THE OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBE

PGST Closure
Extended to May 26
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Council has announced that the
COVID-19 related government closure will extend through at least
Tuesday, May 26.
This decision was made in late April
based on a plan for reopening presented by the Tribe’s Emergency
Response Team. Tribal Council has
adopted the plan, which includes a
phased approach that weighs county health data, disease trends, and
the public health needs of the PGST
community. The extension of the
closure through at least May 26 is
based on continued growth of new
cases, especially in North Kitsap.
The reopening plan includes three
phases, each at least 4 to 8 weeks
long. Phase One is triggered with a
significant drop in new case rates in
North Kitsap and no new cases connected to the PGST community.
During Phase One, gatherings of
less than 10 people are allowed
and government offices will begin
to reopen, but only with six-foot social distancing. Directors have been
charged with reconfiguring their departments to make sure this is possible. In many cases, this includes not
only reworking the actual physical
offices, but also rethinking how staff
interact with clients and community
members.
~Closure, continued on Page 4
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PGST Implements Mass
COVID-19 Testing Program

Goal is to test staff and community every two weeks

Cars line up at the drive-through testing station in the
Tribal Center parking lot.

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe has implemented a mass testing and
contact tracing program in its fight against COVID-19.
The program’s launch on April 30 tested 160 staff members, including 30 Noo-Kayet Development Corporation employees. Testing will
be expanded to eventually include every employee or vendor working onsite at a Tribal property and all community members. Retesting
will occur every two weeks—the maximum incubation period for the
coronavirus.
The information gathered from mass testing will help guide Tribal
leadership as they decide when to move to the next phase of their reopening plan. Currently, the Tribe remains closed through at least May
26.
Up until now, the Tribe’s Emergency Response Team has been relying
solely on Kitsap County’s reported case data and disease trends, even
though infections have likely been under-reported. Many people with
symptoms have found it difficult to be tested if they don’t meet a strict
set of criteria put forth by the Centers of Disease Control.
~Testing, continued on Page 6
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination
and self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success
of a vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich
culture, traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Jamie Aikman, Councilman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO
• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government
• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services
• Chris Placentia, Chief Executive Office,
Noo-Kayet

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino
• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive Director,
Tribal Gaming Agency
• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director
• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe. For advertising inquiries or to submit
items for publication, please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan
at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Drive-up service and teleconferencing are two solutions that are being implemented.

ing system. This will, eventually, include the testing of
every on-site employee as well as all community members and be repeated every two weeks. (Editor’s Note:
Please see the article in this issue detailing the Tribe’s
testing program.)

Phase Two would open up the opportunity for congre- Unfortunately, the continued closure has meant that
gate meals, gatherings of less than 50 people, and the Tribal leadership has been forced to make the difficult
decision to furlough some employees.
rental of Tribal facilities for family events.
Phase Three—which wouldn’t go into effect until at least
8 to 16 weeks after the start of Phase One—would allow
gatherings of any size, rental of all Tribal facilities for
any purpose, and unrestricted reopening of community
parks.
In every phase and going forward into the future, practical social distancing, office sanitizing, and personal
hygiene protocols will be in place. These include hand
washing, staying home when sick, frequent cleaning of
surfaces, and the sheltering of vulnerable populations.
Staff will be provided proper personal protective equipment (PPE) as necessary, including masks, gloves, and
hand sanitizer.

“We’ve used terms like ‘non-essential’, ‘essential’, and
‘critical’ to describe staff during this time and I hate
doing this because it really doesn’t say anything about
their importance. We value every staff member. These
are really tough decisions,” said Kelly Sullivan, PGST
Executive Director.
Furloughed staff may not use PTO and are encouraged
to file for state unemployment. This goes for those who
have had their hours cut due to the COVID-19 closures.
For more information on how to file for unemployment
through the state of Washington, please see page 7 of
this issue.

To help ensure the best possible data on when to move
to the next phase, the Tribe is implementing a mass test-

Important Phone Numbers and Contact Guidelines
Emergency Operations Center:
360-297-9689
Please call for any need during the PGST government shutdown. Due to high volume of calls, you
may need to leave a message.
Elders Liaison:
Alena George at 360-337-9935 or 360-297-9689
Elders should not be leaving their homes or going
into public at all. Please call Alena for any needs.
Medical Clinic:
360-297-2840 (M-F, 8 am-4:30 pm)
360-200-1386 (after hours and on weekends)
Please call before coming to the Clinic for any
need.

Dental Clinic:
Open for emergencies only.
Call Emergency Operations.

Wellness Clinic:
360-297-6326
Running on limited staff during regular business
hours. Please leave a voicemail and someone will
get back to you. The Food Bank is also open.
Natural Resources:
360-516-3206

If you are having a medical or other emermgency,
please call 9-1-1.
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PGST Achieves 80 Percent
Response Rate to Census
The PGST community pulled together in April to
achieve an 80 percent self-reporting rate to the U.S.
Census. Many completed online, while others sent in
their form via the mail. All were entered to win a $200
gift card and 16 recipients chosen, including Chevonne DeCoteau, Rebecca George Kaldor, Don Purser
Sr, Steve Knowlton, Irene Daisy Purser, Ang George,
Scott Fulton, Victoria Jackson, Jennifer Bruce, Melissa
Streun, Summer Spirit Sanchez, Kwa-Kwain Price, Ali-
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sha Zylstra, Alena George, Hatsi Trevathan, and Anika
Kessler.
Those in Indian Country are typically among the
under-reported populations in the United States.
Tribes lose $3,000 for every person not counted.
If you haven’t completed the Census yet, there’s still
time. Go to 2020Census.gov before July 2020.

Washington State Extends
“Stay Home Stay Healthy” Order
On Friday, May 1, Washington Governor Jay Inslee announced an extension of the state’s “Stay Home Stay
Healthy” order through May 31. Currently, Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribal government operations are slated to be
closed through at least May 26.

open, though teleworking is encouraged where possible. Restaurants can also resume in-house dining at 50
percent capacity and for groups no larger than five.

In-house dining at restaurants increases to groups as
large as 10 in Phase Three. Also allowed to reopen are
In his press conference announcing the extension, Gov- movie theaters at 50 percent capacity and bars at 25
ernor Inslee also outlined a four-part phased approach percent, as well as libraries, museums, and all other
to reopening that he described as “turning the dial”, businesses except for nightclubs and those reliant on
rather than flipping a switch in the reopening of the gatherings over 50 people.
state’s economy. Some elements of Phase One are now
in place, including the restart of existing construction Phase Four includes the reopening of nightclubs and
projects and landscaping services. For example, con- concert venues. Large sporting events as well as all
struction of the new Health Clinic on the PGST campus gatherings of over 50 people are allowed.
resumed in late April.
Based on the Governor’s presented timelines, Phase
The state’s goal is to have the remainder of Phase One Four could take effect sometime in July. Counties with
implemented by May 15. This will include auto sales, low case rates can petition the state to speed up their
car washes, and pet walking services.
process through the phases. The ten counties that could
apply for rapid reopening exemptions include ColumEach phase is estimated to last about three weeks. bia, Garfield, Jefferson, Lincoln, Pend Oreille, Skamania,
During that time, the effects of the new re-openings will Wahkiakum, Kittitas, Ferry, and Grays Harbor.
be monitored to ensure there’s no surge in COVID-19
cases and numbers of new infections are low.
Washington state’s phased approach mirrors the one
adopted by the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe. The core
In Phase Two, all outdoor recreation with fewer than of the Tribe’s plan is timely and reliable data through
five people in a group can resume. Retail stores, hair regular, mass testing and contact tracing.
salons, and professional and real estate offices can re-
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Continued for Page 1
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The testing team works the drive through kiosk during
the first round of employee testing for COVID-19.
Medical and scientific experts have suggested that the best
way to get ahead of COVID-19 and protect public health—
now and during a likely resurgence of the disease in the fall
and winter—is through mass testing and contact tracing; that
is the process of identifying individuals who may have come
in contact with an infected person. Countries with low case
and death rates, such as South Korea and Germany, have one
thing in common: testing early and often at a much higher
percentage of their overall population than the United States.
Unfortunately, because of supply shortages and, in many
cases, a lack of substantial infrastructure, the U.S. has lagged
behind in testing. Even though the U.S accounts for almost a
third of all COVID-19 cases worldwide, most health experts
agree that reported numbers are likely much lower than if
testing had been readily available early on.
As state and local governments now grapple with difficult
decisions on when and how to reopen, they’re faced with
continuing supply shortages and most aren’t able to yet implement an independent, widespread system.
Through its own research and acquisition methods, the Tribe
has overcome one of these core challenges with a reliable
supplier of testing tools. While the Tribe had only about 200
tests on hand when they began their program, they expect to
be able to perform thousands of tests over the next several
weeks and months.
They have also partnered with labs at the University of Washington to process tests quickly, receiving results within 24
hours. The PGST Medical Clinic is overseeing the program’s
logistics and record-keeping.
To facilitate the safest and quickest procedure possible, a
drive-through testing station has been set up on the Tribal
campus grounds. Those reporting in for testing are asked to

complete some basic paperwork that, in part, is used to help
with contact tracing in the event of a positive result. Those
being tested are provided with a nasal swab to self-test; this
is then given back to the station attendant for processing.
The entire procedure—for a first time test—takes about 5-10
minutes and the person being tested does it all from the driver’s seat of their car.
While the process has been streamlined as much as possible, the Tribe recognizes that testing everyone—amounting
to hundreds of staff and community members—all at once
is simply not possible. The proposed phased approach to reopening allows them to ramp up testing and make sure they
have appropriate supplies in the door before opening the
doors.
“We know we’ll be doing (testing) for a while so we want to
make sure we have everything we need before moving on to
the next phase,” acknowledged Kelly Sullivan, PGST Executive Director.
With this program, the Tribe is testing for active infections
of COVID-19; they are not analyzing for antibodies to see
if someone was previously infected and has since recovered.
Current antibody tests for COVID-19 have significant reliability issues and, with so much still unknown about the
disease, there’s no guarantee that the presence of antibodies
ensures immunity to reinfection.
If a test comes back positive, the Tribe will ask the infected
person to self-quarantine and contact tracing will begin to
identify anyone else who might have been exposed.
Testing of staff will increase as government offices open.
Community-wide testing will follow. Any employee who refuses testing will not be allowed to report back to work.
With this program, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe becomes one of the first communities in the country to implement mass testing in the fight against COVID-19.
“I am extremely proud of the work done by our medical and
emergency staff to solve the problem of testing,” said PGST
Chairman Jeromy Sullivan. “The reality is we’re going to be
living with COVID-19 for some time and we do have to figure out a way to live with it. Testing on this scale helps us
move that much closer to something resembling normalcy
and is the only way we can assure the health of our community and staff.”
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

The Food Bank is
Stocked!

The Food Bank is fully stocked and
available whenever anyone in the
community needs it. Also available
are large packs of diapers for children up to size five.
Call 360-297-9689 for assistance.

Canoe Journey 2020
Cancelled

The 2020 Canoe Journey/Paddle to
Snuneymuxw First Nation has been
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The news was originally released on
April 1 as a postponement, but later cancelled. It was originally scheduled for July 27 - August 1.
In response, the PGST Canoe Family

has expressed support for the decision and hopes to be able to get out
on the water this summer when
the crisis fades.

Our Hands Are Up:

To the members of the Emergency
Command Team and Tribal Council,
who have worked tirelessly to make
decisions to protect the community. These are difficult times and
they have risen to the challenge.

Nikki Venneman and Hans Daubenberger
Recognized by Kitsap County
projects are vital to the protection
of the Puget Sound and Hood Canal.
They advocate for and work using
environmentally friendly methods,
such as the relocating of trees after
a clearing. They are described by
their nominator as being consistent,
committed, and passionate protectors of the environment”

Part of the congratulatory email sent out celebrating
this year’s Earth Day winners

Nikki Venneman and Hans Daubenberger were recognized by Kitsap
County Public Works and the Board of County Commissioners as Earth
Day winners for 2020.
In the announcement about the honor, they were recognized as “vital
contributors to the protection and preservation of the natural habitat
in North Kitsap. They work tirelessly on research and reports used to
inform tribal, state, and federal policies, and projects. These policies and

Since 1993, Earth Day winners have
been chosen for their outstanding
environmental stewardship for the
county. Winners are chosen based
on their efforts towards sustainability, recycling, litter control, habitat
protection, and renewable energy.
Congratulations to Nikki and Hans!
Thank you for all your hard work!
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2020 Fireworks Vendor Applications Remain Open
Despite Likelihood of No Stand This Year

Applications to be this year’s fireworks vendor are still being the fireworks vendor is still encouraged to turn
being accepted. This, despite the fact that it is very in the paperwork and the appropriate back-up materilikely that the Tribe will not open its fireworks stand als and fees.
this year because of the COVID-19 pandemic.
Applications can be submitted Monday through FriOriginally, the winner of the drawing was to be chosen day from 8 am to 4 pm at the Tribal Center. Please call
via Facebook Live in mid-April.
360-297-9689 before dropping by to make sure staff is
available to accept the application.
The decision as to whether there will be a fireworks
stand is still being made. As such, any one interested in

FIREWORKS VENDOR APPLICATION

The undersigned wishes to submit an application for a fireworks license under the terms and conditions stated
above.
NAME: ______________________________________________________________________________
Mailing Address: ______________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Daytime Phone: _______________________________________________________________________
Evening Phone:__________________________________________________________________________
Cell Phone:_____________________________________________________________________________
License Fee: $1,000.00
Damage Deposit: $500.00
Total: $1,500.00 (This should be payable to the ‘Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’)
The undersigned realize that upon delivery of this application to the Executive Assistant, it may not be cancelled or pulled until after the drawing. The location of the fireworks stand will be located within the Ravenwood area near the center road.
Signed: ______________________________________________________
Date:________________________________________________________
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A Happy Birthday to You!
Celebrating your special day in the month of MAY!
May 1
Akilah Jackson

Joshua Jones
Tiffany Seachord

Rose Stewart
Elizabeth Townsend

May 2
Thomas Doleman
Jeremy Fulton
Jalen Ives
Tydas Montgomery

May 9
Brady Chadwick
Jarod DeCoteau
Keelie Rogers
Tammy Sullivan

May 17
Erick Fulton
JC Fulton
Tina Sayles

May 3
Devryn Ashworth
Indika Bray
Richard Ritter

May 10
Majorie Corless
Sabrena French
Paul Gaeta

May 4
Garrett Sitting Dog

May 11
Duane Aikman Jr
Shallee Baker
Taliya Caldera
Christopher Charles
Ariana Griggs
Shane Ives
Mary Ritter
Wade Stark

May 5
Abby Carlton
Justin Jones
Donald Plankenhorn
Amanda Purser
May 6
Christopher Clearwater
Gary Wellman
May 7
Juanita Adams
Colin Edwards
Kaylee Edwards
Richard Reynolds
May 8
Rebecca Bray
Makya DeCoteau
Lloyd Fulton
Sandra Horton
Thomas Horton
Floyd Jones

May 12
Frank Trevathan
Randy Wellman
Rudy Wellman
May 13
Sway Simmons
Conrad Sullivan
Jennifer White
May 15
Carol Fulton
Brennon Hagen
May 16
Tatiana Levy

May 18
Debra Carpenter
Douglas George
Norman Ingraham
Robert Lund
Glenda Paulus
Vince Purser Jr
Richard Roberts Jr
Connie Wellman
May 19
Mary Andrews
Michael Freeman
Daniel Jones
Adrian Purser
May 20
Andrew Bidtah
Robert Romero
May 21
Linda George
Joe Ives
May 22
Angelo Romero-Edwards
Josephine Moran
Nathan Toney
May 23
Cyrene Ortivez

May 24
Kenneth Charles
Mariah Ives
May 25
Edward Charles
William Jones Jr
Matika Marino
May 26
Morgan Labadie
Donna Plankenhorn
Stanton Purser
May 27
Matthew DeCoteau
Donna Goodwin
Julani McGinty
Lavern Tom Jr
Dale Williams
May 28
George Lund
Paulina Sullivan
Veronica Sullivan
May 29
Glenn Gresham
Dwayne Ives
Robert Johnson
Manuel Price
May 30
Colleen Bayhan
Ryder Hanson
May 31
Steven Knowlton
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY

by Tomi Whalen, Branch Manager, Little Boston Library
COMMUNITY NEWS — To help minimize the
risk of coronavirus exposure among patrons and
staff, Kitsap Regional Library is currently closed.
you can visit KRL.org to get reliable updates on the
coronavirus outbreak and learn more about the
Library’s response.
We know that this creates a hardship for many in
our community, but it is imperative that we all do
our part to slow the spread of COVID-19.
While the Library is closed:
• You can get your questions answered by
clicking “Contact” and then “Email” on KRL.
org. A Library staff person will respond within
24 hours. You can also call 360-405-9100 and
leave a message.
• Book drops are closed, so please keep your
items until we reopen.
• Due dates on any materials that are currently
out have been adjusted to when the Library
reopens. This does not apply to ebooks and
audiobooks.)
• Online payment processing has been
temporarily stopped.
• The limit for ebooks and audiobooks checked
out online has been increased from 10 items
to 20 items.
Remember, you don’t have to visit the Library to
get great library service! Through the Download
or Research sections of our website, www.krl.org,
you can:
• Download an ebook, audiobook or music to
your favorite device.
• Browse more than 3,500 online magazine titles
through RBDigital.
• Research, with access to more than 40 online
learning tools and databases.
• Learn through online courses on Lynda.com,
Mango Languages, Learning Express, and

•

more.
Read local and national newspapers.

Access everything free with your library card. If
you don’t have a Library card, you can easily get
a digital Library eCard and start using the Library
online today. Visit www.krl.org/cards for more
information.

For updated information,
check our website krl.org or
call us at 360-297-2670.

See you at the library!
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