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Congressman Derek Kilmer Visits Warrior Ridge

or low-income individuals struggling to
meet basic housing needs. Warrior Ridge
will hire an additional Resident Services
Specialist to work with the Tribe’s Navigator program to help residents access
other Tribal services as they might need
them.

Chairman Jeromy Sullivan and Rep. Derek Kilmer (center) with staff
and board members from the Housing Board and construction crew

In early October, U.S. Representative Derek Kilmer and
members of his staff visited the Warrior Ridge construction
site. This new housing complex is located just off Little Boston Rd. on the PGST reservation.
Kilmer was joined by members of the PGST Housing Board
of Commissioners, as well as Kara Horton, Executive Director of the PGST Housing Authority, and Chairman Jeromy
Sullivan. Project Superintendent Dylan Sievetson from Clark
Construction and Amanda Lange, lead project architect from
Blue Architecture were also on hand to provide information
on the project, including solutions implemented to keep construction on time and budget. For example, Sievetson shared
that to save on the fluctuating cost of lumber—which has,
over the last two years, reached periods of record highs—materials were purchased in phases from trusted suppliers.
Currently, Phase One of Warrior Ridge is on track to be completed in 2023. This includes 30 mixed use units with duplexes and single-family homes, all for the exclusive use of tribal
members and their families. Fifteen units are earmarked for
Elders, seven homes for low-income families, and the remaining will be reserved for transitional housing to serve unhoused

Phase One of Warrior Ridge is budgeted at $9 million with funding secured
through a partnership with Raymond
James and grants awarded by the Department of Commerce, the Affordable
Housing Program, Housing Trust Fund,
and Indian Community Development
Block Grant, among others. Warrior
Ridge also qualified for a Low-Income
Housing Tax Credit—the first such tax

incentive the Housing Authority has pursued.
The second phase of Warrior Ridge will include 30 additional multifamily apartment units also intended for
low-income families. This next stage of the project is
expected to go to bid by early next year.
During his time in office, Kilmer has made support of
Indian Country a policy focus, including advocating for
tribal sovereignty and addressing new challenges faced
by tribal communities stemming from climate change.
The Housing Board of Commissioners oversees the
Housing Authority. Their responsibilities include budget approval and oversight; input on the Authority’s
Strategic and Housing Plans; hiring of general staff,
attending to tenant grievances, and more. The current
sitting Board includes Steve Knowlton (Chair), Jamie
Aikman (Vice-Chair), Georgia Makris (Secretary/Treasurer), Natashe Streun, Darlene Peters, and Eugene
Purser.
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Greg Trueb, CFO
• Tamara Gage, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government
• Destiny Oliver, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services
• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino
• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency
• Andrea Dolan-Potter, PGS Foundation
Executive Director
• Kara Horton-Wright, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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PGST Transitional Housing Welcomes First Residents
In October, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’s S’Klallam
House welcomed its first residents. Managed and operated by the Court Services department, S’Klallam House is
the Tribe’s first foray into providing transitional housing to
some of its most vulnerable members.
“We’re very excited about the opening of S’Klallam House.
This signifies a new chapter in how we’re able to help tribal
members become happy, healthy, and connected members
of the community,” said Chris Barone, director, PGST
Court Services.
The S’Klallam House homes—one each for men and women—are intended to serve Welcome Home reentry clients
coming out of the jail system and who are, often, struggling with addiction. Transitional housing through S’Klallam House provides a “clean, sober, and safe home that
holistically supports the whole being and provides tools to
live life on life’s terms.” The homes are located on the same
property as the current Court Services offices in the Blue
House on Hansville Rd. NE.
According to the program’s comprehensive operation and
program policies guide, each tenant may stay in S’Klallam
House for up to one year. During that time, they are expected to adhere to set of strict rules, including treating
fellow residents with respect and dignity; regularly completing chores and helping with the general cleanliness and
upkeep of the homes; and attending weekly house, 12-step,
and other group meetings. Residents must also participate
in the Tribe’s Welcome Home program for reentry services.
Residents pay $300 a month in rent as well as a one-time
$150 non-refundable move-in fee. The money is used to
support operations and the purchase of communal items.
“Charging rent helps fund the program and gives residents
an extra incentive to care about their living environment.
S’Klallam House is intended as a temporary living situation, but we want to create a feeling of and pride for the
home,” said Barone.
To qualify for residency, tenants must be at least 18 years
old and at least 28 days sober with a commitment and desire to recover from addiction. Residents can be drug tested

The communal living area (top), a double occupancy
residential room, and kitchen (bottom) in the new
S’Klallam House
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at any time during their stay at S’Klallam
House.
Each S’Klallam House operates like a
traditional, democratically run Oxford
House requiring potential candidates
to complete a background check, establish they can live within the home’s strict
guidelines, and win approval from other
house residents.
While preference for residency will be
given to PGST members, individuals enrolled with other tribes may be accepted
on a case-by-case basis. A waiting list will
be established when the homes are full.
Each house has six bedrooms and common areas to accommodate six to nine
occupants, including a house manager,
who serves as a liaison between the house
residents and Welcome Home staff. Bedrooms are decorated with a bed, dresser,
and a nightstand and each resident is provided toiletries and other personal effects.
A communal living area includes sofas,
a dining table, and a TV. A full kitchen
comes equipped with a dishwasher and
multiple refrigerators.
Residents are encouraged to take advantage of activities and events that help them
reconnect with their tribal culture. For example, a sweat lodge, on the same property as the S’Klallam Houses, was built by
community member Richie Ogle with the
help of other PGST community members
under the direction of a Suquamish Elder.
Planning for S’Klallam House began in
2019. COVID restrictions and subsequent supply line issues slowed the project’s progress.
Construction of the homes was made possible through a grant from the Department of Justice/Office of Justice Assistance
(DOJ/OJP). A grant from Indian Health
Services funded the septic system, while

A sweat lodge built by Richie Ogle and PGST members on the
property of S’Klallam House

Appendix X money was used to provide household and personal items
for residents.
The S’Klallam House complex is a first step in the Tribe’s Master Plan
for the Blue House site, which focuses on “health, commercial services,
and housing.” The plan for the site also includes a 4-acre central park/
conservation area, a medical office complex, market rate apartments, and
on-site recreational opportunities, among other uses.
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PGST Hosts Administration for Child and Families
Tribal Advisory Committee Meeting
Gamble S’Klallam and included a panel discussion of parents
who had been directly impacted by services for children and
families.
Corey Sullivan shared how the birth of his daughter changed
his life, and how services from PGST helped him become a
better father and strengthened his family. “If it wasn’t for the
help from this Tribe, I would have been lost. I wouldn’t have
known what to do. I so appreciate what they have done for
me and my daughter,” he said.
Many other parents expressed their gratitude to the Tribe,
including Brandalynn Bowechop, who was adopted by a
non-tribal family in Texas as a child. She struggled with identity and self-esteem issues growing up and didn’t know about
Chairman Sullivan welcomes staff from
Administration for Children and Families
her connections to PGST until adulthood
when she formed a relationship with her biological father. By
On October 14, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe hosted
then, she had three children of her own and did not qualify
the final day of the Administration for Children and Famifor any support through Texas child and family agencies. Her
lies (ACF) Triannual Tribal Advisory Committee Meeting.
father encouraged her to move north and connect with her
family and heritage.
The 3-day event—the first two days of which were hosted by the Jamestown S’Klallam—brought together federal,
Today, she credits the support of the PGST community with
state, and tribal officials to strengthen the relationship behow far she and her family have come. Bowechop works for
tween the agencies that serve children and families. One of
Early Childhood—where her daughter is also enrolled—and
the major themes of the conference was how to address the
has used the services available to take care of her own health
unique challenges faced by tribal children and their families,
and wellness.
including how to deliver more culturally informed services.
“I think I would be lost if I wasn’t fortunate enough to have
The meeting started with a welcome from Chairman Jeromy
the Port Gamble S’Klallam people by my side every step of
Sullivan: “To be here with you guys means so much to me
the way,” said Bowechop.
because I know about the hard work you do. We appreciate
everything you do, and we want to make it better and have
In addition to praising the direct services offered, the panelmade it better,” said Sullivan.
ists talked about adjacent programs that give kids more diverse experiences. For example, through Early Childhood,
January Contreras, Assistant Secretary for Children and
kids take mini field trips to Heronswood Garden for activiFamilies, ACF, joined the meeting via video conferencties such as pumpkin picking.
ing and, in her opening remarks, acknowledged the need
to address a multitude of issues in the work they do. “This
Culture is also, of course, a major focus in all services made
conference brings us back to how inter-related everything is
available to PGST’s children and families. Donald Sullivan,
whether we’re talking about…mental health, missing youth,
whose daughter is an Early Childhood student, said, “It’s
childhood abuse, economic issues,” Contreras said. “Everypretty crazy to see all the cultural things installed. It’s a curthing we do in the early learning spaces makes a difference.
riculum that has gone on for 30 years. My daughter could
It speaks to how everything is connected. The investments
sing the traditional songs before she could speak English.
we make in these spaces will pay off in numerous ways.”
That’s pretty cool.”
Personal perspectives were the focus during the visit to Port
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PGST Wins $2.1 Million BIA Grant
PGST has been awarded a grant for $2.1 million as a part Coastal bluff erosion is evident along most of the PGST
of the Bureau of Indian Affairs Branch of Tribal Climate shoreline. As bluffs erode, they contribute sediment to
Resilience program.
PGST beaches and are therefore considered important
for ecological functions on the PGST shoreline. However,
The money will fund the relocation of three families to valuable infrastructure, like homes, are near the bluffs and
newly constructed homes on other Reservation lots away are at risk because of this erosion.
from the shoreline. The project will also demolish the
three houses located on the high-risk properties and re- During its 2022 cycle, the BIA program awarded 124
store the shoreline vegetation.
awards totaling $45.39 million to 76 tribes and eight tribal organizations.
The Tribe will hire a Program Manager to conduct much
of this work.
In addition to the larger award, PGST won a second grant
for $15,150 to fund the Climate Resilience Tribal Youth
The western boundary of the Reservation is approximate- Environmental Stewardship Corps project, which will
ly 2.5 miles, bordered by Port Gamble Bay. This shore- help young people become more informed on how they
line area consists of predominantly bluff-backed beaches can combat climate change.
where landslides have occurred.

WEAVING CONFERENCE COMES TO PGST

In mid-October, a mini weaving conference by Coastal Salish Weaving Center hosted
experienced and first time weavers alike! Here are a few scenes from the event.
Photos by Kat Perry.

Counter-clockwise: Kelly Sullivan and Dr.
Susan Patel use an electronic spinner to
twist the wool tighter.
Kim Freewolf looks up from her work on a
tunic.
Melissa Streun demonstrates her technique.
Nicolas Sullivan considers the work he’s
done on his very first tunic.
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Wreathmaking at
Heronswood:
November 17 & 18

Get into the holiday spirit with
wreathmaking at Heronswood! The
PGST Community and staff are invited to Heronswood’s annual holiday
wreathmaking event on Thursday, November 17 and Friday, November 18
from 9 am to 3 pm. All materials will
be provided. Attendess are also invited
to bring any greenery or accents they’d
like to include in their own wreaths.
Light refreshments and hot drinks will
be provided.

Ted George Scholarship
Winners Announced

The 2022 winners of the Ted George
Student Financial Aid Fund have been
announced. The 2022 winners include
PGST members Nizhoni Price and Jacob
Fundak, as well as Kaynoni George-McGrady and Julia Hommel from Suquamish.

Established to support Port Gamble
S’Klallam and Suquamish college students, the Fund was created through
memorial gifts given in honor of Ted
George and his extraordinary commitment to educating Native youth.

Enrollment Eligibility
Survey Available on Nov. 7

To help assess the community’s
thoughts on changes being considered
to Enrollment Eligibility, the Enrollment Eligibility Committee is asking
all enrolled PGST members, aged 18
and up, to complete a survey. This is
the next step in the process after the
recent community meetings.

required in order to access the survey.
Everyone eligible to complete to the survey who does will receive a $25 gift card.
These will be distributed once every week
that the survey is active.
To access the survey after it becomes available on November 7, please use the QR
code provided below or visit https://www.
surveymonkey.com/r/PGSTEnrollment.
To receive a copy of the PowerPoint
presented at the Enrollment Eligibility
Community meetings, please email eec@
pgst.nsn.us. In the email, please include
your enrollment number, name, and date
of birth.

The Enrollment Eligibility survey will
be available as of Monday, November
7. The deadline for completion is December 31, 2022.
Only enrolled PGST members aged
18 and up may take the survey. Enrollment number or name and DOB are

Happy Retirement, Ralph Purser!
After more than a decade caring for the Garden,
Ralph Purser has retired from Heronswood.
Ralph—who has worked for PGST in various
capacities for decades—started at Heronswood
in 2011 and was known for his high standards
in keeping the Garden neat and tidy. He was a
fixture at Heronswood, recognized by volunteers
and visitors and beloved by staff.
A very happy retirement to Ralph!
Staff from Heronswood and the PGS Foundation come out to wish
Ralph Purser a happy retirement!
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HALLOWEEN @ PGST!
Photos full of spooky fun!
HAUNTED HERONSWOOD
For the first time since the
pandemic, Heronswood
was able to hold its annual spooky celebration. On
October 21 & 22, hundreds
of members of the PGST and
Kitsap communities came
out to have a scare (or three!)
and experience S’Klallam
Legends. The children were
warned: don’t get too close
to Slapu!
Photos by Gina Steiner.

In addition to Haunted Heronswood, the PGST Community came together for the
annual Halloween party and Trunk or Treat!
Photos by Kat Perry.
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Happy Birthday!
...to

everyone celebrating in NOVEMBER!

November 1
Anthony Adams Jr.
Christopher George
Cherie Jacobs
Kyree McGinty
Camryn Purser
Samantha Sullivan
Kyle Lee White

November 7
Evelynn Efferson
Joseph Hommel
Justyn Purser

November 2
Zackery Charles
Brian Edwards
Karter Garoutte
John Horton
Sharon Ives

November 9
Vince Purser
Lynette Roberts
Brandon Wellman

November 3
Rashad Brown
Clint Hamann
Deziray Henderson
Dylan Loeffler
Theodore Seachord
November 4
Earl Laub
Seth Noah
November 5
Joyce Cole
Rosemary Fulton
Jacob Fundak
Brian George
Gazzmin Moran
Barbara Pollock
November 6
John Romero
Roan Ruffu
Joshua Trevathan

November 8
Kelsey Beck
Allison Catena

November 10
Adams Charles
Daniel Hanson
Grace Roberts
Roxanne Wellman
November 11
Christina Polloc
Daniel Purser
November 12
Benjamin Ives
November 13
Miakoda Anderson
Kylia DeCoteau
Gregory Fulton
Shelby Leitch
Kendall Trevathan
November 14
Justin Decoteau
November 15
Anthony Decoteau
Justin Meachem
Jason Purser
William Trevathan

November 16
Joanne Tom
November 17
Jaxene Hall
Nissie Jones
November 18
Jamie Aikman
River Charles
Taylor Lyon-Decoteau
Emilio Ponce-Ramirez
Dinah Sandbeck
Christian Tom
Kiara Tom
November 19
Steven Adams-Abad
Shawn J. Decoteau
Raymond Ives
Gerald Wan
November 20
Peter Bunich Jr.
November 21
Natalie Fulton
November 22
Mary Fulton
Sean McElroy
Daniel Sullivan
November 23
Jonathan Broten
Aaron Charles
Catherine Jones-Taylor

November 24
Logan Melton
Leslie Purser
Stormy Purser
Ryle Sullivan
Charles Trevathan
November 25
Tasha Affonce
Mariah Jones
Jason Lund
November 26
Jazlin Moran
Kaleena Pluff
Eugene Purser
November 27
Alan Freeman Sr.
Curtis Fulton
Karron McGrady
Leah Symes
November 28
Richard Decoteau
Kalina Gutierrez
November 29
Paul Hebert Jr.
Joshua Laroche
Kimberly Nystrom
Carmelita Purser
November 30
Loren Anderson
Marilee McClaskey
Ethan Noah
Billie Jo Reynolds
Lily Sloan-Nilluka
Kristi Trevathan
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CELEBRATE SUMMER AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS— Our regular hours are 10
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. weekdays and 10 a.m. to 1
p.m. Saturdays.
We have a new phone number! Call 360860-5080 to place a hold, make a curbside
appointment, or speak to staff person. Parking
is available on Little Boston Road. Accessible
parking and parking for curbside service is
available next the library building.
November Programs
• November 2 @ 10:30 a.m. – Virtual and InPerson Little Boston Book Group
• November 3, 10, 17 @ 11:00 a.m. -Literacy Playroom
• November 3, 10, 17 @ 11:30 a.m. -- Fall
for a Good Storytime
• November 5 @ 10:00 a.m. -- Kickoff
Salmon Tours, Grover’s Creek Hatchery
• November 18 @ 10:00 a.m. -- Block Party!
For virtual events, please join our community
Zoom room and connect through desktop,
phone or mobile. For more information about
our November programs visit https://krl.org/
little-boston and click on the program you
wish to attend. The library is open!
Reading Recommendations
Nation to Nation: Treaties Between the
United States and American Indian Nations
edited by Suzan Shown Harjo (Cheyenne,
Muscogee): A chronicle of the promises
and betrayals involved in treaties and treaty
making between the U.S. government and
Native Nations. By exploring how the ideas
of honor, good faith, rule of law, and peaceful
relations between nations have been tested
and challenged in historical and modern times,
contributing authors show that centuries-old
treaties remain living, relevant documents
for both Natives and non-Natives in the 21st

century. (Book, 2014)
Ceremony by Leslie Marmon Silko (Laguna
Pueblo): 30 years since its original
publication, Ceremony remains one of the
most profound and moving works of Native
American literature, a novel that is itself a
ceremony of healing. Tayo, a World War II
veteran of mixed ancestry, returns to the
Laguna Pueblo Reservation. He is deeply
scarred by his experience as a prisoner of
the Japanese and further wounded by the
rejection he encounters from his people. Only
by immersing himself in his Native culture can
he begin to regain the peace that was taken
from him. (Book, 1977)
Ancestral Stories of the Klallam People by
Elaine Grinnell (Jamestown S’Klallam, Lummi):
Elder and storyteller Elaine Grinnell introduces
her recording in the Klallam language, then
translates into English. Six of the stories
are from her Jamestown S’Klallam heritage;
“Grandma Crab” is a story Elaine learned from
her father’s Lummi family elders; and “Mink
and Wolf” is a story Elaine learned from Tom
Charles of the Lower Elwha Klallam. (Audio
CD, 2012)
Lighting the 7th Fire produced by Sandra
Sunrising Osawa (Makah): A Chippewa
prophecy foretells a time called the 7th Fire
when lost traditions will be recovered. Native
American filmmaker Sandra Sunrising Osawa
examines how the Chippewa Indians of
Northern Wisconsin have struggled to restore
the centuries-old tradition of spearfishing
— and the heated opposition they have
encountered. (DVD, 1999)
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