beam that will ultimately be incorporated in the building.
Signed beans are usually displayed in a prominent place in a final
construction.
During the event, Joe Sparr, Director of Planning for PGST, made
remarks to the group: “For me, the reason to be here today comes
down to appreciation of the people working on the building and the
product. Thank you! When you create something you’re proud of,
you should be able to sign it. It’s part of your legacy.”
He went on to add: “This particular building is important to this
community. More than us non-Tribal folks can understand.”
The Health Clinic is slated to open in 2021.
To the left:
Kelly Sullivan (top) signs with crew members from Korsmo Construction
Below: A few of the signatures on the final beam
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Influencing the World Around Us:

Tribal Respresentation on County Councils & Committees
By Dionne Deschenne
PGST Policy & Grant Writer
Many of us have felt frustrated, disheartened, or even despondent as we have watched the various crises unfold in the world
around us these past several months. It is sometimes difficult to
see a way that we each, as individuals, can have any effect on
those difficult situations, but the reality is that we can! Let us
examine one way that we can influence our local environment
here in Kitsap County.
Kitsap has several councils and committees that help shape the
County’s operations, programs, and the services that are provided
to residents. One of the ways that tribal members can positively affect residents’ experiences here in Kitsap County is by participating on these councils and committees. These committees
analyze situations, make recommendations, make decisions, inform policy and programs, and in some cases even decide upon,
create, implement, and operate those policies and programs independently. In addition, two of these committees decide grant
awards. In other words, they determine the policies County government enforces all around us, and some of them determine
what programs or projects get grant funding. The bulk of these
committees are overseen by the County itself, or Olympic College.
These committees present staff and tribal members an opportunity to participate and represent the Tribe’s culture, wants and
needs in a way that will potentially inform policy-making decisions in our area. Participation on these committees would also
have the added benefit of bolstering employees’ and tribal members’ networks, credentials and resumés. This in turn helps the
Tribe to win grant funding by demonstrating the excellence of
the people in our community, as well as the Tribe’s collaborative
involvement with other organizations.
The County has several councils, commissions, boards and committees that the Tribe could be participating on: (Those with
* currently have positions open) Accessible Communities Advisory Committee, Area Agency on Aging Advisory Council*, Arts
Board, Board of Equalization (hears property value appeals),
Boundary Review Board, Bremerton Kitsap Access TV (BKAT)
Advisory Committee*, Commission on Children and Youth Advisory Board*, Council for Human Rights*, Developmental Disabilities Advisory Board*, Fair Board, Grant Review Committees
for Block Grants, Kitsap Regional Library Board of Trustees*,
Law Enforcement Officers & Firefighters Disability, Lodging
Tax Advisory Committee, Long-term Care Ombudsman Advisory Council, Mental Health, Chemical Dependency and Ther-

apeutic Court Citizens Advisory Committee*, Non-Motorized
Facilities Citizen Advisory Committee*, Noxious Weed Control
Board*, Olympic Workforce Development Council, Parks and
Recreation Advisory Board*, Planning Commission*, Public
Facilities District Board of Directors, Salish Behavioral Health
Organization Advisory Boar, Sheriff’s Civil Service Commission,
Solid Waste Advisory Committee, Veterans Advisory Board,
Washington State Ferries Advisory Committee – Kitsap County
Some of the County councils are specific to a particular community, but include members from outside of those areas as a
member-at-large: Central Kitsap Community Council*, Kingston Citizens Advisory Council*, Manchester Citizens Advisory
Council*, Suquamish Citizens Advisory Council*
The full list with links to more details can be viewed at https://
www.kitsapgov.com/BOC_p/Pages/Advisory-Boards-.aspx
Those interested can apply by contacting Rebecca Pirtle, Volunteer Services & Communications Coordinator at the Kitsap County Commissioners’ Office at rpirtle@co.kitsap.wa.us
or 360.337.4650. Interested individuals can also apply on-line
using the application to join a Kitsap County committee at:
https://www.cognitoforms.com/KitsapCounty1/ApplicationForAppointmentToKitsapCountyAdvisoryGroups
Washington State requires community colleges, like Olympic
College, to have advisory committees for all of their professional-technical programs. These ensure that there is community involvement in the oversight of all community college professional-technical programs. Anyone living within the service area of
Western Washington can be involved. They typically meet quarterly during the school year. The meetings are usually 1-2 hours
in length and every committee develops a plan of work for each
academic year. Employees can apply by contacting Sharon James,
Program Coordinator, at sjames@olympic.edu or 360.475.7559.
These councils provide real opportunities for personal development and networking, but also to represent our community
and culture in environments where we can potentially influence
policies and operations county-wide. Thank you for considering
playing a part in this effort. Your voice is needed at the table.
Your experience and ideas are needed, so go for it!
If you have any questions or would like assistance considering these
opportunities or applying to them, please contact Grants Director
Roxanne Hockett at roxanneh@pgst.nsn.us
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PGST Police Department Launches MyPD App
Chief Almirol asks community to stop using Tip Line
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Police department has
launched an app through
MyPD, which will allow
community members to report crimes, concerns, and
other issues from a smart
phone or other mobile device.

“Most people have cell phones and use apps, so this makes it
easier for people to contact the police department, especially
as we socially distance. This app provides a way to connect
quickly and directly with access to tribal code and court services information,” said PGST Police Chief Domingo Almirol.

MyPD is a tool designed to
facilitate connection between
police departments and the
communities they serve. This
free app is available for most
mobile devices and can be
downloaded from the iTunes
App Store (for iPhones & iP-

Launched at the General Council meeting in October, the app
is intended to completely replace the Tip Line, which has been
circulating for years, but is not accessible by the department.

He added: “We also hope that younger users can show elders
who need help how to use it or can use it for them.”

ads) or Google Play (for Android phones & tablets).

“The old Tip Line is not only outdated, it’s completely unusable by our department,” said Chief Almirol. “People still call
into it, but we aren’t able to listen to the messages. It was set
up by a previous Police Chief and when that person left, they
didn’t leave an access code. So, unfortunately, we haven’t been
able to hear or respond to any of those messages.”

When users launch the MyPD app, they are given the option of
setting their hometown police department, or the one that’s closest to their location that uses the app. After setting ‘Port Gamble
S’Klallam Police’, users can access tribal code and other important
information as well as send messages to the department, including
submitting a tip, asking a question, commending an officer, or
providing other feedback.

Chief Almirol has been working hard to let community members know that they shouldn’t use the Tip Line, but it’s an uphill battle: the number has been shared widely, including being
painted on bus stops and other public places. Add to that, without the access code, the phone number can’t be disabled. He
hopes that the ease of the new app will eventually make the old
Tip Line a thing of the past.

Through the app, police departments can send alerts to users re- He implores the community: “Please stop using the Tip Line.
lated to emergencies, road closures, general safety info, and more. Download the new app and use it. We want to hear from you
According to PGST Police Chief Domingo Almirol, the depart- and respond to keep this community safe.”
ment hopes to use this feature in the near future.

COVID Outbreak
Continued from Front Page
Tribal leadership stresses the need for community members to
protect themselves and their community through social distancing, mask wearing, staying home when sick, and limiting
contact with anyone not in an immediate household.
The PGS Tribal Center is closed at least through the end of
2020. Tribal leadership and COVID Response staff have been
working directly with the Noo-Kayet Development Corporation and business management to strengthen health and safe-

ty protocols at The Point Casino, Gliding Eagle Marketplace,
Kountry Korner, and High Point.
In a statement to The Kitsap Sun about the recent cases, Chairman Jeromy Sullivan said, “Our decisions have been led by
science and the expertise of medical professionals. We have
chosen to be open and transparent about our experiences with
COVID-19. This is with the belief that the best way to beat
this virus is through clear, direct, and transparent communication that allows people to protect themselves, their loved ones,
and the community.”
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Help Needed to Identify Owner of
Waterlogged Totem Pole

The rescued totem pole is being stored at Heronswood

Last week, a totem pole was recovered from Hood Canal
area.
Local residents spotted it floating and towed to shore. They
reached out to PGST to give it a safe place to be stored until
its owners can be found.
The pole is severely deteriorated and damaged from its time
at sea. The wood appears to be very old with newer paint on
the forms, which appear to be a close-winged black bird on
top of a Chief with headdress, on top of silver fox, on top of
a woman with braids, on top of a bear. The bear appears to
have received some recent repair work.
There are lichen and worm holes in the wood indicating age
and wear while on land, and some exterior water rot from
being at sea.
We are asking our community and surrounding neighbors
to help find the owners so that the pole may be returned or
be retired. Help is needed to solve this mystery! If you have
any information, please email lives@pgst.nsn.us or text/call
360 509-7723.
At right:
The totem pole where it was found at Driftwood Keys
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Happy Birthday!
...to
December 1
Stormy Clausen
Tristan Combes
Michael Fulton
Lenard Jackson
Joziah Knight
December 2
Brett DeCoteau
James Ives Jr.
Gary Lawrence Jr
Gordon Najera Jr.
Jeminia Tom
December 3
Anthony Bailey
December 4
Keith Fundak
Aiyanna Hlavinka
Sharon Ives
December 5
Kristin McCray
Lily Moff
December 6
Bradley Abad
December 7
Bear Fulton
Rigel Mosher
Loretta Traxel
December 8
Amanda Countryman
Phillip Fulton
Brayden Jackson
December 9
Tauna Clausen
Halle Purser
Angela Straw
Hawa Tunkara

everyone celebrating in DECEMBER!

December 10
Dana Folz
Chelsi Hunt
Krista Jacobsen
Xavier Redbird
Brooke Weedman
Larry Wooster

David Ensslin
Alison Fulton
Heather George
Lawrence George
Jennifer Janas
Daryl Sullivan
Nicholas Sullivan

December 11
Marion Ives
Branden Kelliher

December 18
Bryce Decoteau
Bronson Folz-Edwards
Destiny Jeffreys
Gabrielle Turnier

December 12
Lisa Brandt
Daniel DeCoteau Sr.
Bruce DeCoteau
Jericho Hanson
December 13
Karalee Crawford
Janice Given
Christopher Jones
Lelaina Knight
December 14
Maleri Ashworth
Marlo Charles
Kalista Flores
Matthew Oliver
Christina White
December 15
Hoksila Archambault
Tonya Bray
Mychal Oliver
Michael Sullivan Jr.
Leanne Tom
December 16
John Aikman
Cody Najera
Leeann Rogers
December 17
Marie Anderson

December 19
Lori Joseph
Joseph Oliver
Jordan Purser
Elisha Stark
December 20
Theodore George
Jack Grady
Nathaniel Lehman
Dawn McElroy
Sarah Wheeler
December 21
Taylor Purser
Joseph Scheibner
Misty Sorensen
Greyson West
Fred Woodruff III
December 22
Keith Fulton
Bridgette Hart
Ricky Sullivan
Morgan Veregge
December 23
Damien Charles
Terrance Seachord

December 24
Shelby Bray
Forrest Holtyn
Jack Knox
Cyrene Tooze
Aiyana Wellman Merritt
December 25
Alysia Anderson
Samuel Bidtah
Tina Murphy
Debra Payne
December 26
Zachariah Adams
Clara Jackson
Tracy Seachord
December 27
George Jones
Hope Jones-Calhoun
Deanna Lund
Sawyer Purser
December 28
Jonathan Black
Kira Moran
Jaxon Reynolds
December 29
Jo Ann Decoteau,
Anthony Pinkston
Calvin Williams
December 30
Britney Weedman
December 31
Wanda Medina
Matthew Jones
Matthew Tom
Rondi Webb
Lisa Weicht
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — Unless there is a major
change as a result of news from the Governor,
we at the library will continue to provide
curbside service through December. You are
welcome to call us to arrange for picking up
books, DVDs, magazines and stories on CD.
Our curbside hours are 10 am-3:45 pm on
weekdays and 10 am-1 pm on Saturdays.
Our newest service this month is called Book
a Librarian. You can reserve an online session
with a librarian for help with any of our
library services, such as resources, outreach
opportunities, and reference questions.
Also we continue to offer curbside printing,
resources for homework, books to read for
fun, and movies. Safety protocols include
quarantining returned items a minimum of 96
hours, wearing masks all day, and wearing
gloves when working with library materials.
Library items may be picked up at the parking
lot in front of the Tribal Center.

Note that the library will not offer
curbside service on December 24
and 25 in observance of Christmas.
For general question and/or
updated COVID-19 information,
check our website krl.org or call
us at 360-297-2670.

Stay safe and we hope
to see you soon at the
library!
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