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Jolene George and Erica Hankin Participate in
Opioid Discussion with Senator Patty Murray

Senator Patty Murray (center) with (left to right) Karol Dixon, Jolene George, and Erica Hankin
at a roundtable discussion on opioid abuse held in Bremerton.

On Thursday, May 31, Senator Patty Murray (D-Washington)
held a round table conversation in Bremerton to discuss the opioid crisis, specifically how addiction has impacted communities
around Kitsap County. PGST Behavioral Health Director Jolene
George, and Erica Hankin, a PGST member who shared her personal story, were among those who participated.

Jolene shared the Tribe’s struggles with dealing with opioid addiction, including its preventative and treatment programs. This
includes the Tribal Healing Opioid Response, otherwise known
as T.H.O.R., which works with departments across the Tribe to
prevent abuse, provide access to treatment, and promote best
practices for prescribing opioids.

After welcome remarks from Senator Murray, representatives
from Peninsula Community Health Services (PCHS), who hosted
the event, presented some background on the opioid epidemic in
Kitsap County. Opioid addiction is most common among people
in their 30s, who are initially provided the drugs by their doctor
for pain relief. Because of limits on what insurance will cover,
opioids are often prescribed when alternative treatments could
be just as effective.

“Even just sitting down around the table an hour a month is
powerful for everyone. It helps everyone understand the impact
they’re having,” explained Jolene. She added, “I don’t believe
there is one family in our community who hasn’t been touched
by this crisis or suffered a loss.”

Providing one of those personal perspectives was Erica Hankin.
With nine years of sobriety under her belt, Erica started using
prescription pain medicine after a back injury. Once the prescripWhen an addict wants to get help, finding treatment is difficult tion ran out, she turned to illegal sources to feed her addiction.
because of limited beds and facilities in Kitsap County. While the
~Opioid Roundtable, continued on page 6
reps from PCHS admit it isn’t ideal, there are calls to make opioid
treatment available within Kitsap jails.
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Chairman's Corner:

U.S. Supreme Court Rules on
Culverts Case

Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346
Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097
Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

This article also appears in the July 2018 edition of The Kingston Community News under the
column Syecem by Chairman Jeromy Sullivan
On June 11, 2018, the U.S. Supreme Court
announced it had deadlocked and did not
issue an opinion in the latest outcome in
the long-running treaty fishing case U.S.
v. Washington. Tribes and their allies consider this a big win for the protection of
fish habitats.
Known informally as the “Culverts case,”
this was a major subproceeding of U.S.
v. Washington brought on behalf of 21
Washington state tribes, including the Port
Gamble S’Klallams. The basic argument is
simple: many culverts in Washington State
are placed, designed, or have deteriorated
in a way that makes fish passage difficult,
if not impossible. This has also resulted in
the habitats above the culvert being inaccessible or destroyed. The Supreme Court
result—which was tied by the recusal of
Justice Kennedy due to involvement with
the case at an earlier stage—upheld rulings from the U.S. District and 9th Circuit Court of Appeals that the State has
an obligation to repair road culverts that
are blocking salmon from spawning or are
damaging habitats.
The culverts case has been winding its way
through the courts for close to 20 years.
While this specific case was filed in 2001,
it is an extension of the Boldt decision—a
landmark 1974 case that reaffirmed tribes’
Treaty rights to a 50/50 share of the salmon harvest.
As he was considering the merits of the
original case, Judge Boldt set aside the environmental concerns to tackle the more
immediate questions related to the Treaties. After Boldt, came the Rafeedie decision in 1989, which similarly granted
Washington tribes a 50/50 share of the
shellfish harvest.
As a part of Boldt, Washington tribes work
with the State to manage salmon, including monitoring, running hatcheries to help
bolster the population, and taking responsible steps to protect the resource for the
future. Time and again, habitat health has
shown to be the best indicator of population strength.
In 1997, the Department of Fish and
Wildlife finished a study on the state’s cul-

In 1997, the Department
of Fish & Wildlife finished a
study on the state's
culverts and found
200,000 adult fish per
year were being lost. We
now have evidence to
show that the number is
really about five times the
original estimate.
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verts and found that 200,000 adult fish per
year were being lost. We now have evidence
to show that the number is really about five
times the original estimate; that is, 1,000,000
fish lost annually. Washington tribes have
experienced this loss first-hand with stocks
depleted and fisheries dwindling year-afteryear.
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While the preference is always for negotiation over litigation, the culverts case was a
necessity for Washington tribes. Fishing is
big business in this state, but for tribes it
goes deeper than dollars. Not only do many
tribal members depend on subsistence harvest, but the cultural connection is irreplaceable. If the fish ever disappear, so also
goes an essential part of our histories and
traditions.
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To be sure, the culverts will cost money to
repair or replace, but these funds are already in the budget: Governor Inslee had
previously allocated $90 million per annum
and current law requires all new culverts to
allow fish passage. The ruling places a deadline of 2030 to replace the culverts not in
compliance. Even then, there are some that
can be deferred until they have to be replaced for other reasons. This is a sensible
approach that solves the problem, protects
the environment, and is responsible to all
taxpayers.
As you can imagine, our Tribe was pleased
by the resolution in the culverts case. While
it certainly further protected tribal Treaty
rights, this ruling is, ultimately, about the
salmon’s right to survive. It also sends a
strong message we should heed into the future: We cannot endlessly destroy the environment and not expect consequences.

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of
the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign
nation to be self-sufficient, proud, strong,
healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam
Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure
self-determination and self-sufficiency
through visionary leadership. We will
ensure the health, welfare and economic
success of a vibrant community through
education, economic development,
preservation and protection of the rich
culture, traditions, language, homelands
and natural resources of our Tribe.
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Cultural Classes Teach Old Ways to New Generation
The first class—Cedar Harvesting—was held in April 2017 and
had students heading to Heronswood to learn the process of
removing cedar without damaging the tree. Since then, seven additional classes have been held, including those in how to make
huckleberry jam, construct a fish smokehouse, smoke salmon,
and use stinging nettles in food or as a home remedy. Future
classes could include a series on hunting, among other ideas being explored.
Gene is one of the knowledge keepers who has worked with
Shallee from the beginning to help teach the classes, providing
insight and experience to younger generations. Passing this information down makes sense to Gene, who learned from his elders.
“I was raised in a traditional family and everything we did was
seasonal. I learned a lot from my mom,” said Gene.
Shallee believes these classes are important to help preserve the
Tribe’s traditions and culture, while protecting our natural resources and teaching about the effects of climate change during
seasonal rounds. Few younger Tribal members learned traditionTrentin Moss (left) shows off the results of a cultural class on
al ways from their parents. She acknowledges that times have
smoking salmon taught by Gene Jones (right).
changed and while technology has improved life in some ways,
Over three days in mid-May, 20 Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal it’s important to have a balance of old and new.
members gathered to learn how to make a proper seafood bake.
Many of these attendees, who were there to study under the “It’s okay to be contemporary, but we have to remember our
watchful eye of elder Gene Jones, were young adults, a fact that traditions,” said Shallee. “We only have a handful of people who
know how our ancestors did these activities. We do not want to
made event organizer Shallee Baker very happy.
lose these traditions.”
“I feel like there’s a generation gap in traditional knowledge,”
said Shallee. “Like with the seafood bakes, people may not know She also stressed the importance of having those who are skilled
what kinds of rocks to use. Something that seems simple like teaching the classes: “It’s important we learn these traditions, but
that is an important part of our traditional knowledge. Pick the we have to learn to do them correctly. A part of what we want to
wrong rocks and they’ll pop and crack.”
teach is responsibility for protecting our resources so these traditions can be practiced by future generations.”
In 2017, Shallee began Traditional Sustainable Practices classes,
~Cultural Classes,
which were “created for tribal members to obtain the traditional
knowledge of the S’Klallam people while protecting our envicontinued on page 5
ronment in a way that our ancestors have done since time immemorial.”

Key

Want to learn more about a something
you've read about in Syecem or submit an
article?

Tribal 				Clinic & Health
Business
Natural 			
Resources			

Community News

Contact Sharon Purser, at the
Port Gamble S’Klallam
Tribal Center,
31912 Little Boston Road,
Kingston, Washington
(360) 297-6276 or
sharonp@pgst.nsn.us
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July 14: The Honoring of Ted George
On Saturday, July 14, the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe will
honor elder Ted George.
This special event will be held at The Point Casino's Events
Center beginning at 2 pm.

All Port Gamble S'Klallam community members and guests
are invited to attend to see Ted receive a special award
named in his honor, The Ted George Legacy Award, honoring community leaders and those that make a difference.
RSVPs are not required.
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CULTURAL CLASSES,
Continued from page 2
To that end, Shallee always welcomes feedback from the community, including ideas for future classes or suggestions on people
who might be able to teach.
Gene plans to continue to teach classes and impart his knowledge
to any Tribal member who wants to learn, but he does encourage
patience.
“Good things take time,” Gene said. “It’s like my uncle used to
say: our ancestors didn’t have no pots or pans. They cooked in
baskets. That took time, but it was worth the wait!”
Shallee gives credit for the classes’ success to the elders and tribal
members who give their time and knowledge to teach. Because
there is no set curriculum, the instructors choose how to conduct the classes, and this usually includes stories or advice they
received from long-passed family members. For example, Gene
infuses storytelling into his teaching of the traditional ways. It’s a
style that gets attention.
“When Uncle Gene speaks, we all listen,” said Shallee.
The Traditional Sustainable Practices Program has been funded
through Appendix X and the Charlotte Martin Foundation.

Shallee and Gene pose outside the smokehouse,
which was built during a cultural class.

Traditional Sustainable Practices classes are attended by tribal members of every age. At left, two young people learn the art of making
huckleberry jam. At right, over a dozen people came out to learn how to make a traditional seafood bake, including new Tribal Council
member Matt Ives (in blue, at far right).

Have an idea for a Traditional Sustainable
Practices class, or want to suggest a teacher?
Contact Shallee Baker at shalleeb@psgt.nsn.us.
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Krazy Kreatures Find a New Home

PGST works with Kingston Historical Society to move and restore wood carvings
a significant toll. The Kingston Historical Society agreed to help
the Tribe gauge public opinion on the Krazy Kreatures’ future.
The response from the community was clear: save the carvings
and put them someplace for all to enjoy. The Kingston Historical Society explored several options, including offering them
to two museums, who declined. The Society recommended the
carvings be placed with a local, private owner, who is committed
to their relocation, restoration, and eventual public display.
The Krazy Kreatures have been transported to a private location for a little well-deserved R&R. The moving process went
smoothly and, rest assured, they are safe and being well cared
for.
The Krazy Kreatures of Kountry Korner before they were moved
in mid-June. Photo courtesy of Kingston Historical Society

Over the last several months, the Port Gamble S’Klallam
Tribe—which owns the Kountry Korner complex—and the
Kingston Historical Society have been working together to
determine the best outcome for the Krazy Kreatures chainsaw
carvings, which have resided on the corner of Highway 104 and
Miller Bay Road for more than 30 years.
When the Tribe purchased Kountry Korner last year, they understood and appreciated the importance of the carvings as
local landmarks, and also recognized the need for them to be
restored as decades of being exposed to the elements had taken

The next step is to have them evaluated by restoration experts.
After this lengthy process is complete, decisions will be made
about how best to proceed.
While it is too early to say definitively where the Krazy Kreatures will make their final home, possible locations include The
Kingston Mercantile & Marine and the Old Kingston Hotel.
All of the partners in this project appreciate the passion shown
by the community for these local icons. The goal is to do whatever is possible to make sure they are around for generations to
come.

OPIOID ROUNDTABLE
Continued from page 1
Erica attributes her success in recovery to her children and her
participation in Canoe Journey, which she says was a “spiritual
awakening.”
Today, Erica is a Domestic Violence/Sexual Assault Advocate
for PGST and her life looks and feels very different from a decade before. “When I tell my story, it doesn’t feel like I’m talking
about myself,” she said.

Jolene Geroge (far right) addresses Senator Murray

Senator Murray decided to hold the Bremerton discussion,
which was one of a series of roundtables she’s been participating in throughout the state, in support of the introduction of
her new bipartisan bill: the Opioid Crisis Response Act. The
legislation provides an additional $1 billion in federal funds for
opioid prevention and treatment. The bill is co-sponsored by
Senator Lamar Alexander (R-Tennessee).

Eventually, she was able to join Kitsap County’s drug court program, which takes a public health approach to dealing with addiction and the crime that results from it. The goal is to help
addicted offenders into long-term recovery.

Throughout the session, Senator Murray listened to each person’s thoughts and story, asking a few questions throughout. At
the end, she encapsulated the 45-minute discussion by saying,
“What I’m hearing here today is success, when dealing with this
crisis, means a team effort—from emergency to after care.”

Once she was in the program, Erika, who was pregnant at the
time, found challenges beyond her personal struggles: “On the
reservation, the lack of transportation was and remains an issue. I found myself pregnant, walking on the road just to get to
where I needed for my treatment.”

She acknowledged her bill is just a starting point for dealing with
the opioid problem: “(With the passage of the bill) we won’t be
able to say we fixed the problem. It will go on for a long time and
we’ll need additional resources.”
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How you
can help:
Open your home for
showers & laundry

Tuesday July 24, 2018

Get a Great Discount
on your Water Bill!

Open your yard for
guest camping \0/
Volunteer at event:
-serving dinner
-recycle station
-water station
-late night snack
-serving breakfast
-clean up
-preparing gifts
Vendor Spaces are
available. $25 each
Please call 360 990-3233

We will be including a Healing Canoe Parade
and Flotilla Landing in this year's hosting
festivities for our visiting canoe families in
celebration of the:

20th Anniversary
Power Paddle to Puyallup
"Honoring Our Medicine"
July 28-Aug 4, 2018

For more information or to
help out please contact:
Facebook: Port Gamble
S'Klallam Canoe Family
Phone:

360 297-6358
360 509-7723

Jean Emmons work is featured in "The Art of Seeing" exhibit at Heronswood every Friday and Saturday through the month of March.
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Big Q Memorial
Tournament:
July 6-8

The annual Big "Q" Memorial Hardball
Tournament will take place over the weekend of July 6 -8 at the Little Boston baseball
field.
There will be two honorings over the weekend: Darryl Sullivan on Saturday, July 7 and
Jake Jones on Sunday, July 8. The two will
be recognized for their participation on the
Little Boston hardball teams throughout the
years.
Everyone is invited! Come out and enjoy
some great baseball and good food!

Social Security 101

Please join us for a presentation on Social Security on Wednesday, July 11 from 10-11:30
am in the Tribal Longhouse. A representative from the Social Security Administration
will discuss:
• When are you eligible to receive retirement benefits?
• How does early retirement affect your
benefits?
• Do you qualify for disability, survivors, or
spouse benefits?
• How do you get the most from your
benefit?
• What is the future of Social Security?
• When should you file Medicare?
Learn how to use your Social Security online account service. Go to www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount to create an account
and print out statement before attending the
workshop.

Always a hit to all levels of green thumbs,
Heronswood's Plant Sale & Garden Open
events bring together nurseries and plant
sellers from across the county and region to
offer a vast selection of seasonal plants perfect for local gardeners.

The Career Resources Center is open Monday through Friday from 7 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

In addition, during the event, the Garden
is open for self-guided tours. PGST members and those visitors who are members of
Heronswood get in free; general admission
is $10.

Digital Signs Installed

Each Plant Sale features at least two experts
speaking on various topics related to plants,
garden design, pests, and more. These talks
are free, but entry is limited to a first come,
first served basis.
For the latest events and happenings at Heronswood, please visit www.heronswoodgarden.org.

Signatures on Tribal
Enrollment IDs
Now Available!

The Tribal Enrollment Office now has the
ability to include your signature on Tribal
Enrollment IDs.
If you are in need of an ID with a signature,
drop by the office of the Enrollment Clerk,
Carilla Sims, which is located in the front of
the main Tribal Center building.
For the ID, a photo will need to be taken so
come prepared for that.
If you have any questions, please contact
Carilla at (3600 297-6217 or at ctrevathan@
pgst.nsn.us.

Please sign up to attend by calling Danno
Ives at (360)297-6227.

Career Resource Center

Heronswood Summer
Plant Sale & Garden Open:
July 21

Come by to career plan, create or update a
resume, work on cover letters, or perform
online job searches.

®

Heronswood® Garden will hold its Summer
Plant Sale & Garden Open on Saturday, July
21 from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.

The Career Resource Center is now open!

Our trained staff are here to help in a variety
of ways, including Career Mapping, which
involves customizing a personal path of
training, schooling, and preparation for your
career.

For more information or to set up a Career
Mapping session, contact Eva Jones at 360297-6316, or Lauren Moon at 360-297-6317.

Two new digital signs have been installed:
one at the Tribal Center and, the other, on
the hill past Gliding Eagle.
The signs can be programmed to display
messages on a specific date. If you have an
upcoming event or message you would like
to appear on the signs, please provide the
exact words of the message and a requested
start and end date that the message should
appear.
Please contact Sharon at
sharonp@pgst.nsn.us for more information or to request a message for the signs.

Visit Heronswood every
Friday & Saturday!

Can't make it to a Heronswood Plant Sale &
Garden Open, but would still like to experience the garden in person?
Beginning at the start of this year, Heronswood is open every Friday and Saturday from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., with
the last garden entry at 2:30 p.m.
Admission for Port Gamble S'Klallam Community and Heronswood Garden members
is free. General admission is $10 for adults,
$5 for kids aged 7-17.
The garden will be open for self-guided
tours every Friday and Saturday through
October 20.

Have an event or
news to share?
Send to
sharonp@pgst.nsn.us
by the 15th of each
month!
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Just Married!

Congratulations to Gina Beckwith
and Tony Steiner.
Married June 9, 2018
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Roxanne Cummings and David Hockett were
married on Saturday, June 16 at McCormick
Woods Clubhouse in Port Orchard. Close family and friends were in attendance to witness
and support this marriage long in the making. It
was a beautiful wedding with perfect weather.
Everyone in attendance celebrated their union
with a reception at the Clubhouse Restaurant
immediately following the service.

Little Boston Wins!

Over Memorial Day weekend, the Little
Boston team took first place in the Chehalis Men's Hardball Tournament.
Pictured are the team members and a
few friends and family who accompanied
them on the journey.
Great job, guys!
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A Happy Birthday to You!

Celebrating your special day in the month of JULY!
July 1
Domonique Adams
Danielle Ashworth
Tammy DeCoteau
Cathy Hooper
Sally Seachord

July 13
Duane Aikman III
Patrick Ingraham
Denise Jackson
Valarie Jones
Roger G. Sullivan

July 3
Ruth Ann Anderson
Brooke Wellman
Jennifer Wooster

July 14
Dylan Mongomery

July 5
Lydia DeCoteau
Tyson Oliver
July 6
Richard Harvey Jr
Jaxon Justin
Whitley Justin
July 7
Summer Callihoo
Stephanie Newell
Patricia Netwon
Edward Tom
July 8
Joshua DeCoteau-Mcleod
Jonelle Grady
Stephanie Nystrom
Donovan Phillips
Alexander Rogers
Haylee White
Stacey Wise
July 9
Kyle Sheehy
July 10
Summer Hager
Alexyss Jones
Ellen Price
July 11
Kyla McGovern
Lowell Nystrom
Todd Stroud
July 12
Monica Fulton
Mike Jones Jr
Tracy Lynn Seachord
Raymond Wan

July 15
Conner Leavitt
Christina Moff
Tanner Sullivan-Cheyney
Yvonne Sullivan
James Walker
July 16
Bradley Crawford
Dennis DeCoteau
Courtney Ives

July 25
Tristin Casperson
Summer Olson

July 17
William Henry Jr
William Jones Sr

July 26
Zachary Chesnin
Andrew Ives
Robin Newman
Bradley Trevathan

July 18
Mickey Fulton Sr
Kaitlyn Gutierrez
Coltin James

July 27
Lillian Ives
Rhonda Jacobs

July 19
Megan Frederick
July 20
Tristan Moran
Cecily Klatush
July 22
Leroy Charles
Virginia Fulton
Vanessa Newton
July 23
Gordon Fulton
Dale Purser
Ashley Seachord
Carilla Trevathan
July 24
Misty Jones
Desmond Wellman
Josie Strode

July 28
Javon Ashby
Shane Baze
Benjamin Brandt
Fred Michalsheck Jr
Joey Pagaduan
Chayton Sullivan
Jacob Sullivan
July 29
Shyia Fulton
Eric Whisler
July 30
Ariana Akins
Mellynie Ives-Griggs
Sholana Purser
Isaac Reynolds
Madison Sullivan
Renee Veregge
July 31
Ida Jones
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
by Tomi Whalen, Branch Manager, Little Boston Library
COMMUNITY NEWS — Your library now opens on

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays at noon
instead of 1 p.m. We hope this makes it more
convenient for you to visit us. This month we have
a wide variety of classes and events. Many are for
all ages. Please note some require registration to
ensure there are enough supplies.

• Family Storytime: July 3, 10, 17, 24 and 31,
10:30-11:00 a.m. Early literacy learning
fun! Lots of full-body movement, songs,
stories, and rhymes designed to build letter
knowledge, vocabulary, and narrative skills.
• Tissue Paper Painting: July 10, 2:00-4:00 p.m.
Cut, rip, and arrange art tissue paper in a
unique design that will bleed onto watercolor
paper with a spritz of water. Registration
required.
• Louie Foxx’s One-Man Side Show: July 11, 1:302:30 p.m. Port Gamble S’Klallam Gym. An
interactive show that rocks with magic,
comedy, juggling and tons of audience
participation. All ages.
• Book Group: July 11, 1:00-2:00 p.m. “Between
the World and Me” by Ta-Nehisi Coates.
• Crafternoon: July 11, 18 and 25, 2:30-3:30 p.m.
Bring your craft projects or try one of ours.
Discover our extensive craft book collection.
All skill levels and interests are welcome.
• Learn Geocaching: July 12, 1:30-2:30 p.m. Learn
about geocaching and geocoins, and use GPS
units to find geocaches. All ages.
• Japanese Taiko Drumming: July 18, 1:30-2:30
p.m. Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Gym. The
School of TAIKO presents a high-energy
exciting program. All ages.
• Be - Egg Drop Engineer: July 19, 1:30-2:30 p.m.
Become an engineer to prevent an egg from
breaking when it is dropped. All Materials
provided. Grades K-5.
• Adventures In Bug Eating: July 23, 2:00-3:00 p.m.
Are insects the food of the future? The United
Nations seems to think so; find out why. Free
bug snacks. Registration required. All ages.

Kitsap Regional Library is closed for
the 4th of July! Enjoy the holiday and
be safe!

For updated information about
classes, events, and new hours,
check our website krl.org or call us at
360-297-2670.
See you at the library!
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"Our first teacher is our own heart."
~Cheyenne Indian saying
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TIDE TABLES FOR PORT GAMBLE, WASHINGTON
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