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All PGST Community Members & Staff
Now Eligible for COVID-19 Vaccine!

The Tribe’s vaccination efforts are
well ahead of Kitsap County and the
state of Washington, both of which
are currently still working through
1A and 1B eligibility, including
high-risk healthcare workers, those
65 and older, and all people 50 or
older living in multi-generational households. Recently, the State
opened vaccines to teachers and
childcare providers. The Tribe has
been coordinating with the North
Kitsap School District to offer the
vaccine to educators.
Recognizing the need to get the
vaccine out to people as quickly as
possible, the Health Clinic team
week of the Moderna vaccine, which is working with Tribal Council to
All PGST Community members are
now eligible for the COVID-19 vacrequires two doses, about four weeks approve a plan to begin opening the
cine through the PGST Health Clinic apart.
Tribe’s vaccine clinics to non-tribal
vaccination program. This includes
neighbors in Kingston, Hansville,
partners of Tribal members and all
Working through several phases of
and other parts of Kitsap County,
priority, the PGST Health Clinic has particularly the north end.
staff.
vaccinated over 400 elders (residing
The Health Clinic has been holdon and off reservation) and around
The Tribe has been able to deliver
ing weekly vaccination clinics since
74% of the Tribe’s government
the vaccine so quickly because of
January. Beginning with a focus on
employees and 65% of those who
smaller population numbers (in
healthcare workers and elders, the
work for Noo-Kayet Development
comparison to the county or state)
number of people they’ve been able to Corporation entities, such as The
and early and effective vaccination
Point Casino & Hotel, Gliding Eagle plans put into place by Health Clinvaccinate each week has been steadiMarketplace, and High Point. These ic staff.
ly increasing. They are now able to
administer several hundred doses each numbers are as of March 5.
Misty Ives-Bowechop pumps her fist in celebration after receiving
her second dose of the vaccine against COVID-19

Schedule your COVID-19 vaccine now by calling 360-297-9674.
Appointments are available weekly.
Get vaccinated to protect yourself and the community!
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Honoring Dan Hinkley & Heronswood

As Hinkley steps down as Garden Director, a look back at how he helped
the Tribe revitalize and restore the beloved garden
Heronswood’s Heyday
Dan Hinkley, a renowned horticulturalist, garden writer, and
speaker, and his husband, Robert Jones, planted the first seeds
at Heronswood in the late 1980s. It began life as an untamed
15-acre site—the picture of a Pacific Northwest forest—that,
over the course of a decade, grew into a respected nursery and
one of the most diverse examples of plantsmanship in North
America. During its original heyday, Heronswood was a veritable rock star of the garden world.
As Hinkley writes in his book, Windcliff: A Story of People,
Plants, and Gardens: “Heronswood became a laboratory, a
hotel and salon, an entrepôt of ideas and new plants with an
eclectic guest list of often-celebrated authors, artists, designers,
gardeners, and media personalities. It was bigger than its parts,
and more than Robert and I and our talented and adored Heronistas could sustain.”
In 2000, Hinkley and Jones made the difficult decision to sell
their beloved garden, where they had also lived on-site. While
There’s a picture of Port Gamble S’Klallam Chairman Jeromy the couple moved to Indianola (to start their current garden,
Sullivan from the summer of 2012.
Windcliff), for the next six years Hinkley would maintain a
working relationship with Heronswood and its new owners.
In the shot, Chairman Sullivan is getting ready to unlock the Unfortunately, that would not last.
gates at the long-shuttered Heronswood® Garden in Kingston,
Washington. This was soon after the Tribe purchased the prop- “On a beautiful spring day in May 2006, I rode my bike from
erty at auction.
Windcliff to work at Heronswood,” writes Hinkley. “An hour
Dan Hinkley at Heronswood

Accompanied by members of Tribal Council and the community, it was the first time Chairman Sullivan had ever stepped
foot onto the property. “That was a great day, a happy day, but
we had no idea what we were getting ourselves into,” he laughs.
After the initial tour—complete with a celebratory performance
by the S’Klallam Singers—it was time to get to work. But just
how exactly was another question altogether.
While Tribal leadership and Noo-Kayet Development Corporation (NKDC) management (who had overseen the purchase)
were enthusiastic about the possibilities at Heronswood, the garden the Tribe had purchased was overgrown and neglected. The
foundation for something remarkable was there, but it became
very clear, very quickly that restoring Heronswood would prove
to be far more challenging than anyone had first understood.
While, on the surface, the beauty of what once was shimmered,
years of minimal upkeep had left the garden a thin shadow of
its former self.

later, I rode back through the gates of Windcliff and did not
return to Heronswood for six years.”

As Hinkley was cycling home, undoubtedly feeling a bit saddened by this turn of events, there was no way he could know
what a big role he would play in the garden’s—and the neighboring Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’s—future in just a few years.
A Shot at a Second Life
In a 2012 news release about the Tribe’s acquisition of Heronswood, Chairman Sullivan talked about hopes for the garden’s
future: “Heronswood represents the pride and hard work of
this community and we’re happy we’re able to play a role in its
future. We understand how passionate people are about Heronswood and, as a neighbor, we are committed to maintaining
this local treasure. We look forward to gaining insight and expertise from the previous owners as well as working with the
community to help shape Heronswood’s future.”

Within days of the garden’s purchase by the Tribe, Hinkley
“And that’s why we were so lucky when Dan stepped in,” said and Jones reached out to offer their support. Hinkley provided
Chairman Sullivan.
insight into the garden’s history and collection of plants, while
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Jones—an architect and artist—donated the heron-and-frog
illustration that would become the garden’s logo.
Early on, the garden was overseen by NKDC with a focus on
turning it into a wedding and events center, but, eventually,
it became understood that Heronswood’s greatest value was in
its restoration. With Hinkley’s help, a Steering Committee—
made up of Tribal members, volunteers, horticulturalists, and
those with vast knowledge of garden management, such as the
directors of Bloedel Reserve and Bellevue Botanical Garden—
was convened to help strategize the garden’s future.
Over the last several years, PGST Executive Director Kelly
Sullivan has served with Dan on the Heronswood Steering
Committee. “When we bought the garden there were a lot
of questions from community members. It was hard to see a
vision for the future with so much work needing to be done,”
said Sullivan. “Dan is always working to integrate pieces of
S’Klallam culture into the garden, working to create a place
Tribal members feel at home in and one that welcomes our
friends from around the world. He is so humble, wonderful,
talented. I am so grateful for his partnership with us.”
Revitalization and (Re)Growth
One of Heronswood’s early successes was a reboot of its seasonal Plant Sale & Garden Opens, which were popular back
when Hinkley and Jones owned the property. In fact, it was at
one of those events—which famously drew lines of cars parking up and down NE 288th St.—where Bernie Folz first fell
in love with Heronswood.
Folz, a PGST community member who was hired in 2014 as
a gardener at Heronswood, began working in the garden as
a volunteer. From the start, she was amazed at how Dan inspired others. “After the Tribe bought (Heronswood), we had
gardeners from everywhere coming to help out. There were
crews of people to help us restore and renovate. They came for
Dan. They wanted to help Dan.”
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ed with his belief that time is of the essence and human and
financial resources should not be squandered, have helped to
guide what has been developed at Heronswood in efficient and
cost-saving ways,” said Garrow.
As the garden flourished, so did memberships. To keep people coming back for more, Hinkley worked to introduce new
programs and events, like guest speakers, workshops, and art
shows.
But, always, the crowds came for Hinkley. His Plant Sale lectures were standing room only. Private tours lead by Hinkley
were sell-out events. One of the garden’s most consistently successful fundraisers was Hinkley’s annual year-end presentation
in which he often took guests along as he toured the world on
the hunt for rare plants.
Hinkley was also instrumental in launching Haunted Heronswood, a popular, (mostly) family-friendly event that brought
in new people from across Kitsap County. Haunted Heronswood fed into Hinkley’s love of the year’s spookiest holiday—
during the event’s first year, a number of the decorations came
straight from his private collection. Hinkley would also “haunt”
the garden during the event, playfully providing scares to any
guest who crossed his path in the darkened woodland.
“I have found the many profound layers that make up Dan
Hinkley unfold in fairly humble and subtle ways, perhaps due
to his Upper Midwest Luthern roots!” said Garrow. “While he
has the right to boast of his extensive body of work as a plant
expert and explorer, sought after lecturer, landscape designer,
published author of gardening books and other writings known
for their literary quality–he doesn’t. Dan does the work and the
work speaks for itself.”
Weaving in Tribal Culture
Hinkley’s passion for lovingly restoring Heronswood has only

~Hinkley, continued on Page 7

After about a year and a half of ownership, the Tribe
made its relationship with Hinkley official, hiring
him as Garden Director. They also transitioned management of the garden to the Port Gamble S’Klallam
Foundation, under the direction of Executive Director Joan Garrow.
Working closely with Garrow and other staff, Hinkley helped bring in volunteers and patrons. Both are
equally important, of course, as the life and longevity
of a garden the size and scope of Heronswood requires
a lot of hard work, dedication, and financial support.
“Dan’s business and management acumen, blend-

Chairman Sullivan opens the gates at Heronswood in 2012
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Re-Entry Spotlight: Jordan Decoteau
Editor’s Note: Beginning with this edition, every month we will be featuring the stories of people who have turned their lives around
in the Re-Entry program. If you have questions about the program, please call Val at 360-865-0697 or Sha’ree at 360-865-1197.

Vebber, kept the door open. When
Jordan was ready, the program
would be there for her.

Jordan and her children share a fun moment

As the Tribal Center begins to welcome more visitors, one of
the first faces guests will likely see is Jordan Decoteau working the Front Desk. With her sparkling eyes and friendly
smile, Jordan exudes a playful energy that is evidence of
how far she’s come in her personal struggles with addiction.
A decade ago, Jordan, 26, tried heroin for the first time.
Like many addicts, casual experimentation turned into a
maddening fiend that controlled every aspect of her life. As
Jordan descended further into the darkness of addiction,
she lost it all: the ability to care for herself, the trust of her
family and friends, and, eventually, custody of her children.
The old saying goes “better the devil you know.” Change
is hard even when you know you’re destroying yourself. It
takes courage and an immense will to start down a new
path when you’ve known little else. The cruel reality at the
heart of the saying is that even the most brave and resolute
will stumble and fall. The secret, of course, is to keep going;
that picking yourself back up, dusting off, and continuing
the journey is the only way forward in a search for something better.
And that’s Jordan’s story.
Jordan went into Reentry looking for an opportunity to repair her life and relationships. On her first attempt through
the program, she relapsed, but her case manager, Sharee

For better or worse, we’re all often judged by our worst moments.
Addicts are no different, except in
that their ‘worst’ is often even more
shameful and difficult to overcome. Taking the first step towards
sobriety means admitting needing
help—something that’s easier to do
when you know that the judgement
won’t sting more than the struggle.
That’s what Sharee gave to Jordan:
a way to believe that she was worth more than the life she
was living.
While Sharee has been one of Jordan’s biggest cheerleaders, it’s Jordan who has done the work. In Reentry, she
learned life skills, like budgeting and creating a resume.
She also embraced her culture to build back a better sense
of self.
With the support of Reentry, Jordan closed her court cases
and opened her first bank account (complete with a pink
debit card!). She earned her driver’s license, bought a car,
and secured an apartment. Jordan graduated the program,
got her job at the Tribal Center, and started college this
past January, around the same time she celebrated two
years of sobriety.
Her proudest accomplishment though has been earning
back custody of her two children. Considering the struggles, it isn’t a surprise that gaining the trust of her kids and
other family members continues. A slow process, but one
that’s worth the effort for a woman who, as Sharee says,
clearly “just loves being a mom.”
Sharee never had any doubt Jordan would eventually thrive in Reentry: “Jordy is a stubborn, strong-willed
woman! She can accomplish anything she sets her mind
to. She has grown from her hardship and struggles and has
earned every bit of her incredible strength.”
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Hinkley, continued from page 5

A New Chapter for Hinkley and Heronswood
In 2020, Dan decided to step aside from his role as Garden Director. After an exhaustive search (and Dan’s seal of approval),
Patrick McMillan, PhD was chosen as his successor.
“The opportunity to be part of a garden that, though distant
from me, was formative in my development as a plantsman is
the joy of a lifetime,” said McMillan. “My hopes had been to
one day walk with Dan through his garden and now I walk
through our garden together every week. The vast and revolutionary legacy Dan has gifted us in this landscape, his explorations and plant introductions is a treasure beyond measure. My
goal is to maintain this legacy and continue to chart the path
forward for Heronswood as a horticultural leader and cultural
centerpiece. The unique vision realized by the joining of the
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe and Dan Hinkley provides this
space a position unique among gardens in the world. Exciting
additions and expansions are happening every week and the
excitement is palpable.”
Dan during one of his international adventures

been matched by his enthusiasm for ensuring Tribal members
feel welcome, while acknowledging the Port Gamble S’Klallam’s role in securing the garden’s future. In addition to creating special events just for Tribal community members, Hinkley, Garrow, and the rest of the Heronswood team have always
looked for ways to incorporate Tribal culture into the garden.
For example, early on, a welcome pole, carved by PGST artist
Brian Perry, depicting Heronswood’s iconic heron and frog figures, was added to the landscape just inside the garden’s gates.
Most recently, work on the Renaissance Garden, a new creation that will include native plantings, traditional art, and
cultural references throughout, is well underway.
In the fall of 2018, Heronswood introduced S’Klallam Stories:
beloved traditional tales told through “sculptures” built out
of plants or other organic material. Depictions have included the old woman, Slapu, chasing naughty children from the
woodland; the giant KeKaiax grasping for salmon “swimming”
through the border garden; and Raven and Crow judging the
world from their perch high atop Heronswood’s iconic arched
hedge.
“Dan has such a profound respect for S’Klallam culture. I’ve
really tried to make him feel like family,” commented Folz. “I
think the Tribe realizes just how much of his heart and soul he’s
put into Heronswood. We have people who show up, all the
time, from all over, who have never been here. We are so lucky
to have Heronswood.”

While his resume is impressive—including two decades as a
professor at Clemson University and the director of the South
Carolina Botanical Garden as well as the host of his own PBSTV series—no one thinks of McMillan as “replacing” Hinkley,
but rather as enhancing the Heronswood legacy and its future.
“You can’t replace Dan. Period. Not possible,” said Chairman
Sullivan. “He has been an incredible partner. It’s amazing to
see how far the garden has come and that would not have been
possible without Dan. He was able to come back to work at
Heronswood, for our Tribe, and speahhead a new direction for
the garden. From day one, he has let respect for our culture and
people drive the work. He is a friend to our Tribe in a way few
others have ever been.”
In his book on Windcliff, Hinkley writes of his time as Heronswood’s Garden Director under the Tribe’s leadership: “It was a
rare gift, an opportunity to do it right this time and ultimately
leave Heronswood with grace.”
Even as Dan has transitioned from a day-to-day role at Heronswood, he is still a regular fixture in the garden—even during
the trying times and restrictions of COVID-19—working
alongside Heronswood staff.
“Dan is the garden’s greatest champion. To his staff, he is a
teacher and mentor, who is also always learning. To the garden’s guests, he is an expert humbled by their support. To everyone lucky enough to spend time with him, he is kind, giving, and welcoming. We are so incredibly grateful to him and
everything he has done and continues to do for Heronswood
and our Tribe,” said Chairman Sullivan.
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Questions about
the COVID-19
Vaccine?
Ask the Doctor!

While many PGST community members and staff have already received
their vaccine against COVID-19,
there are still people with questions
and concerns. To help address these,
the weekly memo is launching a new
Ask the Doctor column with your
questions answered by Dr. Luke McDaniel or Dr. Scott Lindquist.
Whether your concern is about a specific condition and how it might be
impacted by the vaccine, side effects,
immunity, or another topic, send your
vaccine related question via email
to lmcdaniel@pgst.nsn.us. Dr. McDaniel will review your question and
answer in an upcoming issue of the
weekly memo.
For immediate questions or to schedule an appointment for a vaccine
against COVID-19, please call 360297-9674.
ALL PGST Community members
and staff are eligible NOW for the
vaccines through the PGST Health
Clinic.

Tribal Gaming
Board Announces
Vacancy

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal

Gaming Agency is looking for another
member for its Tribal Gaming Commission to serve a three-year term.
This independent body appointed
by the Tribal Council is responsible
for implementing and enforcing the
Tribe’s regulatory duties as defined
in the Tribal Gaming Ordinance and
Code, the Tribal/State Compact, the
National Indian Gaming Commission Minimum Internal Controls, the
Indian Gaming Regulatory Act, and
other relevant laws and agreements
affecting licensed gambling activities
on the Port Gamble S’Klallam Reservation.

•
•
•

If you’re interested in applying for this
vacancy, please submit a letter of intent
to the Human Resources office at the
Tribal Center. Meetings are held on
the last Wednesday of each month at
1 pm. Regular attendance is requred.
Gaming Commission members are
independent of the gaming operation,
and therefore are not permitted to
gamble at the Point Casino.

Court filings will continue to be accepted electronically. Please send to
courtfilings@pgst.nsn.us.

Court Services Has
Moved!

Court Services has moved off campus
to the former Blue House space located at 30150 Hansville Road.
While direct, in-person services have
resumed, appointments are required
to ensure social distancing requirements. Appointments can be made by
contacting:

•
•
•
•
•

Criminal Court: 360-297-9681
Civil Court: 360-297-9682
Probation/Pre-trial: Keith at 360297-6298 or Michael at 360-5096440
Healing to Wellness: Mandi at
360-297-6299
Re-Entry: Val at 360-865-0697
or Sha’ree at 360-865-1197
Welcome Home Project: Selina at
360-297-3601
Tribal Advocate Program and
Guardian Ad Litem: Boni at 360297-9670
Crime Victim Services: Teresa at
360-297-6304.

Reminder: Check
the Tribe’s Website!

With all of the COVID closures,
many community members have
turned to social media for the latest news and information. While we
post as much as we can, as quickly as
we can on the Tribe’s Facebook page,
the Tribe’s website (pgst.nsn.us) often offers expanded information on
current closures, disaster relief, and
other benefits being made available to
Tribal members during this time. In
addition, the front page of the website
will link to important forms or other
information, and appropriate contacts
to be able to access relief.
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Happy Birthday!
...to

everyone celebrating in March!

March 1
Glenn Brown
Kade Chalcraft-Fulton
Dale George

Jennifer Kelliher
Justine Moran
March 8
Jeffrey Lafrance
Cannon Strode

March 2
Harry Fulton III
Tyler Hardman
Lou Ann Pullen
Leann Sampson

March 9
Kwangksun DeCoteau
Sheree Fulton
Merrilee Miguel

March 3
Jacqueline Frederick
Christopher Gould
Charlene Lakins
Fisher McLeod
Selina Ramirez

March 10
Christopher Freeman
Brandon Fulton
Deborah Hanson
Shylynn Pluff

March 4
Norman Jones
Donald Purser Jr
Auriahna Sullivan

March 11
Harvey Combes
Autumn Headley
Keoni Hillier
Alan Leonard
Eleanor Leonard
Joy MacKenzie

Jeffrey Veregge
Jennifer Antig
Jessica Whisler
March 14
Elise Countryman
Charin Godbolt
William Ives
Lauren Moon
James Streun
March 15
Logan Charles
Trisha Price
Esmae Stark-Stokes
March 16
Zanna Knoch
March 17
Gene Jones III
Angeline Rogers

March 6
Ronald Laub
Anthony Najera
Carlos Najera

March 12
Jeffrey Fulton
Alicia Gagey
Robert Carpenter
Aliecia Jones
Dawayne Rakoczy
Carol Toppan

March 18
Jack Countryman
Casey French
Andrew Harter
Marjorie Letson
William Plankenhorn
Dharsea Mommsen
Liberty Sullivan
Stephanie Sullivan
Taylor Tomer

March 7
Tanner Chalcraft-Sullivan
Denny Henderson

March 13
Benjamin Cole Jr
Dawn Lamont
Debrah Purser II

March 19
Mark Bjorklund
Angie Shaw
Lavonne Tom

March 5
Sa-teela Carpenter
Mandolin Charles
Raelee McDonald
Jeffery Schell

March 20
Deborah DeCoteau
Quinton Metheny
Dianna Purser
Dean Quinnett

March 27
Kylie Carpenter
Jerry Hirschman
Kelly Sullivan
Lane Trevathan

March 21
Donald Fulton
Gregory Hillier
Joseph Komok
Ronald Komok
Gracelyn Sullivan
Katherine Sullivan

March 28
Jordan Caldera

March 22
Trinity Horton
Joseph Price
Donald Rogers
March 23
Eileen Charles
Alicia Fulton
Jeremy Gritton
Weldon Park
Anna Scheibner
Chad Sullivan
March 24
Cathy Harvey
Kendra Jones
Angel Stewart
March 25
Clara George
March 26
Vanessa Schaffer
Sharmane Seachord

March 29
Leah Hamann
Diana Hill
Jennifer McCloud
Ramona Tom
March 30
Lindsey Fulton
Dawn Purser
March 31
Molly Knowlton
Larry Pollock
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — Curbside Service is
available so you can check out movies, books,
and magazines from your library. We provide
service in the Tribal Center Parking Lot 10 a.m.
to 3:40 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Saturdays. Come and talk to us there or call
us if you have any questions.
Any time you see us out in the parking lot with
a library crates, you can return items to us.
Both our book return bins are open all the time
now.
If you prefer to download books, music, or
magazines, please call us or check our home
page for instructions and available titles.
To get a virtual library card or make an
appointment to pick up items, please call 360297-2670 or visit our website at KRL.org. We
are here for you!

For general question and/or
updated COVID-19 information,
check our website krl.org or call
us at 360-297-2670.

Stay safe and we hope
to see you soon at the
library!
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