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Back-to-School During a Pandemic:

PGST Education Department Provides Resources to Help Students

It’s back-to-school time, but this is
unlike any year before: starting school
during a COVID-19 pandemic.
All across Kitsap County (and much
of the state), school is starting online exclusively. For at least the first
nine weeks of the school year, kids in
Kitsap County will begin their 20202021 education remotely. School
districts are continuing to assess case
numbers within the community to
make the best decisions to protect
kids, teachers, and their families.
While starting school remotely makes
sense given the threat posed by the
active pandemic, it creates hardships
for parents, caregivers, and students,
alike. How do you make sure kids get
what they need to succeed this school
year? PGST’s Education Department
is here to help.

cludes remote/homeschool support
for our students/families. Each family will receive a laptop computer, and
families with 3+ K-12 students will receive a second device—an iPad. Each
student will receive school supplies
and a crate (instead of a backpack)
for keeping students’ school work organized at home. In order to receive
supplies, we must have a release form
on file along with our annual updated information sheet completed. This
form is available on the Career and
Education page of the PGST website.
There are criteria to meet the qualifiFollowing please find a message from cations for this program. Please conthe Career and Education Depart- tact Bethany or Kari to find out if you
ment, including programs and re- are eligible.
sources available to support families:
See the Community Memo and
Fall is approaching! Fishing, canning Career and Education page on the
and smoking fish, hopefully, a lot of PGST Tribal website for the latest inwood cutting, and, of course, head- formation. If you are registered, you
ing back to school! This is a very ac- should be getting updates from your
tive time for our Tribe. Preparing for Academic Coach Team through your
school this year has been a different email and messages.
experience. Having so many unanswered questions, we were challenged Education Center: In addition to adto be creative in our planning. It is an justed school supplies to meet remote/
honor to work for a Tribe that truly homeschool needs, PGST is setting up
backs up the importance of Educa- two Modular Education Centers for
tion and a team that is dedicated to additional academic assistance during
the Remote/On-line only school seasee visions of opportunity happen.
son.
K-12 Back To School: Before NKSD
announced that the first 9 weeks of
~Back-to-School.
school will be remote, PGST began
Continued on page 6
diligently working on a plan that in-

PAGE 2

| SEPTEMBER 2020 |

PORT GAMBLE S’KLALLAM TRIBAL NEWS

PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Jamie Aikman, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Betty Decoteau, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• Audrey Gugel, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Chris Placentia, Chief Executive
Office, Noo-Kayet

• Craig Dougall, Port Gamble
S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Wright, Administrative Director
of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Sharon Purser at sharonp@pgst.nsn.us or Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Betty DeCoteau to Retire:
PGST Announces Plans to Recruit New CFO
In 1975—as the
Port Gamble S’Klallam
government
and Tribal Center
were starting to
take
shape—Betty DeCoteau, just
16, was ready to
begin working for
her Tribe. One of
her first jobs was
assisting the administrative director in
creating the Tribe’s accounting processes. She would go
on to help establish the Accounting Department, among
many other important accomplishments.
From her first days, Betty has been an invaluable part of
the Tribe’s development. She was integral in the establishment of efficient and robust financial protocols and
internal controls that allow our Tribe to operate as it does
today, employing hundreds of people for the betterment
of the community.
In 2010, Betty was appointed as the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe’s first Chief Financial Officer (CFO), becom-

ing an essential leader during a time of tremendous growth
and prosperity. Without her hard work and dedication, we
would not be in the strong position we’re in today.
So, it is with much sadness that we announce Betty’s pending retirement. While she can never be replaced, we are
beginning the search for a new CFO to help us implement
our Tribe’s long-term plans.
As Betty begins a transition to a new chapter in her life,
she will move into a new temporary position as Comptroller, where her expertise will be instrumental throughout
the recruitment process. She has also generously agreed
to work with the new eventual CFO, during their first
months, to ensure a seamless transition. It is essential that
Betty’s institutional knowledge isn’t lost as the new CFO
lays out a path for the future.
Tribal Council extends their profound gratitude for Betty’s
dedication and financial leadership over the years. They
wish her the best for a happy and healthy retirement where
she’ll have more time to spend with treasured family and
friends, while pursuing her personal passions: studying
traditional plants and jewelry making.
Thank you, Betty, for all your hard work!

Important Phone Numbers and Contact Guidelines
General Inquiries:
360-297-2646
Elders Liaison:
Alena George at 360-337-9935 or 360-2979689
Elders should not be leaving their homes or
going into public at all. Please call Alena for
any needs.
Medical Clinic:
360-297-2840 (M-F, 8 am-4:30 pm)
360-200-1386 (after hours and on weekends)
Please call before coming to the Clinic for any
need.

Dental Clinic:
Open for emergencies only.
Call Emergency Operations.
Wellness Clinic:
360-297-6326
Running on limited staff during regular business
hours. Please leave a voicemail and someone
will get back to you. The Food Bank is also
open.
Natural Resources:
360-516-3206
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PGST Reopens Tribal Center to All Staff;
Leadership Stresses the Importance of Basic Health Practices
In early August, PGS Tribal Government made the decision to
send all its employees back home. This was driven by two cases
connected to the same source, also known as an “outbreak”.
With no further connected cases, the Tribe welcomed all staff
back to work on September 2.
While the Tribal Center was closed, there was one positive case
stemming from a health services staffer who had been on “work
from home” status since early August. This employee had minimal contact with others and did not live on the reservation. The
situation illustrates why PGST is continuing to test staff every
two weeks and ask that they stay home as much as possible in
their off time.
The virus is still very active and has the potential to get much
worse into the fall, potentially compounded by cold and flu season. COVID-19 can be contracted even with minimal contact
with an infected person.

It is essential that EVERYONE continue to be diligent in the
fight against COVID-19 by:
• Staying home as much as possible.
• When you must meet with those outside your household,
keep group sizes small. Five or less is ideal and recommended.
• Maintaining 6-feet of distance between yourself and others.
• Wearing a mask when out in public. This include inside
any Tribal offices.
• Restricting any and all travel. If at all possible, do not travel
outside of Kitsap County.
• Washing hands or using hand sanitizer frequently.
These restrictions are difficult. Tribal leadership understands
this. At the same time that they have been doing everything
they can to protect the community, they have fielded a number of travel requests and have heard stories of large gatherings.
These activities impact everyone in and connected to the PGST
community. Tribal leadership asks everyone to do their part.

PGST Housing Authority Awarded
Funding for Warrior Ridge Project
Port Gamble S’Klallam’s Housing Authority has
received funding through the Washington State Finance Commission. This money will be used to build
a 30-unit residential complex adjacent to the reservation at Warrior Ridge, opposite and west of Gliding
Eagle Marketplace.
The project—which is expected to cost approximately
$5 million—will include seven cottages, eight duplex
units, 15 apartments, and a community center. The
cottages and duplex units will be reserved for Tribal Elders; the apartments are slated as transitional
housing.
A virtual ground blessing will be held on September
10 with construction expected to begin immediately
thereafter.
The Warrior Ridge project is expected to be completed within 18 months. During construction, the
Housing Authority will begin educating, qualifying,
and selecting tenants.
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Back-to-School
Continued from Front Page
We plan to provide on-site teachers and coaches to assist
with assignment completion and tutoring. Our goal is
that every student leave encouraged, equipped to continue working at home and have completed school assignments. At this time, the projected opening will be in October. Continue to check PGST Memo, website, Career
and Education page, and PGST’s Facebook for updates.

programs call or email: Sasheen DeCoteau, Higher Education Program Advisor, sasheen@pgst.nsn.us, cell (360)
362-9587.
Career Support Services/Successful S’Klallam Futures:
If you are looking to find a job or advance in your current
one, or want to plan out your career, the Career Resource
Center offers assistance in the following areas:
• Successful S’Klallam Futures – Individualized MultiStep Career Mapping Program
• Career Assessments
• Resume Program
• Cover Letter Programs
• Interview Assistance
• Application Assistance
• License Fee and Badge Assistance
• New Job Clothing Vouchers
• Job Required Tools or Other Assistance
• Ferry/Bus Ticket Assistance
• Summer Youth – Career Readiness Program (Ages
14-18)

On-Line Work Groups/Individual Tutorial Sessions:
Join a work group on-line with your Academic Coach and
other students for work completion and study sessions.
For more information, contact an Academic Coach.
Stormy Sullivan, Wolfle Academic Coach
stormys@pgst.nsn.us
Norman Ingraham, Wolfle Academic Coach
normani@pgst.nsn.us
Tash Williams, KMS Academic Coach
twilliams@pgst.nsn.us
Bryce DeCoteau, KHS Academic Coach
If you need support or have questions, e-mail: Eva Jones,
brycedc@pgst.nsn.us
Career and Education Coordinator, eva@pgst.nsn.us. Or
Bethany Swift, Academic Coach Coordinator
call (360) 297-6316.
bswift@pgst.nsn.us

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Teachers Needed:
If you have considered or already know that your career
path leads you to be a teacher and you are enrolled Port
Gamble S’Klallam, please call or email Kari DeCoteau at
your soonest available time. There is a need for Native
Staying Connected with your School: It is important to American Teachers. If you are interested specifically in bewatch your email and messages from your student’s school coming a S’Klallam Language Teacher in our K-12 public
daily. We also recommend you visit your student’s school schools, call right away.
website often for updates. If you haven’t already, check out
the NKSD website, “Return to Learn Planning Guide.” If you have any other Department questions, please conThere you will find information on the latest news, hybrid tact Kari DeCoteau, email kdecoteau@pgst.nsn.us or call
in-person learning, online academy “NKOA”, Family and (360)297-6323.
Student E-Learning Guide, technology, meal programs,
athletics, activities, and more.
High School Education Clinic: If you need high school
credit retrieval, approved original credit courses, or additional high school academic support, contact Dr. Juanita
Holtyn, Education Clinic Teacher, jholtyn@pgst.nsn.us.

Find NKSD’s Return to Learn Planning Guide at http://
www.nkschools.org/news/what_s_new/return_to_learn_
planning_guide.
Higher Education Information: Considering College?
Trade School/Licensing/Certification Programs? If you
need college and scholarship application support or have
questions about going to college and/or trade school/

Please see pages 8 & 9 for sample remote learning school samples. This will help with planning.
Please note your school will provide a final schedule.
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

There’s Still Time:
Census 2020

As part of its Nonresponse Follow-up Operation, the U.S. Census
Bureau is visiting every household
that has not already responded to
the 2020 Census to ensure a complete and accurate count.
Census takers will visit non-responding households through October.
If no one is home, they will leave a
notice with information about how
to respond online or by phone. As
necessary, they will make additional
on-site visits.
Census takers will social distance,
wear masks, and follow all other
state safety mandates.
If you haven’t yet responded to the
census, you can do so now online.
It’s easy and only takes a few minutes. Go to www.my2020census.
gov.

Make Sure You’re
Registered to Vote!

This November, it’s important that
you vote, but are you registered?
The Washington Democratic Party’s Tribal Organizing Committee is
making it easy to check your registration. Simply go to www.wa-democrats.org/tribalorganizing to put in
your name and it’ll check your registration status in Washington state.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe Recognized for Highest Census Self-Reporting in Washington State!
The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe has been recognized by the Na’ah Illahee Fund for achieving
the best self-reporting of
any Tribe in Washington
State to the federal census.
The PGST managed to
achieve an outstanding
78.8% reporting, edging out Sauk-Suiattle
Upper Skagit (77.8%),
(73.9%),
Puyallup
(72.8%), and Suquamish (66.5%).
To recognize this achievement, the Tribe has been
awarded $25,000. In
addition, this response
will ensure an accurate
picture about the demographics of PGST over
the next decade.
Upper Skagit Tribe was
also recognized for having the highest self-response increase since
June 15. They will receive $10,000.
Na’ah Illahee Fund is
planning a celebration
for winners on September 25. At this event, they will announce the tribe with the
best overall Census engagement. That Tribe will win $5,000.
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...to
September 1
Raven Harvey
Dakota Ives
Melissa McMillan
September 2
Leon Black
Savannah Fulton
Averee Veregge
September 3
Taylor Buckman
Joseph Laducer
September 4
Cynthia Jackson
Brandon Phillips
Melvin ‘Poe’ Sullivan
September 5
Sonya Buckman
Marion Ives
Peter Jackson
Nizhoni Price
Tasheena Stultz
September 6
Brandon Nystrom
Bryce Sheehy
John Townsend Jr
September 7
Elijah DeCoteau
Joseph Gamble
Bradley Guenthner
Charles Jacobs
Issac Purser
Ronald Whisler
September 8
Mary Beth Hanna
Daniel Swift
Cecillia Tom
Jennifer Tom
Harmony Tyson
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Happy Birthday!

everyone celebrating in SEPTEMBER
September 9
Mose Ives
Kevin Jones
Dawnita Lund
Cathrine Meyer
Donald Meyer
Louis Moran
Ronald Murphy
George Sparks
Bernard Tom
September 10
Thomas Charles
Daniel DeCoteau Jr.
Donna Fulton
Chad Reynolds
Michael Sullivan
September 11
Issaquah DeCoteau
Juanita Holtyn
Joseph Laroche
Irene Purser
Malissa Purser
Andy Sullivan
September 12
Erica Hankin
Gary Wellman II
September 13
Austin Ashworth
Natalie Hall
Kara Horton
Aaron Morrison
Jerry Murphy
Stanton Purser Jr
Caroline Redbird
Chelsey Stewart
September 14
Braiden Adams
Gabrielle Bowling
Jacob Toney

September 15
Rachelle Beals
Sasheen DeCoteau
Dawn Halsey
Darcie Efferson
Jade-Cree Ives
Mike Jones III

September 22
Angel Hayes
Laura James
Samantha McBride
Brenda Smith
Ryan Sullivan
Harley Trevathan

September 16
Vicente Alarcon
Stacey Hommel
Genovese Russell
Shelaina Webster
Hailey Woodruff

September 24
Cody Melton
Corey Sullivan
Brandy Woodruff

September 17
Duane Aikman
Wayne Harvey DeCoteau
Adriana Fulton
Charlene Ives
Ronald Miguel III

September 25
Sandraya Hardman
Christian Tom
September 26
Rebecca George
Tanya Ives
Amber Seachord

September 18
Carolyn Charles
Drea Fulton
Tyler Romero
Angela Wan

September 27
Joseph Carlos Jr
Damon Melton
Santana Nilluka
Izaiah Reynolds

September 19
Velena Brown
Victor Tom III

September 28
Michael Armantrout
Braylon Cole
Kenneth Stark
Carmen George
Vincent Nabors

September 20
Donovan Ashworth
Edwinna Bonds
Leiani Donaldson
Martha Hernandez
Kasey Jacobsen
Kamaili Price-Sullivan
Roger Sullivan
September 21
Victoria Bowling
Noah Naclerio
Chris Tom

September 29
Rachel Black
Daniel Kryscio

September 30
Steven Black
Casey Jones
Cali Laducer
Rocklyn Wellman Jr
Teri Zent
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — Kitsap Regional Library
is still in the middle of its phased reopening
plan. In Kitsap County’s Phase 2, buildings
are not allowed to be open to the public, but
the Library now offers curbside returns and
holds pickup.

your hold is not clained within two weeks, it
will be returned to the shelf.

When can I pick up my holds?
Curbside holds pickup are available at all
of our Library locations. To use this service,
place a hold from the catalog online as normal.
When your holds arrive in the location you
have selected you will be notified via email,
phone, text, or mail. Go to www.reserve.krl.
org/appointments to make a curbside pick up
appointment.

How is the Library keeping staff and community safe?
In compliance with state guidelines, all staff
and patrons are required to wear face covers.
In addition, cleaning has been increased and
staff members are provided cleaning supplies
to regularly clean workspaces. A physical
distance of six-feet is maintained at all times
between staff and customers.

On the day of your appointment, your holds
will be checked out to you. When you arrive at
the Library, follow the prompts in the parking
area for the next steps to claim your holds. If
more items arrive before your appointment,
you will receive additional notice(s). You will
be able to pick up all of your available holds
at the same time.
When can I return my library books?
Book drops are open! If you visit a branch to
make a return during staffed hours, please
stay in your vehicle and branch staff will come
to you. Returned items may not be reflected
on your account for 4-5 working days, as all
materials are quarantined for 96 hours.
What if I miss my appointment?
No problem. We will connect to reschedule. If

When are my items due?
Physical items checked out on or after June
29 relfect normal due dates.

Are you taking book donations?
We are not able to accept donations at Kitsap
Regional Library locations at this time. We
appreciate your support and patience during
this difficult time.

For updated COVID-19 information,
check our website krl.org or call
us at 360-297-2670.

Stay safe and we hope
to see you soon at the
library!
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