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Red Road to D.C. Totem Pole Visits PGST

On Wednesday, May 19, a totem pole destined for Washington D.C. made a stop in Little Boston. The pole was
created by Lummi tribal carvers and will be delivered to
the Joe Biden administration in July with the purpose
of expressing the urgency of implementing “policies to
protect, restore, and renew sacred places, lands, and waterways; and redefine the principles that shape land and
water regulation and management in the United States
on the basis of tribal sovereignty and Nation to Nation
relations.”

guests as well as we did without help from many hands,
said Laura Price, PGST Cultural Resources Director.
“Thank you to each and every one for your contribution
to making this event a celebration and happy memory
for all involved. This is historic and we can all feel proud
to have been involved.”

Thank you to PGST Tribal Council, S’Klalla Royalty,
PGST Canoe Family, S’Klallam Singers, Donna Jones,
Joe Price, Gene Jones Sr., Ray Ives, Ben Thomas Sr.,
Kathy & Conrad Sullivan, Connie Carpenter, Jeromy
The visit to PGST was an emotional and joyful expe- Sullivan; ECEP students, staff, & parents; Karron Mcrience. After a car parade through the reservation, a Grady, Jackie Haight, Marie Tabenera, Dennis Jones,
gathering at Point Julia began with a welcome ceremony Valarie Jones, Domingo Almirol, Tory Jacobs, Tammy
followed by songs and speakers, including the carvers: Avalos, Susan Purser, Kyle Carpenter, Ronald Rogers,
Douglas James, Siam’el wit, Heather Misanes, and Jewel Joseph Ives, Ryan Dovre, Steph Carpenter, Karleigh GoJames. Afterwards, PGST’s little ones from Early Child- mez, Christina Webster, Cindy B., and Samantha Jones.
hood Education sang, danced, and experienced the powTo learn more about this tour and purpose, please visit
er of this historic event.
www.redroadtodc.org.
“It would have been impossible to host our prestigious
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Greg Trueb, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Together for Children: Empowering PGST Families
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe (PGST) in Washington State
has established strong, collaborative partnerships and utilizes
a strengths-based approach to support children and families.
As a result, their Tribal Home Visiting program, Together for
Children (TFC), is considered a pillar of the community that
empowers generations of families using tools provided in the
Parents as Teachers model.
The PGST Administrative Campus is positioned along the
shores of Port Gamble Bay. In the heart of the campus lies the
Child and Family Services building, where the TFC program
is housed. The TFC program is funded by a grant from the
Tribal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting
Program, administered by the U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services, Administration for Children and Families. The program’s placement provides access to several Tribal
programs and important community events. As a result, it has
allowed the TFC program to engage partners and develop an
effective system that holistically delivers services.
The TFC program is deeply connected to the Special Supplemental Nutrition Program for Women, Infants, and Children
(WIC) and Indian Child Welfare (ICW) Department, with one
project manager supporting both the WIC and TFC programs.
This structure has provided a unique relationship between the
programs and across the departments to leverage resources to
allow effective communication for families.
TFC Project Manager Sanda Hankins, explains, “We have a
strong partnership with ICW, and we have worked diligently to
ensure the trust of the clients by setting boundaries and maintain that we are our own distinct program.”
The establishment of these collaborative relationships has served
as a successful recruitment tool and referral model with prenatal, early childhood, education, and human services programs
in the community. Since TFC has been in operation, ICW
placements have decreased significantly. The rate of opened
ICW dependency cases dropped from 20% to 8%, and ICW
cases with children under five years old decreased by 50%.
ICW Program Manager Joylina Gonzalez, states, “This program [TFC] has been a resource for the Child Welfare Department in providing preventative care services. The partnership
between Together for Children and the Child Welfare Department have been beneficial to prevent out-of-home placement
in a number of our families. They have been a vital part of our
success in working with our parents and community in promoting a healthy family environment.”

TFC Family Support Specialist Judy DeCoteau shares a story
of a young mother admitted to the hospital who tested positive for heroin while pregnant. Because of the trust and strong
relationship that TFC built with the mother, the ICW Director requested that someone from the TFC program visit the
mother. Judy responded to the after-hours request and had an
honest conversation with the mother about the severity of the
situation and her possible options. The mother had to choose
to receive an open ICW case or enter into a detox facility that
allows a mother to care for a child during recovery. The mother
agreed to join the detox facility.
As of today, the mother maintains her sobriety and continues
to care for her child. This family’s success is directly connected to the relationship with Judy and TFC. The TFC program
staffers spend quality time with their clients, with openness and
acceptance, and have developed strong relationships with entire families.
Judy describes, “I have provided services across generations.
I have home visited with the grandmother, mother, and now
their kids.” Over the years, the Together for Children team has
worked with an intention to develop a program that will meet
people where they are, without casting judgment or implying
that they need to be fixed. They have successfully created an
atmosphere of collaboration and advocacy that empowers families.
More information about the Together for Children Program
at Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe (https://www.pgst.nsn.us/tribal-programs/tribal-services/children-family-services/togetherfor-children) or contact Sanda Hankins via email shankins@
pgst.nsn.us or at (360) 297-9688.
ACF’s Tribal Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting program grants to tribal entities to develop, implement,
and evaluate home visiting programs in American Indian and
Alaska Native (AIAN) communities. The grants are intended
to help develop and strengthen tribal capacity to support and
promote the health and well-being of AIAN families expand
the evidence base around home visiting in tribal communities,
and support and strengthen cooperation and linkages between
programs that serve tribal children and their families. Find out
more about the Tribal Home Visiting program and grantees
at http://www.acf.hhs.gov/programs/ecd/home-visiting/tribal-home-visiting
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Celebrate with our high school and college graduates with our 2021Yearbook! Congratulations to all our graduates!

High School Graduates

Anthony Adams III

Joey Aikman-Carlos
Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Jack Countryman

West Salem High School

Austin DeCoteau

Kingston High School

Jasmine DeCoteau
Kingston High School

Kylia DeCoteau

Kingston High School

Brennon Hagen

Kayla Hendricks

Ella Hjert

Kai Holland

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Javon Ashby

Kingston High School

Devryn Ashworth

Olympic High School
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Joseph Hommel

Kingston High School

Matthew Oreiro-Wion

Mariah Jones

Chief Leschi High School

Manny Price

Gage Napoleon

Muckleshoot High School

Aidan Purser
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Kiaya Natrall

Kingston High School

Layla Purser

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Tyton Purser

Paulina Sullivan

Veronica Sullivan

Ds’ah Woodward Jr.

Chief Kitsap Academy

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Kingston High School

Congratulations
to our high school graduates!
See page 6 for College grads
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College Graduates: Class of 2021!

Alicia Fulton

NW Indian College, Bachelor of Arts

Jason Gomez

Olympic College, Associate of Arts

Cassandra Portnow
Lawrence University,
Bachelor of Arts

Richard Ogle

NW Indian College, Associate of Arts

Issac Purser

Whatcom Community College,
Associate of Arts
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Gathering Celebrates Ray Bessette’s Retirement
During his time working as the department’s Police Support Officer, Ray was an integral part of the team serving as the custodian of
evidence and department armor. With his special attention to detail
and bookkeeping skills, he also maintained an assortment of files
and records for the department, including the monthly BIA report.
For this, over the last two years, Ray was commended by the BIA
District Office for his proficiency.

Ray Bessette & Gina Steiner

“Ray has been the common denominator within our department,”
said PGST Sergeant Hultberg. “Through all the change, Ray has
been the consistent factor.

On May 14, friends and colleagues of Ray Bessette gathered at the Ravenwood lot to cele- In a Facebook thread about Ray’s retirement party, PGST commubrate his retirement.
nity members and co-workers shared their well wishes and memories. Talia DeCoteau summed up the general sentiment with her
Ray started working for the Port Gamble comment: “Thank you for being such a supportive, contributing,
S’Klallam Police Department in 2005 as a Po- and caring person in our work environment and on the streets of
lice Support Officer, but his relationship with Little Boston!!! We will miss the short chats and your humor. Don’t
the department went back further: for a couple be a stranger and I wish you well. Take care, you!!!!”
of years before being hired full-time, Ray volunteered his time as a Police Reserve Officer.

Marie Sowle Retires from PGST Medical Clinic
In May, Marie Sowle retired from the PGST Medical As a Medical Assistant, Marie always made sure that the
Clinic, where she had worked for over 25 years.
Clinic was stocked and ready to treat patients. She often
worked with Dr. Lundquist providing care to the commuMarie was originally from Germany, but moved to the nity’s little ones.
United States after getting married to her husband at the
Marie loved not just the work, but her patients. She was
age of 17.
known for kind demeanor and gentle touch, so much so
She began her training in Maryland and, after her hus- that patients would often request her for vaccines! She was
band left the Army, the couple moved to Washington an invaluable member of the Medical Clinic team, sharstate in 1980. It was here she began her career at clinics ing her knowledge with her fellow Mas and other staff.
on Bainbridge Island and in Poulsbo, including several
years spent at the North Kitsap Medical Center.
While she will be missed around the Health Clinic, she
has plans for her retirement, including spending more
In 1994, Marie began working for the Tribe as one of the time in the garden and planning trips that she didn’t have
first employees of the newly created Clinic. In those days, time for previously.
the Clinic was located in the building that eventually became the PRC offices.
Happy retirement, Marie!
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Discounts at High
Point now available
for PGST members

High Point has announced a 20% discount on all non-discounted products
to enrolled PGST members over the
age of 21. This discount does not extend to non-Tribal spouses or family.
In order to receive a discount, in addition to being a PGST member and
being over 21, eligible customers must
have a valid PGS Tribal ID AND a
valid State ID or driver’s license. Upon
verification of eligibility, each PGST
member customer will be offerd a
one-time option of choosing to receive
the 20% discount or remain enrolled
in the current point system. With the
exception of 10% online order discount, no other discounts are available
to those who use the 20% discount for
PGST members.
Joint accounts will no longer be allowed unless both customers are
PGST members. If only one person
has a valid Tribal ID then separate accounts will be required.

PGST & Suquamish
Partner on Youth
Vaccination Clinics

Beginning on May 17, PGST and
Suquamish partnered on two youth
vaccination clinics. While PGST staff
managed the clinic and administered
doses in the Elders Center, Suquamish supplied the vaccines.

All in all, both clinics vaccinated 225
young people who are slated to return
in early June for their second dose!

Beginning June 8 and then repeating
weekly throughout June, drawings
will be held for a $250,000 cash
prize in addition to several other
items, including sports tickets, airline
tickets, game systems, and gift cards.
All vaccinated Washingtonians are
eligible and automatically entered in
the drawings. For more information,
please visit https://walottery.com/
vaccination.

Anthony Jones
Named to
“20 Under 40” List

Reminder:
Download the
MyPD App Now

These clinics came on the heels of
approval of the Pfizer vaccine by
the FDA, CDC, and Washington
State Health Department for those
as young as 12 years old. They were
open to all tribal youth or youth
living in North Kitsap.

Anthony Jones, an enrolled PGST
member, has been named to the “20
Under 40” list by Leadership Kitsap.
These individuals are recognized as
dynamic trailblazers in Kitsap County.
Anthony currently focuses on patent
prosecution law for Perkins Coie. Previously, Anthony served as an in-house
attorney for the Tulalip Tribes where
he focused on tribal governance, economic devlopment, and tribal court
litigation. He was also an appellate
and pro tem judge for the Northwest
Intertribal Court System. Anthony
currently serves as the president of the
Northwest Indian Bar Association.

Get Vaccinated,
Win Stuff

Washington State has announced its
“Shot of a Lifetime” giveaway series,
which is intended to encourage people to get the COVID-19 vaccine.

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Police
are available to serve the community 24/7. In an emergency, call 9-11. You can also call the Main Office
at 360-297-6333 for questions and
non-emergencies.
One of the best ways to reach the
PGST Police and receive related news
alerts is through the MyPD app,
which can be accessed through your
mobile device. Download the app
from wherever you get your phone or
tablet apps and choose “Port Gamble
S’Klallam Police Department from
the dropdown menu.
In emergencies, do not use this app;
always call 9-1-1.

Our Hands Are Up:

To all our Graduates! Congratulations
on all your achievements and look
forward to seeing what you achieve in
the future.
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Remembering Ted George
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(1928-2021)

sion would go unfulfilled without qualified leadership, Ted
eventually forced the administration’s hand and the committee’s top choice was appointed
For 16 years, Ted served as the Regional Director of the Administration for Native Americans (ANA), responsible for
awarding grant money to further the economic, social, and
cultural development of tribes in eight western states. He said
of the work his agency did: “We’re a piddlin’ little agency of
about $30 million, but our money has probably turned more
corners and has been on the cutting edge of a lot of Indian
issues.” During Ted’s tenure, the National Congress of American Indians named the ANA the U.S.’s Best Domestic Assistance Program.

Theodore “Ted” George, a proud Port Gamble S’Klallam member and the Tribe’s oldest elder, passed away on Thursday, May
13. He was 92.

After he left the ANA, Ted continued to work for local tribes
and universities, and held several appointments focused on
pushing forward tribal issues and concerns. In 1987, as the
chair of the Episcopal Diocese of Olympia’s First Nations
Committee, he contributed to an apology issued by the
Church directed to Native Americans and Alaska Natives.
This document became an example of how the institution as a
whole should address these issues and was circulated throughout the world. The original letter is enshrined at the Church’s
headquarters in Switzerland.

Ted was born in 1928 to Martha and Bennie George. Martha was
a Suquamish member and Bennie was Port Gamble S’Klallam,
which meant their 10 children—including Ted—could choose
which tribe to enroll with. Ted became Port Gamble S’Klallam
and would go on to graduate from North Kitsap High School in In 2018, the Theodore “Ted” George Legacy Award was es1947 at a time when many tribal youth dropped out of school tablished, recognizing Port Gamble S’Klallam members who
demonstrate a lifetime of dedicated service to the advancedue to unending harassment by their white peers.
ment of issues related to education, cultural preservation, sovIn 1951, Ted became the first Port Gamble S’Klallam member ereignty, and/or treaty rights protection. Ted was, of course,
to graduate college. With his degree in education from Western the first recipient.
Washington University, he hoped to teach at Indian Schools.
Unfortunately, as these schools were controlled by white admin- In 2019, Rose Purser was awarded the Ted George Legacy
istrators, he would not get a job in his chosen field until the Award for her decades of service working for the Tribe. Sadly,
Rose died earlier this year, and Ted’s passing comes as many are
Brown vs. Board of Education decision in 1954.
still in mourning.
Starting in 1967, Ted would help advance education for Tribal
youth on a national level, first as an appointee to the Bureau of “Throughout their lives, Ted and Rose had love and passion to
Indian Affairs Education Committee under President Lyndon spare,” said Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman, Port Gamble S’KlalJohnson. In this role, Ted had the opportunity to visit a number lam Tribe. “They dedicated themselves to our people, working
of Indian Boarding Schools across the U.S. and, in 1968, be- every day to be a role model and make life better for others.
came a leading voice to Congress advocating for the closure of We hope people honor them by being inspired by their example.”
the boarding school system.
Under the Nixon administration, Ted headed the committee to Ted is survived by his wife, Karlene; brother, Robert; eight
search for a director of the then-newly formed Office of Indian children (Randy, Wayne, George, Kevin, Kyle, Lisa, Matt,
Education. After presenting several qualified candidates, each and Andy), 14 grandchildren, and 22 great-grandchildren.
were rejected without review. Fearing that the department’s mis-
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Happy Birthday!
...to

June 1
Dakota Aikman
Gertrude Bjorklund
Ethan Brandt
Carrie Callihoo
Byse Lababit
Cody Taylor
June2
Christopher Najera
Destiny Oliver
Justin Whisler
June 3
Kaylee Oliver
June 4
Dean Fulton
Randee Fulton
Aden Johnson
Gus Makris Jr.
Melissa Stewart
Mia Strode
Connie Vereggee
June 5
Zackariah Anderson
Melody Bidtah
Alan Fulton
John Lund
Mary Oliver
Doreen Purser
June 6
Gene Jones
Shawn Jones
June 7
Sandra Crump
Tatyanna Doleman
Dwayne Hooper
Maximus Moran

everyone celebrating in June!

June 8
Dayna Benefield
James Mabe

Jayden Laducer-Naclerio
Jordan Laducer-Naclerio
Charity Tyson

June 9
Sandra Nystrom

June 16
Chevonne DeCoteau
Katamia Ives
Penny Purser
Loral Wellman

June 10
Chaz French
Meadow Rogers
Consuelo Straw
Dillion Townsend
June 11
Kelsey Patrick
Aiyana Turrieta
June 12
Loretta McMillan
Perry Meyer
Donald Purser
Justin Reynolds
June 13
Jean Marvel
Sonya Redbird
Lori Fisher
Taylor Frank
Barry Fulton
Thelma Lawrence
Levi Tillman
Faith Sullivan
Cecil Wion
Martina Wion
June 14
April Bassett
Stacy Callihoo
Jacob McGovern
June 15
Tyler Chadwick
Kaden Edwards
Barbara Knox

June 17
Kaoni Aikman
Angela Beck
Bert Fundak
June 18
Ilahna Alarcon
Wendy Olson
June 19
Samuel Hudson
Kayla Laub
Analee McDonald
Laura Price
Timothy Sampson
June 20
Talon DeCoteau
Brenda Jacobs
Lateesha Sawyer-Lucas
Terrence Seachord Jr
June 22
Robert Horton
Kahlia Kelliher
Celia Whisler
June 23
Clara Jones
Paul Lachner
Rachel Smart
June 24
Elsie Jones

Kaylire Schrell
Iyanna Sheehy
June 25
Angel Ives
Michael Patrick
June 26
Louella Abrahamson
Charlene Hadnot
Donald Jones
Tracy Montgomery
Amy Plankenhorn
Shyla Purer
Jonathan Smart
Jeromy Sullivan
Therron Sullivan
James Trevathan
June 27
Olivia Bidtah
Jessica McElroy
Wambleesk Nilluka-Valandra
Jadyn Reynolds
June 28
Ronald Charles
Jonathan Landers
June 29
Stephanie Dahlberg
Akiah Ellenwood
Benjamin Jackson III
Jessica James
Stonechild Moran
June 30
Brittany Bennett
Dennis Jones
Lindsey Quinnett
Melissa Shelden
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — This summer at the library

we have the Summer Learning Challenges with
prizes. Read 10 hours this summer, and kids and
teens earn a free book. Adults will get an easy to
carry outdoor blanket mat. Read 100 hours for a

100-Hour Reader T-shirt. Explore More Learning
Challenge includes learning something new this

summer. After you reach your goal, you can enter a
drawing for more prizes (while they last). Be ready

to enter the drawing by the first week of August.

Your Library is open. Patrons can come in for a total
of 45 minutes for browsing, using the computer,

printing, or copying. Students, we can help with
research projects.Call us with your questions.We

Please call us with any questions at
360-297-2670 or visit our website:
KRL.org.

We will see you soon at
the library!

are currently open 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., weekdays
and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturdays.

Events @ Heronswood

Growing Healthy, Happy Herbs
with Dr. Ross Bayton

Freshly-harvested herbs from home taste so
much better than dried. They also don’t need
much space! Learn the best herbs for home culture and how to grow in ground or containers.
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

The Traveler’s Garden: China
with Dan Hinkley

With 25 years experience under his belt, who
better to tour us through the botanical wonders of
China then renowned plant explorer Dan Hinkley!
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

For the full 2021 Event Calendar: Heronswood.odoo.com/event
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