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New Hatchery and Shelter Buildings Enrollment Eligibility
Committee Seeks PGST
Planned for Point Julia
Community Input

In 2018, Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal
Council approved the formation of
an Enrollment Eligibility Committee
(EEC) to review enrollment qualifications and make recommendations on
how, or if, they should be revised.

Architectural rendering of the new community shelter, which will
include a prep table, sinks, and a seating/picnic area

PGST’s Natural Resources department has unveiled plans for
building upgrades at Point Julia,
which will benefit fisheries and the
community.
With construction anticipated to
begin during the fall of 2021, the
project includes a new hatchery
building. The 1800 sq. ft., two-story facility will feature a Coast
Salish design with hatchery operations on the ground level. Offices
and a conference room overlooking Point Julia are planned for the
second floor.
The new hatchery will replace the
aging 900 sq. ft. center currently

in use on the site. Every effort was
made to ensure that the new building stayed on the same footprint to
minimize environmental impacts
and respect the site’s cultural significance.
Mitigation for potential sea level
rise has also been planned for: the
new building will be constructed
on a concrete piling foundation,
which should be able to withstand
rising waters. A number of other
sustainable features—like a drum
filters to manage sediment—are
being implemented to ensure longevity.
~Point Julia Upgrades
Continued on page 6

The group started work in 2019, but
only recently resumed meetings after
halting work due to the pandemic.
The Committee consists of Tribal
members appointed by Tribal Council
and includes Ron Charles (Chairman),
Mandi Moon (Vic-Chair) Renee
Veregge (Council liaison), Kara Horton, Rebecca George, Kim Freewolf,
Melissa Streun, and Georgia Makris.
The EEC is working with Edmund
Clay Goodman of Hobbs, Strauss,
Dean and Walker, LLC as well as Big
Water Consulting and Marc Bolan
Consulting to help.
The EEC is reviewing Tribal law directly related to membership eligibility
and how any changes to the current
law may impact who can apply for
enrollment. Currently, someone born
on the reservation is eligible for membership if they are directly descended
(e.g., parent, grandparent, etc.) from
a Tribal member. For someone born
off-reservation, one-eighth blood
quantum and a vote of the General
Council is required for membership.
~EEC Survey
Continued on page 5
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Re-Entry Spotlight: George Sparks
Editor’s Note: Every month we will be featuring the stories of people who have turned their lives around in the Re-Entry program.
If you have questions about the program, please call Val at 360-865-0697 or Sha’ree at 360-865-1197.

“I reported one day for check in and my (probation officer)
said he had an opportunity I might be interested in,” said
Sparks.
That opportunity was Reentry, which would not only help
Sparks get sober, but also learn new skills while getting to
know himself and what he’s capable of outside his addiction.
On the day in April that Sparks answered questions for
this article, he had 3 years, 9 months, and 8 days clean and
sober. He’s been clean since July 16, 2017. He’s incredibly
proud of his sobriety and recognizes that it was possible
only because—unlike his previous attempts—this time was
for him. He had the will and Reentry gave him the tools
for success.
“I learned through the program that help is always there if
you’re willing to ask for it. What you put into the work is
George Sparks, 45, began using drugs in his teens, but, what you will get out of it,” said Sparks.
quickly, the fun and escapism of getting high turned
Sparks’ achievements through Re-Entry are remarkable: beinto chasing just feeling like he could function at all.
coming and staying clean and sober, finishing the wellness
“The biggest challenge for me while I was using was my program, clearing outstanding warrants, getting his drivers
health. I would need some as soon as I woke up to just license, learning to become a skipper, becoming a member
of the Cultural Committee, leasing a car. But he stresses:
make me feel ‘normal’,” said Sparks.
“The most important thing is learning about me for me.”
Sparks’ story is common among addicts. What many
get wrong about addiction is that it’s about a hedonistic Sparks is employed as a home care aid through the State.
desire to feel good and escape from reality. Many addicts though become trapped as tolerance builds, and Sharee Vebber, Sparks’ Reentry Success Coach, is one of his
the highs fade then disappear completely. The drug then biggest cheerleaders and is looking forward to seeing how
becomes an overriding necessity—more important than he continues to grow and evolve into the future. “George
food or sleep—to, at best, muster the energy to get out is a very giving person, both to the people he loves and his
of bed or, at worst, push away the devastating physical community. I love that he still keeps me posted on all his
successes even though he graduated from the program two
and mental side effects of not using.
years ago. It’s excited hearing every update,” said Vebber.
Sparks would find himself trapped in active addition
for going on 24 years. There were many attempts to get
sober, but none stuck. After getting in trouble with the
law, a meeting with his probation officer would set him
on a new path.
George Sparks enjoying his new, sober life
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EEC Survey

Continued from Page 1
A first, and essential, step in determining possible revisions to the enrollment criteria is to take a close look
at Tribal families. Much like a census, this information
helps provide look at who makes up these families
and how revisions to the law might open pathways to
membership. To help gather data, the EEC has created
an online survey for community members, which asks
households to provide information on immediate and/
or extended families who are not currently enrolled as
PGST members. The survey requests information such
as age, gender, relation to respondent, place of birth,
and current residence. Individuals who are not enrolled
currently may take the survey to share information
about themselves.
While the Committee has started to receive some input
from community members through the survey, the
EEC needs as many families as possible to participate
so they can move forward.
“It is so important that our families participate in the
survey. A lot of people in the community have strong
opinions on enrollment eligibility and think the law
should be changed. Responding to the survey is the
best way to help make that happen,” said Kara Horton,
PGST’s Administrative Director.
Horton, along with fellow EEC member Mandi
Moon, are heading up a subcommittee to review survey responses to help identify other families or individuals the Committee needs to hear from. Because the
recommendations made to Tribal Council by the EEC
will impact the PGST community for generations, the
committee is considering ways to reach out directly
to those who haven’t responded. This will be done in
the coming weeks and months via phone, in-person
visit, and/or an email with a link to the online survey.
The deadline for the survey has been extended twice as
more individuals learn of it.
After the EEC has the information needed from
community members, they will tabulate the data to
gauge potential enrollment impacts. After the EEC has
submitted its final report, Tribal Council will review

the recommendations to make final enrollment eligibility
decisions.
The goal of the EEC is to keep the PGST community up
to date on their work. They are dedicated to being transparent about their process and soliciting as much feedback
as possible from the PGST community. As such, over
the next several months, they will be sharing information
via the Tribe’s weekly newsletter, on social media, and in
upcoming issues of Syecem. The committee will eventually hold community meetings to hear opinions relating to
enrollment.

HOW TO TAKE THE SURVEY

If you or your household has not completed the Enrollment Eligibility Survey
yet, please go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/PGSTEnroll. The Committee is most interested in collecting
information on immediate and/or extended family who are not currently
enrolled but are connected to a Port
Gamble S’Klallam Tribal member or
family through blood relations and are
a descendant from a PGS Tribal member. All information is confidential.
A hard copy of the survey can be requested by calling 360-297-6221.
Access the survey immediately by scanning this QR code with a smart device:
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Point Julia Upgrades
Continued from Page 1

At left: A rendering of the
new hatchery, which will
have the same footprint of
the existing building and
offer meeting space for the
community on the second
floor.

As a part of the construction process, the concrete raceways on the beach are being removed.

paid for, in part, by a NOAA Fishery Disaster grant,
which the Tribe was awarded in 2019. The money is
earmarked for activities that support fishermen and/
The project will also include the construction of a new or fisheries. Other projects that have been supported
community-use shelter at Point Julia. The approximate- by the grant include educational opportunities through
ly 1,500 sq. ft. structure will protect a 1,000+ sq. ft. con- the Northwest Indian College; freezers for ceremonial
crete platform that incorporates a prep table, sinks, and and subsistence storage, and the 2019 fisher payback,
seating/picnic area. The shelter will also include public among other programs.
restrooms. Native and culturally significant plants will
replace the non-native along the shoreline between the Natural Resources is working through the logistical
hatchery and the new shelter.
details to minimize disruptions to fishery operations
during construction. They will share additional inforEstimated to cost approximately $2.7 million, Point mation as it becomes available.
Julia’s new hatchery and community shelter are being

At right: The new hatchery
building utilizes Coast Salish
design. All of the Point Julia
upgrades are being paid for in
large part by a NOAA Fishery
Disaster grant. Tribal Council
has approved funding for the
remainder of the budget.
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

General Council
Special Session:
May 18 @ 5 pm

The next General Council Special Session is on Tuesday, May 18 at 5 pm via
Zoom. This is the last Special Session
of several held this spring.
Contact Destiny Wellman via email
at dwellman@pgst.nsn.us or text 360536-2054 for details on how to access
the session.

MMIW Awareness
Car Parade: May 5

Join the community on Wednesday,
May 5 for a car parade in remembrance of Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women.
The event begins at 11:45 am at the
Gliding Eagle Marketplace. Window
chalk will be available to decorate cars.
The first 100 participants will receive a
MMIW mask.

Free House Painting Drawing for
Tribal Elders

In recognition of support of his business from the PGST community, Luis
Ponce will be doing a drawing for one
free house painting to a Tribal Elder
living on the Reservation.
To enter, please contact Tawny DeCo-

teau at 360-297-6219 or via email at
tawny@pgst.nsn.us. The deadline to
enter is Friday, May 7; the winner will
be chosen via drawing on Monday,
May 10.

Calling All 2021
Graduates!

The Education Department is calling
all 2021 Graduates! Whether you’re
graduating from high school or college, they want to recognize you and
your accomplishments.
To help with planning, Education is
asking all graduates to fill out a questionnaire and turn it in as quickly as
possible. To get a graduation questionnaire, visit the Career and Education
page of the PGST website, visit the
department offices, or email Morgan
at morganv@pgst.nsn.us.
Graduation Honoring is currently
scheduled for June 18 with a 4 pm car
parade followed by a 5 pm ceremony for graduates and their immediate
families.

Reminder:
Download the
MyPD App Now

The Port Gamble S’Klalam Police
are available to serve the community 24/7. In an emergency, call 9-11. You can also call the Main Office
at 360-297-6333 for questions and

non-emergencies.
One of the best ways to reach the
PGST Police and receive related news
alerts is through the MyPD app,
which can be accessed through your
mobile device. Download the app
from wherever you get your phone or
tablet apps and choose “Port Gamble
S’Klallam Police Department from
the dropdown menu.
In emergencies, do not use this app;
always call 9-1-1.

Tribal Government
Admin Building
Under Renovation

The Tribal Government Administration building is undergoing renovations to expand the Accounting department among other changes.
While construction is ongoing, the
current reception area will be closed.
Some Accounting and Receiving staff
will be moved to the Tribal Kitchen,
which will also be closed. Renovations
are expected to be completed in six
months. Reception can still be reached
by calling 360-297-2646.

Our Hands Are Up:

To all the Vaccine Clinic workers who
have done a fabulous job of keeping
the community and our neighbors
safe!
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Events @ Heronswood

Designing Gardens for Wildlife Diversity
with Dr. Patrick McMillan

A garden filled with colorful flowers need not be
at the expense of birds, mammals, and other
creatures that make their homes in our yards!
Patrick will show you how to ensure your garden
is beautiful and buzzing with life!
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

Best Garden Vines
with Dr. Patrick McMillan

Whether covering an unsightly wall, creating
privacy, or adding color, vines are some of the
most functional of garden plants. Join Patrick as
he selects his favorite vines from Heronswood’s
large collection.
10 am - 1 pm in the garden, masks required
Pricing for PGST community: $35

The Traveler’s Garden: New Caledonia
with Adam Black

Set in the Pacific Ocean, northeast of Australia,
the tropical island of New Caledonia has a fascinating flora. A complex geology has resulted in
great botanical diversity, especially in some plant
groups, such as palms and conifers. Join plant
explorer Adam Black as he recounts his trips to
this exotic isle!
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

Growing Healthy, Happy Herbs
with Dr. Ross Bayton

Growing your own food is incredibly satisfying
and herbs are a great place to start. Fresh herbs
taste better than dried and don’t take a lot of
room to grow. Join Ross as he showcases the
best herbs for herb culture and how to grow
them.
12-1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

For the full 2021 Event Calendar: Heronswood.odoo.com/event
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Happy Birthday!
...to

everyone celebrating in May!

May 1
Akilah Jackson

Joshua Jones
Tiffany Seachord

Rose Stewart
Elizabeth Townsend

May 2
Thomas Doleman
Jeremy Fulton
Jalen Ives
Tydas Montgomery

May 9
Brady Chadwick
Jarod DeCoteau
Keelie Rogers
Tammy Sullivan

May 17
Erick Fulton
JC Fulton
Tina Sayles

May 3
Devryn Ashworth
Indika Bray
Richard Ritter

May 10
Majorie Corless
Sabrena French
Paul Gaeta

May 4
Garrett Sitting Dog

May 11
Duane Aikman Jr
Shallee Baker
Taliya Caldera
Christopher Charles
Ariana Griggs
Shane Ives
Mary Ritter
Wade Stark

May 5
Abby Carlton
Justin Jones
Donald Plankenhorn
Amanda Purser
May 6
Christopher Clearwater
Gary Wellman
May 7
Juanita Adams
Colin Edwards
Kaylee Edwards
Richard Reynolds
May 8
Rebecca Bray
Makya DeCoteau
Lloyd Fulton
Sandra Horton
Thomas Horton
Floyd Jones

May 12
Frank Trevathan
Randy Wellman
Rudy Wellman
May 13
Sway Simmons
Conrad Sullivan
Jennifer White
May 15
Carol Fulton
Brennon Hagen
May 16
Tatiana Levy

May 18
Debra Carpenter
Douglas George
Norman Ingraham
Robert Lund
Glenda Paulus
Vince Purser Jr
Richard Roberts Jr
Connie Wellman
May 19
Mary Andrews
Michael Freeman
Daniel Jones
Adrian Purser
May 20
Andrew Bidtah
Robert Romero
May 21
Linda George
Joe Ives
May 22
Angelo Romero-Edwards
Josephine Moran
Nathan Toney
May 23
Cyrene Ortivez

May 24
Kenneth Charles
Mariah Ives
May 25
Edward Charles
William Jones Jr
Matika Marino
May 26
Morgan Labadie
Donna Plankenhorn
Stanton Purser
May 27
Matthew DeCoteau
Donna Goodwin
Julani McGinty
Lavern Tom Jr
Dale Williams
May 28
George Lund
Paulina Sullivan
Veronica Sullivan
May 29
Glenn Gresham
Dwayne Ives
Robert Johnson
Manuel Price
May 30
Colleen Bayhan
Ryder Hanson
May 31
Steven Knowlton
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — We are now open again
for limited express service.
Here is what we offer inside our building:
• New library cards
• Browsing the collection
• Picking up holds
• Tech Services: Computer use, printing and
copying up to 100 pages free every day.
Visits are limited to two patrons at a time and
45 minutes maximum for each patron per
day. A face cover that goes over the nose and
mouth is required for entry. We can provide it
if you do not have one.
Our hours are 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. weekdays
and 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. on Saturdays. If you
prefer curbside service, you can make an
appointment. Please call us with any questions
at 360-297-2670.
If you prefer to download books, music, or
magazines, please call us or check our home
page for instructions and available titles.

technology, business, and design skills are
available with just your library card and a
device.
To get a virtual library card or make an
appointment to pick up items, please call 360297-2670 or visit our website at KRL.org. We
are here for you!

All branches of the Kitsap Regional
Library will be closed on Monday,
May 31 for Memorial Day.
Please call us with any questions at
360-297-2670 or visit our website:
KRL.org.

We will see you soon at
the library!

Online self-paced learning courses and
instructional videos on topics such as

Schedule your COVID-19 vaccine now
online at bookpgst.timetap.com
or by calling 360-297-9674
Appointments are available weekly.
Get vaccinated to protect yourself and the community!
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