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New PGST Health Center Opens
Celebrations included community event, a visit by Governor
Jay Inslee, and PGST Health Director Jolene Sullivan being
named “Washingtonian of the Day”
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PGST Issues
Vaccine Mandate
for All Employees

Staff working for any PGST entity must show proof of vaccination by November 1
On Monday, August 23, PGS
Tribal Council approved a vaccine
mandate for all employees. This includes any staff member working
for Tribal government, Noo-Kayet
Investments, The Point Casino &
Hotel, Heronswood®, and related
entities. Proof of vaccination must
be provided by November 1, 2021.

Washington Governor Jay Inslee greets PGST Health Director Jolene Sullivan, along
with Chairman Jeromy Sullivan and Kara Horton-Wright, PGST Administrative Director, at the community grand opening event for the new Health Center

Over the course of two days—August
6 & 7—the PGST community, tribal
leaders, members of the medical community, and other dignitaries, came
out to celebrate an event years in the
making: the opening of PGST’s brand
new Health Center.
The festivities began on August 6 with
a community event that included a
guest appearance by Washington Governor Jay Inslee. During his remarks to
the group, he spoke of the important
steps the Tribe has taken to take care
of its own people. He then recognized
PGST Health Director Jolene Sullivan
by naming her “Washingtonian of the

Day”, a power the Governor has to
recognize one exceptional person each
day.
After remarks by the Governor, PGST
Chairman Jeromy Sullivan, and Jolene
Sullivan, as well as a blessing by Pastor Kari DeCoteau and songs by the
S’Klallam Singers, it was time for tours
of the new building. Community lined
up to get a glimpse of the new building, but before going in, everyone was
given a commemorative gift bag that
included items from the event’s sponsors.
~Health Center,
continued on Page 6

In a video statement announcing
the decision, Chairman Jeromy
Sullivan said, “Given the ongoing
nature of this pandemic, we are taking this step to continue to ensure
our community and work force remains strong and healthy.”
Chairman Sullivan also spoke of
his own recent experience with
COVID-19. In July, he became a
“breakthrough case”; that is someone who catches COVID even
though they are fully vaccinated.
He credited the vaccine with mild
symptoms during his illness—”not
much worse than suffering through
a bad head cold”—and with keeping his wife healthy.
~Vaccine Mandate,
continued on Page 4
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PGST Vision Statement

Our vision is to achieve the full potential of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal sovereign nation to be selfsufficient, proud, strong, healthy, educated and respected.

PGST Mission Statement

The mission of the Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe is to exercise sovereignty and ensure self-determination and
self-sufficiency through visionary leadership. We will ensure the health, welfare and economic success of a
vibrant community through education, economic development, preservation and protection of the rich culture,
traditions, language, homelands, and natural resources of our Tribe.

Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe
31912 Little Boston Road NE
Kingston, WA 98346

Telephone: 360-297-2646
Fax: 360-297-7097

Website: www.pgst.nsn.us
Email: info@pgst.nsn.us

Tribal Council
Jeromy Sullivan, Chairman
Chris Tom, Vice Chairman

Renee Veregge, Councilman

Matt Ives, Councilman

Amber Caldera, Councilman

Donovan Ashworth, Councilman

Entity Directors
• Kelly Sullivan, Executive Director
• Greg Trueb, CFO

• Sam Cocharo, General Manager,
The Point Casino

• N/A, Administrative Director
of Tribal Government

• Nic'cola Armstrong, Executive
Director, Tribal Gaming Agency

• Troy Clay, Chief Executive Officer,
Noo-Kayet

• Kara Horton-Wright, Interim Port
Gamble S'Klallam Housing Authority
Executive Director

• Kara Horton-Wright, Administrative
Director of Tribal Services

• Joan Garrow, PGS Foundation
Executive Director

This newsletter is a product of the Port Gamble S'Klallam Tribe.
For advertising inquiries or to submit items for publication,
please contact Ginger Vaughan at ginger@quinnbrein.com.
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Vaccine Mandate

Continued from Page 1

In his video statement, Chairman Sullivan also recognized
those who are vaccine hesitant: “To the unvaccinated, I want
to say: Your concerns are valid. You also owe it to yourself
to discuss them with people who understand the science.
Please contact our Community Health Center and talk to
their staff. They will answer any questions you might have
without judgement. Please trust our professionals. They haven’t let us down throughout this pandemic.”
Drs. Scott Lindquist and Luke McDaniel have been informing Tribal Council and Emergency Response leadership throughout the pandemic. They have been consulted
on every decision and Tribal leadership has relied on their
expertise in determining the best path forward to take care
of staff and the community.
In a video released early in 2021 discussing the vaccines, Dr.
Lindquist—who also works for the Washington State Department of Health and helps to inform state leaders on how
to navigate the pandemic—talked of a “new normal.” Even
though the vaccine held promise in being a great tool to
fight the virus, he stressed that because of variants, vaccine
hesitancy, and other varibles, we would collectively enter a
period where lockdowns wouldn’t necessarily be required,
but we would all need to continue to mask, social distance
to some degree, and continue to be diligent about personal
hygiene, like frequent hand washing.
“(Dr. Lindquist) was clear that—even with the protections
the vaccine provided—COVID-19 wouldn’t suddenly disappear. We would have to find ways to live with it, while
doing everything within our power to protect our community,” said Chairman Sullivan.
The mandate is just the latest protocol the Tribe has adopted
to protect staff and the community. In mid-August, after
an uptick in cases on the reservation and throughout Kitsap County, weekly staff testing, independent of vaccination
status, was reinstituted, as was a masking requirement anywhere on Tribal campus. In late August, Governor Jay Inslee
reinstated a statewide mask mandate.
Chairman Sullivan ended his remarks by expressing gratitude to the community and PGST staff for everything they
have done to keep people safe and healthy throughout the
pandemic. He also strongly encouraged people to use the
tools available to continue to keep the worst of this deadly

disease at bay, including getting vaccinated.
“We are in a new phase of this pandemic, but still in a pandemic all the same,” said Chairman Sullivan. “Navigating
this ‘new normal’ means utilizing the tools we know work
to continue to achieve our highest priority: protecting the
Tribal community from this deadly disease. I thank everyone who is doing their part.”
The PGST Health Center has re-established a weekly vaccination clinic. Open every Tuesday, appointments can be
made online at https://bookpgst.timetap.com.
Vaccines are also readily available everywhere with a pharmacy, including all locations of Safeway, Costco, Walmart,
Rite-Aid, and CVS.
The COVID-19 vaccine is provided everywhere free of
charge.
While no vaccine is 100% effective, the Pfizer and Moderna
COVID-19 vaccines have proven to be good at preventing
the worst outcomes of the disease, namely hospitalization
and death.
The majority of illnesses are also in the unvaccinated: according to an August 18 report from the Washington State
Department of Health, of the 7,483 cases of COVID reported among those aged 18-34 from February through July
2021, only 4% were in fully vaccinated individuals. For ages
35-49, only 6.3% were breakthrough cases.
While both two-dose vaccines have been authorized for
emergency approval since late 2020, the Pfizer vaccine received full FDA approval on August 23. Pfizer is also approved for use in youth aged 12+.
PGST staff must show proof of full vaccination by November 1, 2021 in order to be in compliance with the mandate.
Those with questions or concerns about the mandate are encouraged to speak with their supervisor or HR.
The vaccine hesitant are invited to discuss their concerns
with medical professionals at the Health Center by calling
360-297-2840.
Chairman Sullivan’s full video statement and the latest information and protocols related to COVID-19 can be found
on the Tribe’s website at www.pgst.nsn.us/covid-19.
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Frequently Asked Questions:
PGST’s Response to COVID-19 in 2021
What is PGST doing to keep its community and staff safe from COVID-19 in 2021?

PGST has always relied on the advice of health care professionals when making decisions
throughout this pandemic. This includes Health Services Director Jolene Sullivan, as well as
long-time Community Health Center physicians Dr. Scott Lindquist and Dr. Luke McDaniel.
The Tribe has implemented a three-prong strategy to fight the current phase of COVID-19:
• Masking. No matter an individual’s vaccination status, masks or other face coverings that
cover the nose and mouth are required everywhere on Tribal campus. This includes indoor
and outdoor locations.
• Testing. As of August 13, 2021, all employees are being tested once a week. This includes
government, business, and Foundation employees and is independent of vaccination status.
• Vaccines. On August 23, Tribal Council approved a vaccine mandate for all staff. This includes government, business, and Foundation employees, who must show proof of full vaccination by November 1, 2021.
Non-staff PGST community members aged 12+ are strongly encouraged to get vaccinated as
soon as possible.

Why has PGST issued a COVID-19 vaccine mandate for staff?

The ongoing emergency of COVID presents new challenges necessitating more stringent efforts,
including a requirement for immunization. The science has proven that vaccines are one of the
best tools available to contain the virus. Both the Moderna and Pfizer vaccines have been proven to be safe and effective.
If you are a PGST government, business, or Foundation employee and have questions about the
mandate, please talk to your supervisor and Human Resources.

Are there other protocols that the Tribe has put in place?

Yes. You can find the current COVID-19 safety protocols at www.pgst.nsn.us/covid-19.

What can I do to keep myself and my community safe?

Follow the Tribe’s protocols and their COVID-19 strategy:
• Mask up whenever you’re in public, especially in crowds or around people who might be
unvaccinated.
• Get tested for COVID-19 if you have symptoms that include headache, body aches, cough,
congestion, fever, sore throat, and loss of taste or smell, among others.
• Get vaccinated. If you have concerns about the vaccine, contact the PGST Community
Health Center at 360-297-2840.

For the latest news on protocols, outbreak alerts, an FAQ on vaccines, helpful
links, and more related to COVID-19, please visit www.pgst.nsn.us/covid-19.
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Continued from page 1

The first floor accommodates primary
care, behavioral health, and limited urgent
care with 10 exam rooms and 11 consultation rooms, including those for bariatric
patients. Also on the first floor are dental
services with a six-station open operatory,
a private operatory, consultation room,
and provider offices. The Health Center
also provides for on-site sterilization and
limited lab work.

Governor Inslee is greeted by Dinae Sullivan, 15, who used her communications
devise to deliver a welcome message specifically for the Governor’s delegation

Also in attendance at Friday’s event were Washington State
Representative Tara Simmons and Emily Randall, Washington State Senator for the 26th district.
On Saturday, the Tribe welcomed medical providers and tribal leaders from all across the Pacific Northwest to a grand
opening event that included a sit-down luncheon in the
Longhouse. For many of those in attendance, it was their first
opportunity to see the new Health Center in person and most
were taking note of the intentional design features and patient accomodations for their own clinics.
With the opening of the Health Center, PGST is now able
to provide medical, dental, and mental health care under one
roof. The two-story, 22,500-square foot facility will also offer
wraparound services, including in-home nursing care, health
advocacy, addiction treatment, and more.
“Our new Health Center provides convenient access to multiple providers under one roof, which takes away, what is for
some in our community, a significant barrier to care, whether for themselves or family members,” said Jolene Sullivan,
PGST’s Health Services Director.
One of the goals for the new Health Center is to house as
many state-of-the-art services and professional healthcare
providers as possible under one roof, while reflecting the culture and values of the PGST community.

The main lobby on the first floor features
a two-story atrium with a fireplace, children’s play area, and café that opens into
an expansive, landscaped courtyard. Also
in the lobby area are two large art pieces
from Port Gamble S’Klallam master carver Joe Ives, Sr. These include Whale Rider,
a large installation hanging above the in-

terior entrance depicting a person riding on the back of
an orca; and an ornate, decorative mask watching over the
doors to the courtyard.
The second floor includes a large community kitchen, two
group rooms, administrative offices, community outreach
services, and a staff lounge.
On the west side of the upper floor, the Rose Purser Executive Conference Room overlooks Nookayet, the bay
connecting the reservation to the Tribe’s ancestral home at
Port Gamble. With access to an outdoor deck, this meeting space is intended to accommodate a variety of internal
and community gatherings.
In addition to Rose Purser, several PGST elders are memorialized with names attached to community gathering areas throughout the building. Those honored include Carol
DeCoteau, Dorothy (Day) George, and Irene (Jackson)
Purser, who were some of the very first community health
representatives and life-long caregivers of the community.
Sustainable materials, equipment, and practices were utilized in the building’s design and construction and the
Tribe expects to receive LEED certification.
The new Health Center was built adjacent to the old
health clinic, which has now been converted into a fitness
center with a full gym and access to wellness services, such
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as massage therapy and acupuncture.
While the PGST Health Center will only serve
the tribal community on a regular basis, it has
received designation to serve as an emergency
facility as needed for neighbors in North Kitsap in the case of a catastrophic event, like an
earthquake.
“Currently, with the nearest hospital in Silverdale, North Kitsap residents don’t have access
to a facility that can respond to a major emergency. We hope there isn’t ever a need, but in an
event like this, we’ll be ready to open our doors
and attend to whomever needs assistance,” said
Sullivan.
The PGST Health Center will provide the best
options for modern healthcare and also be informed by traditional S’Klallam culture, which
dates back at least 1,000 years in the area. Care
options will include the nature- and plant-based
traditions and medicines that PGST members
have been using for generations. The Center
will also eventually house an outdoor garden
devoted to cultivating the botanicals used in
S’Klallam teas, salves, and foods.
“While health and healing has always been important to S’Klallam culture, this community
has a relatively new relationship with modern
medicine. For generations, even into the 1970s
and 80s, options were limited because of lack
of transportation off reservation and the few
providers who Tribal members felt comfortable
entrusting their care to,” said Sullivan.
The Health Center is open Monday thru Friday,
8:30 am to 4:30 pm. Contact them at 360-2972840.
The Health Center would like to thank all the
partners and sponsors who made the Grand
Opening celebrations possible, includingTitle sponsor MultiCare, as well as Virginia
Mason Franciscan Health, Arcora Foundation, Korsmo Construction, Seattle Cancer
Care Alliance, Kitsap County Medical Society, Kitsap Physical Therapy, Midmark, and
Molina Healthcare.

Images from the Celebrations (from top):
Health Director Jolene Sullivan is gifted a blanket from the Confederated Tribes of the Umatilla Reservation; Jolene and Planning Director
Joe Sparr, who collaborated closely on the Health Center project; Joe
Price and Donna Jones prepare to welcome visitors with a song
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Around The Rez

Opportunities and announcements for the S'Klallam Community

Been Exposed to
COVID? Please Isolate as Instructed

When you receive a letter from our
Health Center contact tracers saying
you’ve been exposed to COVID, please
follow the provided instructions on
isolation and testing.
Each patient is assessed individually and
given letters tailored for their specific
situation. These may differ slightly fron
patient to patient depending on the
situation. Isolation recommendations
are based on symptom onset for 10 days.
Quarantine is based on last exposure for
10 days.
If you believe you have been in direct
contact with someone who has tested
positive for COVID or are sick with flu
or cold-like symptoms, please get tested
at the Health Center Monday thru
Friday, 8:30 am to 4:30 pm. If you have
any personal medical questions regarding COVID, the vaccine, or related
topics, please contact the Health Clinic
at 360-297-2840.

Update Your Address
with Tribal Enrollment

It is important that the Tribal Enrollment Office has your current address
on file. Find more information on how
to change or update your address on
the Tribe’s website at www.pgst.nsn.us/
government/enrollment. Fill out the
form on your computer and email it in

as instructed. Please contact Carilla Sims
at 360-297-6217 or via email at cthevathen@pgst.nsn.us with any questions.

New Health Center
Now Open!

After over a year of construction (that
continued during the pandemic), the
new integrated Health Center opened
its doors to the PGST community on
Monday, August 9.

The 22,500-square-foot space is two
stories and includes space for medical,
dental, and mental health care all under
one roof. It also provides space for community gatherings.

Remember: Masks
Required on Tribal
Campus

With a rise in positive COVID cases,
PGST leadership has reinstituted a mask
mandate for all Tribal Government
offices, including the Tribal Center, all
department buildings, the Foundation,
and Tribal Gaming. This went into
effect on Monday, August 2 and will
continue indefinitely.
The vaccine is still highly recommended
and is the best protection from infection
and, in rare breakthrough cases, developing the worst symptoms, including those
resulting in hospitalization or death.
Health staff are telling us that, of the
current cases, vaccinated people have far
fewer symptoms than those who are not.

Submitting Requests
to Tribal Council

Tribal Council meetings are held on the
second and fourth Mondays of each
month. If you would like to submit
an agenda request for Tribal Council
to consider or would like information
on how to attend meetings via Zoom,
please contact Katie Sullivan at 360-2976220 or via email at ksullivan@pgst.nsn.
us.

Get Help with Excess
Garbage

With the pandemic, people are spending more time at home resulting in an
overabundance of household garbage.
With this in mind, the Tribe is offering
support to families who need assistance
in removing excessive household garbage
accumulating during and as a result of
the COVID-19 pandemic.
The Landfill Assistance Policy provides
vouchers to Tribal households willing
to access and use the approved Kitsap
County transfer station when Tribal designates times for voucher distribution.
Every household with at least one
enrolled PGST member living in the
house at least 50% of the time from July
1, 2020 to present is eligible to apply.
Households outside Kitsap County may
also apply, but must use the approved
transfer stations within Kitsap.
For more information or to apply for
assistance, please visit the Tribe’s website
at www.pgst.nsn.us.
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Events @ Heronswood

The Traveler’s Garden: Australia
with Rachel Butler

The state of Western Australia has many fascinating landscapes, but none more outstanding than
the Pibara. Join Australian botanist Rachel Butler
as she guides you through her favorite part of her
home state.
12 - 1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

Bats, Bugs, and Beasts in the Halloween Garden
with Dr. Patrick McMillan

Bats and spiders may give you the creeps, but
they are invaluable assets in the garden. Join
wildlife expert Dr. ‘Batrick’ McMillan as he reveals
those creatues that go bump in the night.
12 - 1:30 pm Zoom Lunchtime Lecture
Pricing for PGST community: $15

Basic Botany for Gardeners
with Dr. Ross Bayton

Join botanist Dr. Ross Bayton as he provides a
basic botany primer for anyone who’s interested
in plants. If you’re a gardener, then this information is crucial when pruning, propagating, or
planting.
10 am-1 pm in-garden class
Pricing for PGST community: $35
Social distancing and masks are required. Class
may be rescheuled in event of poor weather.

Best Mahonias for the PNW
with Dr. Ross Bayton

The Oregon grape genus Mahonia is chock full
of excellent garden plants. Easy to grow, they
require minimal maintenance and often thrive in
dry shade. Join Dr. Bayton for a tour of our large
Mahonia collection.
10 am-1 pm in-garden class
Pricing for PGST community: $35
Social distancing and masks are required. Class
may be rescheuled in event of poor weather.

For the full 2021 Event Calendar: Heronswood.odoo.com/event
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Happy Birthday!
...to

September 1
Raven Harvey
Dakota Ives
Melissa McMillan
September 2
Leon Black
Savannah Fulton
Averee Veregge
September 3
Taylor Buckman
Joseph Laducer
September 4
Cynthia Jackson
Brandon Phillips
Melvin ‘Poe’ Sullivan
September 5
Sonya Buckman
Marion Ives
Peter Jackson
Nizhoni Price
Tasheena Stultz
September 6
Brandon Nystrom
Bryce Sheehy
John Townsend Jr
September 7
Elijah DeCoteau
Joseph Gamble
Bradley Guenthner
Charles Jacobs
Issac Purser
Ronald Whisler
September 8
Mary Beth Hanna
Daniel Swift
Cecillia Tom
Jennifer Tom
Harmony Tyson

everyone celebrating in SEPTEMBER

September 9
Mose Ives
Kevin Jones
Dawnita Lund
Cathrine Meyer
Donald Meyer
Louis Moran
Ronald Murphy
George Sparks
Bernard Tom
September 10
Thomas Charles
Daniel DeCoteau Jr.
Donna Fulton
Chad Reynolds
Michael Sullivan
September 11
Issaquah DeCoteau
Juanita Holtyn
Joseph Laroche
Irene Purser
Malissa Purser
Andy Sullivan
September 12
Erica Hankin
Gary Wellman II
September 13
Austin Ashworth
Natalie Hall
Kara Horton
Aaron Morrison
Jerry Murphy
Stanton Purser Jr
Caroline Redbird
Chelsey Stewart
September 14
Braiden Adams
Gabrielle Bowling
Jacob Toney

September 15
Rachelle Beals
Sasheen DeCoteau
Dawn Halsey
Darcie Efferson
Jade-Cree Ives
Mike Jones III

September 22
Angel Hayes
Laura James
Samantha McBride
Brenda Smith
Ryan Sullivan
Harley Trevathan

September 16
Vicente Alarcon
Stacey Hommel
Genovese Russell
Shelaina Webster
Hailey Woodruff

September 24
Cody Melton
Corey Sullivan
Brandy Woodruff

September 17
Duane Aikman
Wayne Harvey DeCoteau
Adriana Fulton
Charlene Ives
Ronald Miguel III

September 25
Sandraya Hardman
Christian Tom
September 26
Rebecca George
Tanya Ives
Amber Seachord

September 18
Carolyn Charles
Drea Fulton
Tyler Romero
Angela Wan

September 27
Joseph Carlos Jr
Damon Melton
Santana Nilluka
Izaiah Reynolds

September 19
Velena Brown
Victor Tom III

September 28
Michael Armantrout
Braylon Cole
Kenneth Stark
Carmen George
Vincent Nabors

September 20
Donovan Ashworth
Edwinna Bonds
Leiani Donaldson
Martha Hernandez
Kasey Jacobsen
Kamaili Price-Sullivan
Roger Sullivan
September 21
Victoria Bowling
Noah Naclerio
Chris Tom

September 29
Rachel Black
Daniel Kryscio

September 30
Steven Black
Casey Jones
Cali Laducer
Rocklyn Wellman Jr
Teri Zent
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CHECK IT OUT AT YOUR LITTLE BOSTON LIBRARY
COMMUNITY NEWS — Although our nice new
parking lots have been completed, there
are times when all the spots are filled due
to more construction in our area. It may be
a while before this aspect of our library will
be convenient again. Please know we are all
doing our best to share our resources; if you
would like curbside service, just call us at 360297-2670.
For September our primary program is
a StoryWalk on Sundays presented in
partnership with Heronswood Garden and
the Port Gamble S’Klallam Foundation.
Every Sunday in September, stroll through
Heronswood Garden and read “Seya’s Song”
by Ron Hirschi. Free entry on September
Sundays only. Garden hours are 10 a.m. to
3 p.m., and we suggest entering by 1 p.m.
to have enough time to complete your stroll.
Pick up an activity kit from the Little Boston
branch during our open hours in September
for added fun. Heronswood is located at 7530
288th Street, Kingston.
The Little Boston Book Group for adults will
meet online September 1, from 1-2 p.m. to
discuss “The Vanishing Half” by Brit Bennett.
Check our website under Classes and Events
for the link to the Zoom meeting.

Your Library is open 10 am to 4 pm
weekdays and 10 am to 1 pm on
Saturdays.
Masks are required!
You can also visit us online at KRL.org.

We will see you soon at
the library!
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