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The S’Klallam Singers are performing at the ceremony to
celebrate the Tribe taking ownership.

“This summer, the Port Gamble

S’Klallam Tribe purchased Heronswood,
the 15-acre botanical garden in Kingston.
With its world-renowned status and storied
background, Heronswood has been the
subject of several news stories since the
Tribe took ownership.
The latest article is from Mother News
Network, a popular gardening and environmental website with a national audience of
over a half million readers a month. Check
out the full story at MNN.com: http://
www.mnn.com/your-home/organic-farming-gardening/stories/indian-tribe-buysfamed-rare-plant-garden-ancestral-land.”
“This story was originally written for

Mother Nature Network (MNN.com). It is
republished with permission here.”:

Indian tribe buys famed rare
plant garden, ancestral land
Heronswood’s new owners plan to preserve the Washington state property, which
has been closed since 2006 when thenowner Burpee had financial problems.
In July of this year, Burpee — never
popular as an East Coast, corporate owner
of the private Pacific Northwest nursery
and garden — sold Heronswood and an
adjoining property that it had purchased in
December 2000 to an area Indian tribe, the
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe.

Chairman’s Corner

Vets Day
By Jeromy Sullivan
Shawn DeCoteau served in Desert Storm.
By the time you read this, the ghosts
and goblins of Halloween will be packed
Grandpa Aaron was at the Battle of
away. November will have arrived and
Midway in 1942 during World War II
brought with it the mid-fall crispness that’s
and we are all very proud of his service.
distinctive to this time of year.
Grandpa Aaron’s father, Great Grandpa Ed
Purser, served in both World Wars.
Soon the holiday season will be upon
us with its promise of great food and
We have had many serve in the
goodtimes with family and friends. Before
armed forces in times of peace, whether
that though, we all have an
it is in peace or war, Our
opportunity to thank the brave
country and this community
men and women that have
...American Indians appreciates Our freedom.
made and continue to make our
Every Veterans Day,
lives and freedom possible.
have always played volunteers
from our Tribe’s
Veterans Day is November
Elders
Department
get
a significant role up early to place banners
11. This holiday, which was
originally known as “Armistice in the defense and along the road as you drive
Day” and was first adopted in
into the Reservation. Each
1938, is observed throughout
protection of the banner is devoted to one
the United States as a way
and includes his
United States... veteran
of honoring the service of
or her branch of service,
military veterans.
rank, and years in service
to our country. If you’ve
American Indians have
driven along the first stretch of Little
always played a significant role in the
Boston Road, just after the Gliding Eagle
defense and protection of the United
Marketplace, on a Veterans Day, you’ve
States. From the War of 1812 and the
seen these tokens of appreciation. It’s
Civil War to Vietnam and current conflicts
difficult not to feel the importance and
in the Middle East, Native people have
impact of these veterans’ sacrifice.
served with distinction during military
times. Without the sacrifice of these
I’m asking you on this Veterans Day to
individuals, our freedom and liberty
take a moment to think about everything our
would be nothing more than an idea.
S’Klallam veterans have done to support
We’re able to live as we do—with
the United States and our Tribe. They have
democratically elected leaders and choices
helped fight for our rights as citizens and
for the future—because of our veterans.
Native People. They have given us the
opportunity to re-learn our culture and
Within every Native community,
traditions. They have made it possible for us
including Ours, patriotism runs deep.
to live in a free, Democratic, and sovereign
Even during times in history when our
nation. I and my family thank our veterans
culture, treaty rights and in some cases, Our
for their dedication, sacrifices, and service.
citizenship weren’t respected, generations of
Port Gamble S’Klallam families served with
God Bless our veterans. God Bless
distinction, We fought: The late Ivan George
America.
stormed the beach at Normandy during
World War II. We have several Vietnam vets,
including Bernard Tom, Oliver Jones, Ben
Purser, Wayne DeCoteau, Rudy Purser, and
Herman Price. Herman Price’s father was
a Navajo code talker during World War II.
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News Updates
For immediate release: October 15, 2012
Contact: Destiny Wellman, Tribal Response Program Mgr., (360)
297-4792 dwellman@pgst.nsn.us or Kathleen Byrne-Barrantes,
Grants Consultant (360) 697-5815 grantsolutions@comcast.net
Public comment sought on clean up grant application by
November 10, 2012
(Kingston) – Public comment is being sought on a
federal grant application to pay for clean up the Point
Julia site on the reservation lands near Kingston. The
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe (PGST) will apply for a
total of $400,000 - in two separate $200,000 grants from the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)
Brownfields Program.
The sites are located on Port Gamble Bay, across
from the old sawmill and manufacturing operation,
contaminated with a variety of hazardous substances
resulting from the historic Pope & Talbot mill operations
in Port Gamble that lasted approximately 150 years.
Contamination is primarily related to associated sawmill
operations, wood products manufacturing, rafting, and
storage. If the application is successful, grant funds will
be used to remove sources of surface and subsurface
contamination and sediments at the Port Gamble bay
shoreline site and a separate cleanup of the wetland or
upland sites within the 12-acre property.
The Tribe received a total of $400,000 - in two
separate $200,000 grants - from the U.S.Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) Brownfields Program in 2009
to perform community-wide hazardous substances
and petroleum Phase I and Phase II environmental
assessments. In addition, the Tribe received a
$217,000 Tribal Response Program Grant in 2009,
with subsequent annual awards in years 2010 through
2012 to provide meaningful opportunities for public
participation.
The US Environmental Protection Agency
Brownfields Grant Program was created to help
communities redevelop, reuse or expand land that
– because of contamination, pollutant, or hazardous
substances – might otherwise be unusable. As part
of the application process, the grant application will
be available for public review and comment through
November 10.

environmental investigation (ESAs) and oversight by
RIDOLFI Science + Engineering, Seattle, selected
through a competitive bid process. The ESAs were the
first step in addressing potential hazardous substances
and petroleum contaminated areas.
The public is invited to see the draft ANALYSIS
OF BROWNFIELDS CLEANUP ALTERNATIVES
FOR POINT JULIA (ABCA) located at http://
tinyurl.com/8swk4lk. As part of the ABCA, technical
professionals and community members may review
alternatives, provide comments, and contribute to
cleanup action plans for future remediation.
A public PROJECT UPDATE event for the
Assessments, Response program, and a chance to
discuss plans to apply for EPA Brownfield cleanup
funds was held at 6:00 PM on Oct.18 at the Port Gamble
Reservation Longhouse located at 31912 Little Boston
Road NE, Kingston, WA 98346. The inviteeswere
given an opportunity to review the ABCA and provided
comment and provided information on
the current grant applications. The grants
development team held a question and answer period
while a light dinner was served.
If you missed the meeting, grant application
materials will be available for review at the Natural
Resources office located at 31912 Little Boston Road
NE, Kingston, WA 98346 during regular business hours
or by making arrangements with Destiny Wellman,
Tribal Response Program Mgr., at (360) 297-4792
or email dwellman@pgst.nsn.us or Kathleen ByrneBarrantes, Grants Consultant (360) 697-5815 email
grantsolutions@comcast.net. Others can email their
comments or concerns to either contact or by mail to
Destiny at the above address.
Once the public comment period ends on November
10, the grant development team will review all comments
received and incorporate suggested changes into the
grant proposal as appropriate or provide response to
affected parties. If there are no significant changes, the
EPA Brownfields Grant Proposal is considered final and
the application will be submitted. EPA is expected to
announce the grant awardees in April 2013.

Site assessment activities were subcontracted for

Nov

11

Port Gamble S’Klallam Natural Resources
Releases Its Own “State of Our Watersheds” Report

New Role for Preservation

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Natural

Mary Jones has been busy of late. In part this is

Resources Department has issued its own “State
of Our Watersheds” report. This is in addition
to the report issued by the NW Indian Fisheries
Commission on behalf of Treaty Tribes.

threats—a multitude of ESA listings and decreasing
populations for subsistence and commercial salmon
species, and increasing shoreline development and
human population growth.

“In addition, we’re dealing with new threats,
such
as climate change and ocean acidification.
The geographical focus for the PGST report
We are struggling to manage, conserve,
centers on the northeast corner of the
enhance and protect our declining and
Olympic Peninsula in the rain shadow
salmon populations. Restoration
of the Olympic Mountains, south to the
“We are in the threatened
and
recovery
efforts are more important
Hamma Hamma watershed. Many small
than
ever
before
as we realize the realities
middle of
watersheds in this area, which includes
we
face
of
new
threats
and a critical need
portions of Kitsap, Jefferson, Clallam,
challenging
for
immediate
action.”
and Mason counties, were considered.

times,”
The goal of PGST Natural
Overall, the report found that
Resources efforts is to secure a healthy
“greater focus and effort is required on
Paul McCollum, Director of
and sustainable salmon population that
conservation measures and restoration
Natural Resources, PGST.
continues to be accessible to Tribal
activities to offset negative habitat
members for generations.
trends.” It also found that participation
from landowners along affected areas and additional
Over the next five years, efforts will be made
regulations to protect salmon habitat are essential to
to
improve
research and monitoring systems that
the recovery success. Both of these can be difficult
are
in
place,
especially for juvenile salmon and
in the current political climate.
forage fish as they move out of Hood Canal and
Admiralty Inlet. This information will help in the
“We are in the middle of challenging times,”
development of better recovery actions, regulations,
said Paul McCollum, Director of Natural Resources,
and conditions for permits.
PGST. “ Our natural resources are facing many

Sustainable Little Boston:

Adopt a Beach or Road!
By Destiny Wellman

Little Boston is taking the lead on a new
program and we need your help!
Sustainable
Our team is “adopting” Point Julia. As such, we’re
making a commitment to pick-up and beautify the area
for a minimum of one hour every week. This is coming
directly out of Natural Resources staff time, as approved
by Director Paul McCollum.
I know how important Point Julia is to our community
and that’s a big part of the reason Sustainable Little
Boston chose it to help launch the Adopt a Beach or Road
program. Our department works a lot behind the scenes
to preserve this precious area—we felt it was time to do
something that the whole community could share in!
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Now it’s your turn! It is my hope that other departments,
groups or even community members will come forward
to adopt a different beach, creek, other wetland area, or
even just a road. This is a small step to take in protecting
our resources for our kids and grandkids. Let’s set a good
example for the younger generations!
Adopting an area is easy—pick one and make a
commitment to keeping it clean and a place for our
community can be proud of. If you’d like to talk with
someone from Sustainable Little Boston about this
program, please call 360-297-6271.

Our team is
“adopting”
Point Julia!

due to her new position working for the Tribal Historic
Preservation Office to document traditional S’Klallam
plant uses, harvest practices and harvest areas.
Mary spent much of
the summer in the field
across the Tribe’s U&A
to collect wild plants, but
also documents harvesting
areas. This fall and winter
she will take the data
collected throughout the
summer, and working with
Tribal Historic Preservation
Officer Josh Wisniewski
create a traditional plant
geodatabase. The result
will be geographic database
of harvest areas, habitat zones linked to a map. This
will provide the Tribal Historic Preservation Office the
detailed information needed to provide comments on
possible undertakings that can potentially impact the Tribes
“Cultural” natural plant resources.
In addition Mary Jones has been collecting materials
to teach community classes on traditional plant harvesting
and uses. She hosted a “Tea Bar” for tribal staff to sample
different teas made from local native plants. She hopes to
host similar events in the future as a venue to teach about
the Tribe’s plant resources.
Mary Jones’ work is an important aspect of Tribal
Historic Preservation Office’s efforts to document and
record hunters fishers and harvesters environmental
knowledge. This research is an important for the protection
natural resources, and treaty protected harvest rights. Mary
will be expanding her work
to help develop a set of
“best practices” harvest
guidelines to encourage
sustainable harvests
of plant resource by
Tribal members.

Mary recently hosted a “Tea Bar” for
tribal staff to sample different teas
made from local native plants.

CULTURAL
RESOURCES
DEPARTMENT
By Marie Hebert

I

t has been a long time since I informed
you of what is happening in the Cultural
Resources Department. Jennifer Tom has
joined the department as an assistant and
is a great help to the department.
There has been a lot happening, during
the past summer, we helped with the
canoe hosting, S’Klallam Days, and
the planning for the First Salmon
Homecoming. Currently, we are holding
S’Klallam Language Classes for the
elementary students (K-5) on Mondays
and Thursdays at the Cultural building.
We have had a good turnout – about
20+ kids. On Thursdays, Joe Price comes
and teaches the kids some of the songs
and dances and this has been a huge hit
with the kids.
I attend the Directors meetings and
recently I was asked to teach the directors
how to say a simple phrase and last
month it was:
• Good morning – ʔə̓y̓
kʷaʔčiy̓ - aight kwachay
– good morning…
• For Good day - ʔə̓y̓
skʷa̓čI – aight skwachi –
Good day.

I hope this gives you an idea of what is
happening with Cultural.
Nov
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Volunteers Needed to Help
with Mussel Watch Cages By Rory O’Rourke, Environmental Scientist, PGST Natural Resources

The Strong People
The S’Klallam History book
is almost here!

The Mussel Watch Program is a nationwide water quality monitoring program run by the
National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration
(NOAA). Since 1986, it has been crucial in helping
scientists and the public learn about the presence
and extent of toxic contaminants in the nation’s
oceans and bays.

“The Strong People shows

how the strength, determination, and
wisdom that our S’Klallam ancestors
exhibited in the years following the
Treaty of Point No Point allowed the
generations that followed to make
positive changes in the community.
We hope this history will help the
current generation of S’Klallams to
understand how important it was that
their ancestors never became faint of
heart, never gave up on their protests
about the unfairness of treaty
promises not kept by the U.S.
government, and never left the lands
where their dead were buried. With
this book’s explanation of our history,
we can all be proud of how we have
survived and carried on the values and
traditions of the ‘Strong People’.”

In Washington, monitoring of Puget Sound is
administered by the Washington Department of
Fish and Wildlife (WDFW). Sampling occurs every
two years to ensure that the levels of contaminants
in Puget Sound are low enough to ensure its waters
are still safe for marine life, recreation, fishing, and
shellfish harvesting.
Recently, the Mussel Watch program has
received budget cuts on both the state and national
level. In order to adjust as well as to tap into
local knowledge of monitored areas, WDFW has
reached out to municipalities, counties, tribes, and
environmental organizations. This new outreach
has been called the Mussel Watch Pilot Expansion.
The success of this program will determine
whether the Mussel Watch can continue or if we
risk losing one of the nation’s greatest scientific
achievements.

Many hands went into the production of this

— Ron Charles,
Former Port Gamble S’Klallam Chairman

wonderful project, we cannot wait to share it with the rest
of the Tribe and community.

• Keep your calendars open in the
weeks ahead, as soon as the books
are back from the publisher, there
will be a Booking Reading and
Signing in the House of Knowledge,
where Light refreshments will be
served
• Books will be available for
purchase at the event for $16.99

• To preorder your copy, contact:
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Sharon Purser, at the
Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribal Center,
31912 Little Boston Road, Kingston,
Washington (360) 297-6276
sharonp@pgst.nsn.us

The Port Gamble S’Klallam Tribe Natural
Resources Department has agreed to participate in
the Mussel Watch Pilot Expansion this winter and
will be tracking cages in Port Gamble Bay and at
Point No Point.
There are several reasons why mussels are
chosen over other species to measure water quality.
Mussels are great biological tools for measuring
contaminants in water. They take in water and
algae that contain pollutants and do not change
the chemical structure of the contaminants that are
being measured. Mussels tend to retain pollutants
for two to four months, therefore they model
the long-term and seasonal variations in water
quality. They serve as a food source for humans
and wildlife, therefore it is easier for scientists to
calculate the dose that might be ingested. Also,
they are small, easy to handle, and can be acquired
in large quantities so that scientists can have a large
sample size to do statistical analysis.
The Mussel Watch program tests for an
extensive array of chemicals. These include PCBs,
PBDEs, pesticides, PAHs, metals, general water
quality indicators, and contaminants of emerging
concern. In total, the Mussel Watch program tracks
about 150 individual chemicals. Any individual

group trying to measure the same chemicals on
their own would find the laboratory analysis costs
to be prohibitively expensive.
PCBs were historically used as a cooling agent
in transformers and are banned contaminants due to
their ability to cause skin lesions and liver damage.
PBDEs are flame retardants that are found in many
everyday products and are a concern due to their
ability to accumulate in fatty tissue. Pesticides from
farm and lawn runoff can cause birth defects and
nervous disorders at high enough concentrations.
PAHs are a group of chemicals that can be found
in exhaust from gasoline-powered vehicles as
well as creosote pilings. Some PAHs have been
shown to cause cancer. Metals can have a variety
of cancer and non-cancer health effects. Cadmium
is an element with
a naturally high
...The success of this
concentration in
program will determine
shellfish. Arsenic
is another naturally
whether the Mussel
occurring element
Watch can continue or if
but can be toxic at
low concentrations.
we risk losing one of the

nation’s greatest scientific
Contaminants
of concern include
achievements. ...
bisphenol-A and
birth control
metabolites. These chemicals have been found
to be estrogen antagonists and scientists are
only beginning to study how much of these
contaminants are in the water and their effect on
humans and wildlife. Thus, continuing the Mussel
Watch program will ensure that these chemicals,
along with new emerging contaminants, will be
studied.
Volunteers will be needed periodically during
the winter to help place cages, check the cages, and
retrieve the mussels at the end of the study. Anyone
over the age of 14 can volunteer once they register
on the WDFW Volunteer website: http://wdfw.
wa.gov/about/volunteer/. Also ice, personal vehicle
mileage, and ferry fares spent while volunteering
will be reimbursed by WDFW.

If you are interested in volunteering with Port
Gamble S’Klallam Tribe to help with the Mussel
Watch Pilot Expansion or have any questions,
please feel free to contact Rory O’Rourke at
360-689-7010 or rorourke@pgst.nsn.us.
Nov
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Health Care Insurance

Around the Reservation . . .

Submitted by, Ed Fox Director, Health Services Department

Who in your household is insured;

by an employer-sponsored health
insurance plan, Medicaid, Children’s
Health Insurance (Apple Health), or
Medicare?

It seems a simple question and it is.
We need to know about our families’
insurance coverage so we can ‘flip’ the
question and determine it’s opposite: Who
in your family is uninsured?
The answers
to
that
question
...We need to devise a
are not simple.
program that meets our goal Whether or not
of everyone feeling they
you are
have access to comprehensive uninsured
depends on when
health care services without we ask you,
creating our own expensive because many of
our community
‘health care insurance ...
members go from
one type of
health insurance coverage to no insurance
coverage several times during a single
year. And sometimes we find you aren’t
sure yourself about your health coverage
and that of other members of your
household. We will have to live with some
uncertainty, but we need to learn more
than we know now.
Planning for the expansion of health
insurance coverage is underway in the
department. In July of next year we expect
to begin a Tribal sponsorship program
using the state’s new health insurance
exchange to connect our citizens and other
community members to paid health
insurance, free Medicaid or CHIP
coverage, subsidize or discounted private
health insurance coverage in the new
Washington
State Health Exchange. Coverage for
new programs will begin January 1,
2014, with enrollment beginning in less
than one year: October 1, 2013.
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We need good estimates of how many
community members are uninsured so we
can be prepared to achieve our goal of full
coverage without disrupting our services
or the budget we establish to fund the
program.
Some of the information we need we
have already from our Contract Health
Services program. When someone does
not have health insurance, but is CHS
eligible, we require that you work with us
to determine if you are eligible for
Medicaid or other free or low cost health
insurance. Our success in connecting
patients to health insurance is directly tied
to our success as a health program. While
other Tribes are in priority one status
every year we have never been in priority
one (life or limb) status in this century!
I haven’t yet figured out how to perfect
our estimates and I’m open to your
suggestions and invite you to visit with me
or Kerstin Powell to simply discuss,
confidentially, any problems you have had
staying on health insurance or simply
getting your health care bills paid. We
want the program to fit the community.
We need to devise a program that
meets our goal of everyone feeling they
have access to comprehensive health care
services without creating our own
expensive ‘health care insurance repair
shop’ bureaucracy that spends more money
reconciling outstanding health care bills
than it does purchasing health insurance.

Elder Shares Wisdom
Many years ago, a crab fisherman was complaining to
Russell Fulton that he thought someone was stealing crab
out of his pots because he wasn’t catching what he thought
he should. Russell said to the fisherman, “You know, I
try not to think like that because there are so many other
reasons that you don’t catch crab.”

At The Library

be put on display in the children’s area.
•

called Tellebration. On Saturday, November 17,
from 11:30am – 12:30pm all ages are invited to
enjoy stories by Elaine Grinnell and Maria Potter.
Elaine Grinnell is an elder of the Jamestown
S’Klallam tribe and is a recipient of the Governor’s
Heritage award. She is an advisory Board Member
for Northwest Indian Storytellers Association.
Maria Potter is a local storyteller and environmental
educator. Other events this month are:

Anime Afternoon. Thur., Nov. 29, 3:305pm. Whether you are an avid fan of anime or
just curious about it, come check out the library’s
anime and manga collection and watch an anime
film. Snacks provided. Especially for teens.

•

Preschool Storytime. Tuesdays at
1pm. Come and enjoy stories, rhymes, songs
and more! Children must be accompanied by a
caregiver. Siblings and other familhy members
welcome.

•

•

Crafternoon. Wednesdays at 2:30pm.
Bring your handwork projects and look at our
newest crafting books.

Please join us for a special storytelling event

•

Family Fall Fest. Sat., Nov. 3, 11am12pm. Everyone in the family is invited to
celebrate Fall at the library. We’ll have fun fallthemed crafts for all ages including pumpkins
made out of books! Cider and light snacks too!
LegoMania. Thur., Nov. 15, 3:30 – 5pm.
If you love Legos, grab a friend and head to
the library for an afternoon of free play or a
challenge if you are up to it! Lego creations will

Little Boston Book Group meets the first Wednesday
of the month at 11am.
All branches of Kitsap Regional Library will be
closed on November 12 (for Veteran’s Day) and
November 22 and 23 for Thanksgiving.

Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday! Happy Birthday!

Sharon Ives
November 2

Russell Fulton
November 9

Mary Fulton
November 22

Jennarose Fulton Jessie Scheibner
November 30
November 30
Nov
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Treaty Tribes Release “State of Our Watersheds” Report
Ongoing damage and destruction of salmon

habitat is resulting in the steady decline of
salmon populations across western Washington,
leading to the failure of salmon recovery and
threatening tribal treaty rights, according to a
report released today by the treaty Indian tribes.
The tribes created the State of Our
Watersheds report to gauge progress toward

salmon recovery and guide future habitat
restoration and protection efforts. It tracks key
indicators of salmon habitat quality and quantity
over time from the upper reaches to the marine
shorelines of 20 watersheds in western
Washington. The report confirms that we are
losing salmon habitat faster than it can be
restored, and that this trend shows no sign of
improvement.
“Indian people have always lived throughout
the watersheds of western Washington. We know
these places better
than anyone else
because they are
our homes,” said
Billy Frank Jr., a
Nisqually tribal
member and
chairman of the
Northwest
Indian Fisheries
Commission.
“This State of
Our Watersheds
report clearly
shows that we
must reverse
the loss and
damage of
habitat if the
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salmon, our cultures and our treaty-reserved
rights are going to survive.”
The report includes data gathered over decades
of tribal, state and federal efforts to provide a view
of watersheds across western Washington, as well
as recommendations for protecting those
watersheds and the salmon they produce.

Key findings include:
• A 75 percent loss of salt marsh habitat in the
Stillaguamish River watershed is believed to be a
main factor in limiting chinook populations in
the river system.
• Since the 1970s, the status of herring stocks
in the Port Gamble Klallam Tribe’s area of
concern has dropped from healthy to depressed
because of degraded nearshore habitat. Herring
are an important food source for salmon.
• In the Chehalis River system, the Quinault
Indian Nation estimates that culverts slow or
block salmon from reaching more than 1,500
miles of habitat.
• Since 1980 the number of exempt permit
wells in the Skagit and Samish watersheds alone
has exploded from about 1,080 to 7,232.
Property owners not served by a community
water system are allowed a water right permit
exemption to pump up to 5,000 gallons of

You want to read the whole report? Go to http://nwifc.org/sow/

groundwater per day. This makes less water
available for lakes, streams and wetlands, and
can harm salmon at all stages of their life.
The report also documents:
• Increasing armoring of freshwater and marine
shorelines by levees, dikes, bulkheads, docks and
other structures that harm natural functions and
reduce or eliminate salmon habitat.
• Disappearing forest cover in our watersheds
– especially along rivers and streams – that is
not being replaced. Forest cover helps keep
stream temperatures low and reduces bank
erosion.
• A huge network of unpaved forest roads,
especially those crossing streams, which
contribute to sedimentation that can smother and
kill incubating salmon eggs.
• Ongoing salmon habitat degradation on
agricultural lands because of tree removal, diking
and polluted runoff.
Despite massive harvest reductions, strategic
use of hatcheries and a huge financial investment
in habitat restoration efforts over the past 40
years, the State of Our Watersheds report shows
that we are failing to turn the tide on salmon
recovery. This fact is borne out by an assessment
of the Puget Sound Chinook Recovery Plan
developed by the state and tribal salmon comanagers and adopted by the National Marine
Fisheries Service.
The 2010 assessment declared that while
protecting existing habitat is the most important
action needed in the short term, salmon habitat
continues to be degraded and better habitat
protection efforts are needed. The assessment
acknowledges that responsible harvest
management is doing its share to support salmon

Want to read more,

go to page 10 and see what our tribe’s own
Natural Resources Releases has to say about
Washington’s Watersheds.
recovery, and that salmon populations in many
watersheds would not improve even if harvest
was completely eliminated. Yet while harvest is
held accountable for salmon recovery, habitat
loss and degradation continue every day
throughout every watershed in western
Washington, destroying the salmon resource and
along with it, the cultures, communities and
treaty-reserved fishing rights of the tribes in
western Washington.
“That salmon is us. All of us,” Frank said.
“Whatever happens to that salmon is going to
happen to us. If we can’t protect the salmon and
its habitat, we can’t protect ourselves from the
same things that are driving the salmon toward
extinction.”
The State of our Watersheds report can be
viewed online or is available on CD through the
Northwest Indian Fisheries Commission Web
site at www.nwifc.org/sow. The report is a living
document that will be updated as new data
become available.
The State of Our Watersheds report is part of
the Treaty Rights at Risk initiative created by the
treaty tribes in 2011 to address the erosion of
tribal treaty-reserved fishing rights from the
ongoing loss of salmon and their habitat. The
initiative is a call to action for the federal
government to fulfill its trust responsibility to the
tribes and its duty to recover salmon by leading a
more coordinated salmon recovery effort.

More information is available at

www.treatyrightsatrisk.org.
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