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PGST Celebrates Land Purchase

Event honored team that made historic agreement with Pope Resources possible

At the Saturday, January 25 Land Celebration ceremony, members of the core team that made the deal possible were gifted bentwood boxes
and their work was honored by dignataries and with a performance by the S’Klallam Singers.
Those recognized included (seated, holding boxes, left to right): Roma Call, Kara Horton, Jeromy Sullivan, Steven Moe, and John Sledd.

On Saturday, January 25, PGST leaders, community
members, dignitaries, and invited guests came together
to celebrate the recent agreement between the Tribe and
Pope Resources, which includes the purchase of 937
acres of timberland adjacent to the reservation.
The afternoon event began with a luncheon catered by
The Point’s Market Fresh Banquets & Catering. Table
decorations, designed by Kari DeCoteau, included foliage taken from the newly purchased property and place
cards that included the S’Klallam words for ‘Earth’,
‘land’, ‘celebration’, and ‘village.’
After that, the crowd of about 100 made its way to the

Longhouse for a program that included an honoring
of the core mediation team—PGST Chairman Jeromy
Sullivan, Kara Horton, Administrative Director; Roma
Call, Environmental Program Manager; Tribal Attorney
Steven Moe; and John Sledd, an attorney with Kanji &
Katzen. Lois Schwennesen, the outside mediator that
was chosen by PGST and Pope to guide the proceedings, was not able to attend the ceremony.
Hosted by Joe Price, the event’s first speaker was Chairman Sullivan, who talked about how long—it started in
2013—and frustrating the process was, but how happy
he was for a positive outcome.
~LAND , Continued on Page 4
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to
be self-sufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure selfdetermination and self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health,
welfare and economic success of a vibrant community through education, economic development,
preservation and protection of the rich culture, traditions, language, homelands, and natural
resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Jamie Aikman, Councilman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO
• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government
• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services
• Chris Placentia, Chief Executive
Office, Noo-Kayet

• Leo Culloo, General Manager,
The Point Casino
• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency
• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director
• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. For advertising inquiries or to submit
items for publication, please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at
ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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New Decade, New Numbers: 2020 Census in View
What is this 2020 Census for, anyway?

By The Grants Department
Your dedicated PGST Grants Department published an article in Syecem last spring about the upcoming United States
2020 Census. Considering that it has been almost a year and
the census is right around the corner, we thought it would be
useful to revisit this important topic. It is the perfect time to
share with you the key information and resources available to
the PGST community.
The United States Census seems like an intimidating, invasive
procedure. “You want to know how many people live here?
Our race and age?! I don’t think so…”. But WAIT! It is VERY
important to understand what the census can do for us, why
you are being asked, who is involved, when and where this
is taking place, and how it will ultimately benefit the lives of
everyone in the tribe, the county, and even the state, but only
if everyone gets counted correctly! Let’s start with the “what.”

The census is the process that the federal government uses to get
an accurate count of every person living in the United States,
so that their community will receive the appropriate amount of
federal funding available to them. Vital programs that support
our PGST community are funded by the more than $675 billion per year that are allocated for our public needs. Jobs, health
care services, and infrastructure, such as roads and bridges,
schools, and much more are made possible with this funding,
so if someone is not counted, the money set aside for us has to
be spread out to cover more people than it was meant for. Also,
when you report details of your household, the U.S. Census
Bureau is required to keep your information strictly confidential. Title 13 ensures that the data that is reported is used for
statistical analyses only and cannot be used by law enforcement,
immigration enforcement, or any other “government agency or
court in any way.”

Who is involved?

Essentially, the government needs to know how many people
are living and breathing under the same roof as of April 1,
2020. This includes people who live or sleep there
most of the time, and people who don’t otherwise have a permanent residence, but are sleeping in the house on April 1st.
You should NOT count people who are currently living away
from the address, as in away at college or in the armed forces,
for example.

~CENSUS, Continued page 5

Key
			
			

Tribal 			
Clinic & Health
Business

			
			

Natural 			
Community News
Resources			

PAGE 4

| FEBRUARY 2020 |

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS

LAND, Continued from Page 1
who acknowledged the mediation process got off an initial rocky
start, praised Ringo and Miller for their professionalism and desire
to work together.
The final deal, which was signed late in 2019, also included steps
towards a conservation easement on 18.4 acres and adjacent tidelands along the former mill site’s shoreline in Port Gamble, a tidelands lease to the Tribe, and a agreement between the two parties
to work together with Kitsap County, other tribes, and the North
Kitsap community for the redevelopment and restoration of Port
Gamble, ensuring that the design is environmentally-responsible
and all precautions are taken to protect water quality, shoreline
habitats, and cultural heritage.
Tom Ringo and Adrian Miller of Pope Resources are honored during
the PGST Land Celebration event.
Photo by Tiffany Royal.

“Pope has been talking about their master plan for years,” he
said. “It’s a vision that has included a lot of buildings when
Pope is gone. That’s the thing: we don’t have the option of
going anywhere. This is our home.”
He added: “My son has asked what will happen to the land
and I told him that wasn’t going to be my problem, that will
be for his generation to figure out. I think it’ll stay forest for
a good long time.”
Chairman Sullivan acknowledged the work of PGS Tribal leaders that came before him, including former Chairman Ron Charles, who said, “It’s good to see us prosperous
enough to be able to buy the land. It’s too bad we have to
buy it back at a premium price, but there’s nothing to be
done about that. What has been accomplished here means a great deal.”

Acknowledging the scope of this important agreement for the Port
Gamble S’Klallams, Frances Charles. Chairperson, Lower Elwha
Klallam Tribe, said, “This is a big deal in Indian Country. I am
humbled to be here and see what’s taken place. I am honored to
get together with our neighbors to celebrate.” Lori Greninger and,
her father, Kurt Grinnel, were also in attendance representing
Jamestown S’Klallam’s Tribal Council.
During the open comment portion of the program, John Sledd,
who while working on the mediation with the Tribe argued in
front of the U.S. Supreme Court over the Culverts case, summed
up the path to this final outcome by saying, “This agreement goes
to show that you don’t have to agree on everything in order to
agree to do really great things.”

See how the Tribe’s Land Holdings have grown
and shifted on Page 6 & 7 of this issue!

Each member of the core team was
draped in a ceremonial blanket and
gifted a bentwood box crafted by artist
John Goodwin. One side of each box
featured the image of a canoe with one
paddle in the water. The paddles were
gifted to Goodwin by PGST Master
Carver Oliver Jones and, on the box,
were meant to symbolize that “work
isn’t done yet.”
Also in attendance were representatives from Pope Resources, including
CEO Tom Ringo and Adrian Miller,
Director of Administration and Corporate Affairs. Chairman Sullivan,

L to R: John Sledd, Steven Moe, Jeromy Sullivan, Kara Horton, Roma Call
share a laugh while showing the designs on their bentwood boxes.
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Also, it is important to know that only babies born ON or
BEFORE April 1st get counted. Even if you are in the hospital, in labor on April 1st, if that baby’s birthdate ends up being
12:00am on April 2nd, then you will not count them in this
year’s census. This may seem odd, but the census is carefully
constructed to account for other changes in population. More
detailed information will be included in your packet once it
arrives, by mail, and PGST is committed to providing you
support if needed throughout the census season.
Why is this so important?
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe will lose out on approximately $3,000 of federal funds for every individual who is
not counted. On a state level, that same person that went uncounted will reduce the state’s funding by $1,900. That means
if even ten PGST members don’t participate, it results in a
loss of $30,000 of federal funding and $19,000 of state funding that supports the daily lives of PGST members. As stated
above, many elements of our lives are funded by the census
being accurate.
Where is this taking place?
You can participate in the 2020 Census in the comfort of your
own home. Keep in mind that the trained, oath-sworn enumerators will only make the effort to knock on your door if
you have not responded by late-spring. If it comes to that,
the enumerators, who may be your neighbors or a complete
stranger, are there to help you get counted so maximum funds
are received!
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form will be mailed to you in June
3. By phone – you can call in
Remember: Do NOT report your treaty rights income. This
will skew the data. Also, make sure that a tribal member in
your household is reported in the “Person 1” spot, including
which tribe they are a member of. This will make sure that
your household gets properly designated as a tribal home.
Roxanne Hockett, Grants Director at PGST, has been educated on the details of the 2020 Census and serves as your point
person for any questions or support during this process. She
has been working hard on an exciting 2020 Census campaign
and even created a youth art contest last fall. The winners’ artwork has been featured on posters, totes, and postcards that
you will begin seeing around campus soon. Roxanne is also
hosting a census event on April 1st that will include loads of
information and prizes!
When contemplating this decennial census, ask yourself not
just what you have to lose, but what do you and your family
have to gain for the next ten years by participating? Let’s make
this next decade count!

When do I report?
March 12-20: Households will begin receiving official Census
2020 mail detailing how to respond
April 1: “Census Day,” the day by which ALL homes will have
received an invitation to complete the census
May-July: Enumerators/Census Takers will begin visiting the
homes of those who have not responded to assist and ensure
that everyone gets counted
December: The Census Bureau will deliver the numbers to the
President and Congress, as required by law.
How can I participate?
On March 1, the 2020 Census packets will be mailed to all
households that have a USPS address. Each household is assigned a PIN number that can be used to submit your information securely online.
There are three ways to get your household counts in:
1. Online - report between March 23rd and May 31st using
your unique household PIN
2. Mail-in form – if you don’t respond online, your mail-in
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Kingston, Washington

thepointcasinoandhotel.com
(360) 297-0070
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Port Gamble S’Klallam Lands: A Map

With the purchase of the 937 acres from Pope Resources, the Tribe has added
significantly to their land base. Here is a current map of the holdings:
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Port Gamble S’Klallam
Land Area Summary

Over the last several years, the Tribe has been able to acquire several
pieces of property to greatly expand its holdings. It is expected that the
937 acres of land purchased from Pope Resources will remain forested
for some time to come.

PAGE 7

PAGE 8

| FEBRUARY 2020 |

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS

Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Online Bill Pay Now
Available

lobby of the Administrative
building.

Credit and debit cards are now
accepted through PAYMENTUS for payments and fees. Payments can be made via the Tribe’s
website or in the lobby of the Administrative building.

Cards are accepted for most payments and fees and are subject to
a transaction fee.

There is a “Pay Now” button in
the upper right hand corner of
the PGST website’s home page
at www.pgst.nsn.us. For those
without access to the Internet,
payments can be made in the

A big thank you to everyone who
made sure the Tribal community, Tribal elders, and Tribal staff
were safe, well, and warm during
last month’s snowy winter weatther.

Our Hands Are Up:

Community Calendar: FEBRUARY 2020
SUNDAY

MONDAY

TUESDAY

WEDNESDAY

THURSDAY

FRIDAY

SATURDAY
1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

Tribal Council

Wear Orange
Day to #breakthecycle

Valentine’s
Day

16

17

18

19

20

21
Stan Purser
Memorial
Powwow

22
Stan Purser
Memorial
Powwow

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

Point Casino
Birthday Party

Tribal Council
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A Happy Birthday to You!

Celebrating your special day in the month of FEBRUARY!
February 1
Bryce Bennett
Michael Boane
Hunter Jones-Calhoun
Lucille Olszewski
February 2
Mickey Fulton Jr
Cassandra Najera
February 3
Riley DeCoteau-Labadie
Edwin Pollock Jr
Melissa Fulton
February 4
Karen Armantrout
Joy Jones-Calhoun
Jenaveve Rodrigues
William Swift II
Sidney Webster
Kristina Zardiackas
February 5
Nickolas Bailey
Donald Knox
Malachi Stultz
Amanda Terry
Ds’Ah Derrick Woodward
February 6
Steven Adams
Bronson Hagen
Eleanor Rogers
February 7
Eleanor Corless
Audreena Tom

February 8
Richard Perry
William Ives Jr.
February 9
Dinae Sullivan-Gonnie
Lemikki Westlund
February 10
Sierra DeCoteau
Joseph Ives
February 11
Talicia Jester
Kevin Leonard
February 12
Bonnie George
Savannah Harris
Shawnene Simmons
Randy Wellman Jr.
February 13
Krystin Denhem
Joshua Purser
February 14
Eric Halsey
John Lawrence
Jenaveve Rodrigues
February 15
Jennifer Bruce
JoAnn Gamble
Matthew Ives
Toni Leonard
Lisa McDonald
Paul Moran

February 16
Fred Jacobsen
Shirley Knox
Tom Seachord

February 25
Martha Evenmore
Vernon Jackson
William Landers

February 17
Miranda Cole
Veronica Justin
Urijah Woodward

February 26
Victoria Moody
Bear Sims
Rylee Tom

February 18
Deondre Pierce
Bryan Plankenhorn
John Price
Kahtalina Smith

February 27
Laysea DeCoteau
Robbeca Hernandez
Cameron Landers
Matthew Smythe
Angelina Sosa
Bethany Swift

February 19
Joyce Bowechop
Delbert Charles Jr.
Cassandra Cabato
Justin Symes
Lily Scheibner
February 20
Ethan Purser
Lila Trevathan
February 22
Joan Scheibner
February 23
Elena McGovern
Jonathan Wise
February 24
Miranda Ashley
Parker Jones

February 28
Calvert Anderson Jr.
Alice Fulton
Zachary Tomer
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
by Tomi Whalen, Branch Manager, Little Boston Library
COMMUNITY NEWS —This month staff will have
a focus on our One Book, One Community
title, Evicted, and the themes that go with it.
In February at Little Boston Library our classes
and events include:
•

Family Storytime: February 4, 11, 18 and
25, 10:30-11:00 a.m. Early literacy fun
with songs, stories and rhymes designed
to build letter knowledge, vocabulary and
narrative skills. Meet new friends while
giving your child a jump start.

•

Book Group: February 5, 1:00-2:00 p.m.
“Evicted” by Matthew Desmond. This is
Kitsap Regional Library’s One Book, One
Community title for 2020.

•

•

Crafternoon: February 5, 12, 19 and 26,
2:30-3:30 p.m. Bring your craft projects
or try one of ours. Discover our extensive
craft book collection and find inspiration for
your next project.
Family Storytime: Home is Where Our
Story Begins: February 11, 10:30-11:00
a.m. A special storytime to introduce
children to themes about home and
homelessness in harmony with our One
Book, One Community program.

•

K is for Kindness: February 12, 4:005:00 p.m. Join us to learn about our One
Book, One Community theme and create
special items for kits filled with essentials
for people in need.

•

Family STEM: February 19, 4:00-5:00 p.m.
Explore a different science, technology,

math and engineering hands-on challenge
inspired by your favorite storybooks.
•

One-on-One Tech Help: February
20, 3:00-4:00 p.m. Need help with
downloading eBooks, audiobooks, music
and magazines? Book up to an hour with
a tutor. Please call to register so we know
which device you will use.

Kitsap Regional Library will be
closed Monday, February 20, for
Presidents Day.
For updated program information,
check our website krl.org or call us
at 360-297-2670.

See you at the library!
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