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New Port Gamble S'Klallam Royalty Crowned

On Friday, September 8, the new Port Gamble S'Klallam Royal Court was crowned during
S'Klallam Days. Pictured aboved left to right: Ian Baze, Kaylayla Ives, Izaiah Reynolds, Nizhoni
Price, Willam Robles, Angeline Rogers, and Kylie Carpenter. Not pictured: Karleigh Gomez.
Congratulations to all!

Port Gamble S'Klallam Youth Experience Places of Importance

Unique summer camp experience collaboration between Cultural Resousces and Youth Programs
By Laura Price, Cultural Resources Director

In August, the Cultural Resources and Youth Programs collaborated to provide 6-12 grade youth a culturally enriched summer
experience.
We had 24 youth and seven adults participate in a three-day
overnight fieldtrip to visit and learn about places and areas that
are important to the S’Klallam People. The areas focused on included Indian Island, Port Hadlock, Jamestown territory, Marymere Falls and Lake Crescent. During our trip, we were able to
visit several creation story sites and met up with some of our
S’Klallam cousins from the Jamestown and Elwha villages, all
while travelling in the canoe and having fun.

PGST youth landing a canoe on Indian Island. First time a tribal
canoe has landed on this beach in 78 years!
Photo credit: Joe Price

Youth had the opportunity to visit with Naval Archaeologist Bill
Kalina, who served as a guide to visit the homestead of Prince of beaches covered with fire-cracked rock, which were used by our
Whales and the ancestral village that was excavated in the 1970’s. ancestors to cook or prepare food generations before.
Some of the materials from this excavation are on display in our
Places of Importance—continued on page 6
Tribal center lobby. We also discovered shell middens and
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A Letter from Kari DeCoteau, PGST's
new Career and Education Director

Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346
Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097
Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Hello! I am Kari DeCoteau, recently hired
as the Career and Education Director. My
first day was July 26th and it is an honor to
serve our S’Klallam Families. I look forward to all that is to come, but wanted to
share some highlights of my experiences
so far.

laughter came from the kids as they made
their selection from a variety of backpacks
boasting different colors and designs.
Since the event, more backpacks have
been distributed through meetings with an
academic coach, where parents set school
and academic goals for their children. If
your child did not receive a supplies backThis summer, our department completed a pack, please call or come see us.
successful Summer Youth Job program as
well as summer school classes for elemen- On August 31, we held the Wolfle Meet &
tary, middle, and high school grade levels. Greet. This informal gathering with our
Most recently, we have been diving into
S’Klallam Families and David Wolfle staff
fall preparation for K-12 and higher eduhas become an annual tradition, which was
cation students.
started by Dallas DeGuire, who retired
this past August. Many teachers and staff
On August 15, we held new teacher orifrom David Wolfle Elementary joined our
entation in partnership with the North
elementary students and their families for
Kitsap School District in our House of
this picnic lunch.
Knowledge. We hosted 32 new district
staff with S’Klallam Singers performSeptember 6th was the first day back to
ing a Welcome Song, a welcome from
school for many of our K-12 students.
leadership, an elder prayer, lunch and an
This was an exciting day. Our academic
introduction to the Career and Education coaches and Education Clinic Teachers
Department, along with an overview of
were with the students at their schools,
PGST's departments and services. Durproviding support and assistance.
ing the day, we also helped educate on our
Tribe with presentations on tribal soverOur Higher Education Program has been
eignty, Culture & Language, and Cultural
very busy processing scholarship applicaSupport. We finished in the S’Klallam way tions for Fall Quarter. The Higher Ed
with a giveaway. Our goal with this event Committee met September 6 to review
was to start to build relationships with the the status of 27 college applicants. What
new educators and inspire them to best
an opportunity our S’Klallam people have
serve our children.
before them.
Over August 16 and 17, we helped our
Here's to a great school year ahead!
students get ready for school with our
Backpack Distribution. During this wellattended event, approximately 255 backpacks—filled with the NKSD K-12 supply
list items—were distributed. Smiles and

Parents help their kids select backpacks during the Backpack Distribution event on August
16 & 17. Each backpack was filled with school supplies.

Tribal Council
• Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
• Chris Tom, Vice Chairman
• Renee Veregge, Councilman
• Lena Tunkara, Councilman
• Talia DeCoteau, Councilman
• Donovan Ashworth, Councilman
Entity Directors
•

Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director

•

Betty Decoteau, CFO

•

Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

•

Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

•

Chris Placentia, Executive Director,
Noo-Kayet

•

Leo Culloo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

•

Nic'cola Armstrong, Director, Tribal
Gaming Agency

•

Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

•

Margaret Tom, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

PGST Vision Statement
Our vision is to achieve the full potential of
the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign
nation to be self-sufficient, proud, strong,
healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement
The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam
Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure
self-determination and self-sufficiency
through visionary leadership. We will
ensure the health, welfare and economic
success of a vibrant community through
education, economic development,
preservation and protection of the rich
culture, traditions, language, homelands
and natural resources of our Tribe.
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Reminder:
GENERAL COUNCIL

Saturday, October 7
Tribal Gym
Starting with lunch at noon—
meeting to follow.
Lunch and childcare provided.
Door prizes and cash drawings!
Come to General Council to learn more about what is happening
with your Tribe and help with important decisions, including Tribal
adoptions!

Key

Want to learn more about a something
you've read about in Syecem or submit an
article?

Tribal 				Clinic & Health
Business
Natural 			
Resources			

Community News

Contact Sharon Purser, at the
Port Gamble S’Klallam
Tribal Center,
31912 Little Boston Road,
Kingston, Washington
(360) 297-6276 or
sharonp@pgst.nsn.us
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New Totem Watches Over Point Julia
A new totem stands above Point Julia, in Jake
Jones Park, to watch over and provide protection for PGST's fishermen. A gathering and
blessing took place as the pole was raised on
Friday, September 8.

Tribal carver Jimmie Price was commissioned
by the Port Gamble S’Klallam Foundation to
design and carve the totem, depicting various
forms of sea life beneath a singer/watchman at
the top. The money for the totem came from a
$10,000 grant awarded to the Foundation from
the National Endowment for the Arts (NEA).
In addition to this newest totem pole, the
money from the NEA grant was used to commission Brian Perry to create a welcome pole
to greet visitors to Heronswood® Garden.
Perry's pole, which was raised in 2015, depicts
a heron and a frog, the playful mascots of the
botanical garden.
Left: Jimmie Price stands next to the totem he
carved to watch over Point Julia.
Right: A new totem was raised in Jake Jones Park
during a ceremony on September 8.

DHAT: A Way to Expand
Options at Health Services
The Health Department invited staff from all Tribal Departments for a Lunch and Learn in the Long House about the Dental Health Aide Therapist (DHAT) programs pioneered in the
U.S. by the Alaska Native tribes in the early 2000s. DHAT are
dental providers (similar to a physician assistant) that can fill cavities, extract teeth, and do other preventative dental procedures.
Northwest Portland Area Indian Health Board (NPAIHB) Native
Dental Therapy Initiative Project Director Christina Peters gave
an informative presentation about the history and what it takes to
become a DHAT. Afterwards she presented to Tribal Council.

PGS Housing Awarded
HUD Block Grant
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD) has awarded the Port Gamble S’Klallam Housing
Authority $500,000 to meet housing and community development priorities.
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Housing Authority will use these
funds to rehab eight houses in S’Klallam Hill, which contain
asbestos in the wallboard, ceiling, and flooring that needs to
be removed. Remodeling will also include updates to flooring,
cabinets, plumbing fixtures, lighting, siding, and interior/exterior paint.

The Swinomish Indian Tribal Community in Washington has an
experienced DHAT working in the dental clinic. In Oregon, the
Confederated Tribes of Coos, Lower Umpqua, and Siuslaw Indians welcomed their first Dental Health Aide Therapist in July.

“The houses in this community are 40 years old and these
improvements are necessary to extend the life of the homes,”
said Margaret Tom, Housing Executive Director.

Currently the training takes place in Alaska in an intensive twoyear program. The Health Services Department is proposing
DHAT training be included in the 2018 budget. If approved, a
DHAT training notice will be posted for PGST members who
are interested.

In addition to the S’Klallam Hill homes, three 43-year-old,
privately-owned homes will also be rehabilitated. The work on
these homes will include the same renovations that are being
done to the S’Klallam Hill houses with the addition of new
roofing.

Health Services is also exploring the idea of hiring an experienced DHAT to work in the clinic, which would allow for the
expansion of services and increase appointment availability.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Housing was one of three local tribes,
including Muckleshoot and Upper Skagit, to be awarded HUD
block grant funds. Nationally, 77 tribes were awarded over $55
million.

For more information, visit the Alaska Native Tribal Health Consortium’s page on Dental Therapy Educational Programs:
https://anthc.org/alaska-dental-therapy-education-programs/
students/. You can also find them on Facebook at ANTHCsmile.
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Pride is Our Heritage: Revisited

In 1994, the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe published a photographic and oral history of the tribal elders. Since it has been more than twenty years since the original publication of this cultural and historical document, it bears revisiting. Each month individual tribal elders who are still living, according
to age and beginning with the eldest, will be featured in the Syecem, along with their contribution to
the oral history in their own words.

Jane Charles

Born February 6, 1918
Point Julia, Washington
I grew up around here until was
about 18 or 19. I started school
at the spit. My dad used to row
across to Port Gamble to get
groceries. My sister Martha was
a nurse at the hospital just below
where the old store is now. We
moved up past where the Y Not
store is now where my dad built
a house on some land he owned
there. We walked to a school that
was in back of Wolfle. We also
got around in my brothers’ old
time Model T cars. My brothers used to drive around on the
beach down there. When my dad
retired from the mill he sold the
property to Chips Wakefield and
got a little house down here.
For entertainment, as kids, we
used to play down on the beach all
day long. We used mussel shells to
make people out of, built houses
out of sand, with furniture out
of little limbs and sticks, and used little broken shells for a table and
dishes. We didn’t need to be going someplace for fun. There were a lot
of us who played on the beach like that. Things were so quiet and calm
then. I also helped my mom pick berries and fruit. I still do that yet at
home and do a lot of baking.
Mom used to say that when you had a sore or cut, you take the leaves
from the ironwood trees and put it over to draw all the bad stuff out
of the cut or whatever. There is a white flower I still pick and seal in
sandwich bags in the freezer. They make a really good tea, which helps
release fluid your body retains.
I wasn’t active in any kind of sports, but my brothers all played ball.
My dad was a ball player in his youth too. He was real old when he
died, but he always listened to the ball games. I have some pictures at
home of my dad, Peter Jackson, and a bunch of the old timers – all
gone now. They are all in ball uniforms.
We used to camp a lot when I was young. My dad made rowboats and
skiffs. He’d pack stuff in the boat and take off from the spit down here
and row all the way to Hansville, trolling all the way with a hand-line.
We’d go down and camp at Hansville with him. He used to tell us that

Our Hands Are Up to:

if you want to catch fish you have
to go out early just before daylight
or just before dark when the fish
are there. We’d camp on the beach
up the road a little way from where
that store is now in Hansville. He
would make trolling spoons out of
sheets if brass, copper, nickel and
half and half. He made some really
good spoons.
I left home at around twenty and
went to Jamestown and did housekeeping for a while. I did cooking,
baking, washing and taking care of
the children. I lived right with the
people I worked for. That’s when
I met Ernie and got married in
’38 or ’39, over fifty years ago. We
were married at the courthouse in
Port Angeles by Judge Fred Filian (I think). He was totally blind
and when he signed our marriage
license his secretary had to take his
hand and put it right on the line
that he was supposed to sign.
I had three boys and three girls. My mother delivered my oldest child,
Ernie Jr. at home. The others were born in the hospital. One of the
boys died of diphtheria when Ernie was in the Army during World
War II. Another son drowned in the Lower Elwha River. I don’t think
I ever spanked my kids. I guess I yelled at them when I had to, but
then would feel bad about it and tell them that if I didn’t care about
them, I wouldn’t try to correct them. I guess I got through to them,
because they all turned out really good. Ernie always helped out when
the children were small.
If I have any advice to young people today, I would just like to say that
I really hope and pray that they would just stay off drugs.
My parents were Sammy Charles and Susie Dick. I had seven brothers and two
sisters. One sister, Elizabeth, died a long time ago and is buried in Jamestown and
my half sister, Martha, died in 1980. My oldest brothers name was Bill, then
Clarence, Herbert, Chester, Milton, Frank, and Samuel.

Everyone who worked so hard to make
S'Klallam Days a weekend full of fun for
the whole family!
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Places of Importance
continued from Page 1
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On our "Places of Importance Adventure" we stopped to visit
our "Person of Importance": our dear elder and friend Elaine
Grinnell. We had a great visit as she shared her storytelling talents and knowledge with us and made us feel very welcome and
connected to our Jamestown cousin tribe.

Visiting another "Person of Importance": our elder and friend Jamie Valadez. She shared stories about the creation of important sites and how to identify useful plants found along the way as she guided us on the trail to Marymere Falls.
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Halle Purser
Age 12

Youth were given the opportunity to canoe on Lake Crescent, a first time for many. We even had three try out the
skipper seat! The weather was amazing and the canoe glided
easily for all.

Kanim Natrall
Age 16

Kah-Ty Natrall
Age 13
We also got to spend time swimming, singing around the fire pit, sharing meals, and making memories together. It was a great experience and we are already looking forward to planning future adventures to explore and become more familiar with our S’Klallam
Territory and the vast precious resources and teachings.

For more information on Place of Importance or the opportunities offered through Cultural Resources, please contact Laura
Price at 360-297-6358 or lives@pgst.nsn.us.

PAGE 8

| OCTOBER 2017 |

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS

Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

IMPORTANT REMINDER:
General Council is on
Saturday, October 7

Lunch is at noon in the Tribal Gym. The
meeting session will follow.
Getting as many Tribal members as possible to attend is essential because many
agenda items (such as adoptions into the
Tribe) cannot take place without a quorum.
If you're available, please attend.
Lunch and childcare will be provided. Attendees will have the opportunity to win
door prizes, including drawings for CASH!

Climate Change
Community Event

Climate change is bringing rising seas, more
heat waves, and other changes—potentially
affecting our salmon, shellfish, health, and
culture. But the Tribe is working to study
these new risks and make plans to address
them and stay resilient. The Natural Resources Department invites all community
members to learn about climate change and
help us set priorities to protect our community and our resources. Join us for lunch
or dinner to learn more and share your
thoughts.
Attend this event on October 19 at 12:00
pm or October 19 at 6:00 pm, at the Longhouse. There will be food, drink, and door
prizes!

Winter Assistance for
Tribal Elders

Attention Tribal Elders – The Tribe will
be providing enrolled elders with a Winter
Assistance one-time cash benefit. To be eligible, you must be an enrolled Port Gamble
S’Klallam Tribal member, 55 years or older
as of November 1, 2017.
This benefit is intended to help with housing payment assistance, electricity, propane,
water, repairs, maintenance, and any other
utility need to ensure a comfortable home.
This cash assistance is not taxable, but may
impact benefits you may receive by being
required to claim it as an income. If you
have any questions or have an address
change please notify by October 27, 2017.
• Applications will be mailed and are due
by November 3, 2017
• Checks will be available for pick up in
accounting on November 9, 2017 or
they will be mailed the following Monday.
For more information or questions, contact
Natashe Streun			
Cell: 360-860-2231
Email: tashejoy@pgst.nsn.us
Fax: 360-297-7097

Haunted Heronswood:
Oct. 27-29

Just in time for Halloween, Heronswood
Garden is becoming haunted.
On October 27-29 from 5-8 pm, the botanical garden will be holding its first-ever
Haunted Heronswood. This spook-tacular
three-day event will feature the garden—
for the first time—open at night and decorated for Halloween.
Part of Heronswood's Halloween decorations will include Jack O' Lantern Lane.
Attendees will be able to vote for the best
of the best of the carved pumpkins.
The pumpkin carving contest is open to
kids aged 7-17 and is free to enter with
prizes for different age groups. Children
aged six and under are invited to submit
painted pumpkins, which will be eligible
for raffle prizes.
Tickets for Haunted Heronswood are $10
(adult)/$5 (youth 7-17) for PGST members or Garden members. Non-members
are $15 for adults and $8 for youth.
For more information and to purchase
tickets, visit www.heronswoodgarden.org/
events.
Haunted Heronswood is sponsored by
Associated Petroleum Products and
AHBL.

S.T.E.M Family Night &
4-H Open House

Do you have a young one interested in
S.T.E.M. (Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics)?
On Wednesday, October 25 from 6-7:30
pm, Silver Ridge Elementary is hosting a
S.T.E.M. Family Night with games and fun
around math and science. Their partner in
the event is Kitsap County 4-H, which will
be on hand to teach those who are interested about 4-H and how kids and teens
can get involved.
Silver Ridge Elementary is located at 10622
Hillsboro Dr. NW in Silverdale.

Community Halloween Party!
Friday, October 27 @ 6 pm in the Tribal Gym
Games, Food, Trick or Treating!
Come in costume! Bring the Kids!
We'll see you there...if you dare!
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September Weddings!

Travis and Melia (Beckwith) Moore
September 9, 2017

Alfred and Katie (Sullivan) Arciaga
September 2, 2017

May the Sun bring you energy by the day,
May the Moon softly restore you by night,
May the rain wash away your worries,
May the breeze blow new strength into
your being,
May you walk gently through the world
and know its beauty all the days of your
life.
~Apache wedding blessing

TJ and Carmelita (Purser) Wellman
September 3, 2017

Congratulations to all of
September's happy couples.
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A Happy Birthday to You!

Celebrating your special day in the month of
October!
October 1
Angela Charles
Jaymee Jones
Jeromy Jones

October 11
Austin DeCoteau
Matthew Purser
Jennifer Schneider

October 2
Julia Anderson
James Gresham
Anthony Jones
Jennifer DeCoteau
Kyle Loescher

October 12
Steven Frederick
Stephanie Keys
Wendy Roane

October 3
Lillian Combes
Kyle Jacobs
Alexandra Raphael
Jaxxon Rogers
Ann Beckham
October 4
Eddie Charles
Marie Hebert
Jaleena Woodruff
October 5
Candace Aguayo
Gabriella Doleman
Abraham Jackson
Stephanie Taylor
Ava Williams
October 6
Talisha Affonce-Carter
Donette Fulton
Karleigh Gomez
October 7
Naciya Knight
October 8
Bernett Najera
Leola Purser
Makenzie Wellman
October 9
Ruby Crawford
Janet Reynolds
Joshua Sutherland
Hatsi Trevathan
Alisha Williams
October 10
Yvette Jones
Preston Moran

October 13
Katrina Smart
Trisha Sampson
October 14
Marc Plankenhorn
Kaliya Purser
Kathy Sullivan
Misty Wellman
Kyle Wellman
October 15
Lisa DeCoteau
Donovin Opulencia-Rogers
Elaine Schneider
October 16
Bryce Black
Tia Knepper
Joseph Lund
George Jerry Sparks
Brittney Stephenson
Dawn Stephenson
Jolene George
October 17
Keanei Ashby
Maelynn Ashley
October 19
Eleanor Kryscio
October 20
Juan Hernandez
Hannah Leavitt
October 21
Maylene Adams
Sheila Charles
Armez Jackson
October 22
Zachary Moran
Nevaeh Sullivan
Tyler Hayes

October 23
Brian Fulton
October 24
Cheryl Archambault
Sena Dailey
Anthony Seachord
Avery Ives
October 25
Virginia Bryant
Joel Jones
Brittnay Sanders
October 26
Cynthia Symes
Valorie Bryant
October 27
Cedar Calhoun
Chenoa Jones
Lexus Jones-Hart
Stephen Schneider
Devin Sullivan
October 28
Danette Ives
Delecia Jackson
Victoria Quinney
Michael Stewart
October 29
Miranda Ives
Michelle Jones
Aaron Purser
Ralph Purser
Mila Sullivan
October 31
Dadrian Arciaga
Lance Bjorklund
Krista Hanna
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Treats on Tap at The Point in October
This October, The Point celebrates the autumn season with great
prizes and cash. The Point’s ultimate 12th Fan drawings continue
in October with drawings for Field Seats to Hawks home games.
Drawings are on October 6th and 20th at 9pm. Additional drawings are held at 10pm and 11pm for $750.00.
Also in October, we celebrate Lucky Friday the 13th with our celebratory $13,000 in cash giveaway drawings from 5 to 11pm. A
total of 13 drawings will be held each for $1,000!
Getting in the spirit of the season, don’t miss our Slotoberfest
Slot Tournaments on Tuesdays in October. Tournaments are at
7pm every Tuesday with $500 in prize money. Players can also
compete for $2,000 in monthly prizes by playing every week!

Page – the ultimate tribute to Bob Seger and The Silver Bullet
Band. The show is Saturday, October 7th at 8pm. Tickets are $10
advance and $15 day of show.
Don’t miss our Halloween Weekend Festivities the last weekend
in October. On Friday, October 27, we’ll host Electric 87 – The
Greatest Hits of the Cult. Tickets are $10 advance and $15 day
of show. On Saturday, October 28th our annual Halloween Party
will take place at 9pm. The party offers up $4,000 in prize money
in our Costume Contest along with dancing to the popular band
–Notorious 253.
Also, in October catch the Hawks games in The Boom Room
lounge. Enjoy a game day buffet for $8 and beverage specials. The
live music schedule includes:
• October 6: Knucklehead
• October 14: Radioactive
• October 20: Nothin’ Street.

The Point’s $25,000 Pro football Pick 'Em continues in October.
Guests can try their luck at picking the winners weekly in the
football season. The weekly prize is $1,000 to the winner. A total
Also, in the Boom Room, don’t miss UFC 216 on Saturday, Octoof $8,000 is offered up at the end of season to the winners with
ber 6th at 7pm.
the most points.
Also don’t miss live entertainment in October with Turn The

CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
by Tomi Whalen, Branch Manager, Little Boston Library
COMMUNITY NEWS — In the latest

Kitsap Regional Library publication,
Inspire, there is news about a
library levy that will appear on the
November ballot. The increase is
to keep up with inflation, not for
building any facilities. Let us know
if you have any questions.
This month, Port Gamble S’Klallam
Tribe and Kitsap Regional Library
are partnering again to present
a new workshop on historical
photographs. On Thursday, October
26, from 5-6:30 p.m. Librarians
from Washington State Library will
share techniques on digitizing old
photographs. Register by calling or
visiting us. Our classes this month
include:
• Family Storytime: October
3, 10, 17, 24, and 31, 10:3011:00 am. Early literacy
learning fun! Lots of full body
movement, songs, stories, and
rhymes designed to build letter
knowledge, vocabulary, and
narrative skills.
• Book Group: October 4, 1:002:00 pm. H is for Hawk by Helen
MacDonald.

• Crafternoon: October 4, 11,
18, and 25, 2:30-3:30 pm. Bring
your craft projects and discover
our extensive craft book
collection. All skill levels and
interests are welcome.
• Photo Digitization Workshop:
October 26, 5:00-6:30 pm.
Evan Robb, Digital Repository
Librarian, and Nikki Chiampa,
Digital Projects Librarian of the
Washington State Library will
teach workshop attendees how
to digitize their precious photos.
This workshop will include
plenty of hands-on time with the
scanner.
• Family STEM: October 27,
1-2:30 pm. Families can explore
a different Science, Technology,
Engineering, and Math (STEM)
topic each month with hands-on
activities.

Kitsap Regional Library will
be closed October 5, 2017,
for Staff Training.
For updated program
information, check our
website krl.org or call us at
360-297-2670.
See you at the library!
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They did the mash. They did the monster mash. The monster mash.
It was a graveyard smash. They did the mash. It caught on in a flash.
They did the mash. They did the monster mash.
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TIDE TABLES FOR PORT GAMBLE, WASHINGTON
OCTOBER 2017

